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275 the Princes of woo” 


ST I live, your Highneſs 

may always depend upon my 
moſt reſpectful Friendſhip; but 
what I am now doing, will be. 
che ſincereſt Proof of my invio- 
lable Attachment: I am writing the Me- 
moirs of my Life for your Peruſal. Had 
I not * moo grateful Senſe of your ex- 
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2 e MEMOIRS of-2 
treme Goodneſs, and been thoroughly con- 
vinced of your great Prudence and Diſcre- 
tion, no Conſideration could have prevailed 
upon me, to diſcloſe ſuch Secrets, as ought 
to have been eternally buried in Oblivion. 
But who can refuſe ſuch bewitching In- 
treaties ? How irreſiſtible when they come 
from a Perſon ſo revered! And in the 
laſt Place, Gratitude for the Favours you 
have fo lately honoured me with, re- 
quire an abſolute Submiſſion to your Com- 
mands; and I ſhould be moſt ungrateful, 
did I refuſe on any Pretence whatſoever ; in 
Obedience therefore to your Commands, 
ſince you have the Curioſity to know my 
Hiſtory, here you have it; allow me only 
to ſuppreſs ſuch Names as are well known 
in the World, and which I would not 
riſque expoling on any Account. I ſend 
you the Manuſcript by a ſafe Hand, and 
deſire you would commit the Key to the 
Flames the Moment you have ſatisfied your 
Curioſity, It would be leſſening the great 
Veneration I have for you, to ſhew any fur- 
ther Inquietude about it, as I ſhould regret 
being ſuſpe&ed of the leaſt Diſtruſt. No 
one knows better than your Highneſs, the 
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great Value we ought to ſet upon that Jewel Ri 
Reputation. The Proofs you are daily th 
giving me of your Friendſhip, will make do 
me eaſy on that Head. One Word more, M 
if you pleaſe. Permit me to remind you, Te 
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"Young Lady of Quality. 3 
of the ſolemn; Promiſe you exacted from 


me at Parting, to conceal nothing, not even 
any of thoſe Foibles which coſt a young 
Girl ſo dear, and which ſhe never reveals, 
but with the utmoſt Reluctance. You may 
remember alſo, that in order to engage me 
in this Affair, you made me your Confi- 
dent, as a Guarantee for my Confidence, 
as well as the Truſt I ought to repoſe in 
you; and I flatter myſelf I ſhall make ſuch 
an Uſe of it, as not to incur your Piſplea- 
ſure for this authentic Mark of my Friend- 
W ſhip. Read Princeſs, read I hope you 
will have no real Cauſe to reproach me. 
One-. day as I was preparing to go to the 
Opera, with my Mother, ſhe came into my 
Apartment, and ordered the Servant, wha 
was dreſſing me, to leave the Room. 
Agnes, ſaid ſhe, we muſt think no more of 
Pleaſures. I have a Secret to impart, of 
the utmoſt Conſequence, and which you 
ought, from this very Moment, ſeriouſly 
to reflect upon. M. de St. Preuil is juſt gone 
to Verſailles, and it greatly behoves me to 
take Advantage of his Abſence. When 
he returns, what will become of me I know 
not! and it would diſtract me, ſhould I have 
Reaſon to repent my not making Uſe of 
this Opportunity, which Heaven now un- 
doubtedly affords me, to inform you of our 
Misfortunes. My Huſband comes back 
To- night; alas! can I flatter myſelf with 
F B23 aby 
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any Hopes you will have a Mother To- 
morrow? It would certainly be the higheſt 
Imprudence, to negle& this precious Mo- 
ment. As I am fearful, I may never ſee 
you again, I muſt not defer, to relate a 
Tale of the utmoſt Importance for you to 
know. | 

I could hardly give Madam de St. Preuil 
Time to finiſh theſe Words. I threw my- 
ſelf about her Neck, I hugged her in my 


Arms, and wept moſt bitterly. Silence, | 


my Child, ſaid ſhe, returning my Careſſes, 


endeavour to ſtifle your Tears and Tender- i 


neſs ; ſee if the Antichamber-door be faſt; 
bolt this, and ſit down cloſe by me, I ſhall 


talk very low, and be you very attentive. 


J obeyed her, endeavouring to moderate my 
Grief, and ſat down on a Settee, againſt 


which my Mother was leaning weeping. 


After fixing her Eyes attentively upon me, 
ſhe fetched a deep Sigh, and began to make 


me the Confident of her melancholy Secrets. 


Tou know, my Child, to what a Degree 


my Huſband loves me, and how abomina- 
bly jealous he is. I married him without 
the leaſt Inclination, and was dragged as a 
Victim to the Altar, a Sacrifice to Intereſt. 
My heart was unfortunately engaged to the 
Marquis de Breville; nor could I poſſibly 


forget him, even after Marriage. It was 


not long, before M. de St. Preuil found it 
treat 
me 


Nung Lady of Quality, 5 
me with unexampled Severity; he never 
ſtirred a Step from me, when his Duty 
would permit him to ſtay at Home; and 
the Moment he was obliged to attend the 
Court, an old Woman (whoſe Poverty made 
her dependant on him) was ſet as a Guard 
over me; and when that happened, I be- 
came the moſt unhappy Creature in the 


World. 


At the ſame Time, my. Huſband was 
endeavouring, by all the Ways and Means 
he poſſibly could invent, to engage a Heart 
which had ever been averſe to him, and was 
every Day made more and more ſo by his 
ill Treatment, the Marquis de Breville was 
contriving an Opportunity to ſee me, and 
talk to me; more than twelve Months paſſed 


T before he could accompliſh his Endeavours. 


I began to imagine he had entirely forgot 
me; and was ruminating upon it one Day 


while I was in the Country, when behold, 


from a Terraſs where I was walking, I ſpied - 


a Peaſant, as I thought, ſcaling the Wall 


of the Park. I was ready to cry out, in 
order to alarm the Servants, and tell them, 


a Thief was coming to rob the Houſe ; but 


upon the Man's waving his Hat, when he 


had gat into the Park, prevented me, tho” 
I could not tell why or wherefore.' _ 


A Notion poſſeſſed me on a ſudden, tha 
this Peaſant had ſomething intereſting to ſay 
to me; nor could I help obſerving him in a 
„ B 3 particular 
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particular Manner, which he perceived. 
He looked very circumſpectly round about 
on every Side, to ſee if I was alone; by- 
and-by he came creeping along the Bottom 
of an Eſpallier Hedge, and at once preſented 
himſelf ro me. | 
What I ſuſpected, my dear Child, proved 
but too true. Before this Man could open 
his Mouth, I knew him to be the Marquis 
de Breville, my dear Lover, whom I found 

had not forgot me. To what do you expoſe 
me, ſaid I to him very low, my Huſband 
now ſleeps in that Arbor within four Paces 
of us. If he ſhould wake and ſurprize us, 
or but ſuſpect it is you, neither your Diſ- 

- guiſe, nor your Preſence of Mind, will avail 
you any thing; we ſhall be abſolutely un- 
done both of us. M. de St. Preuil is jealous 
to Diſtraction, that you cannot be ignorant 

of: How could you then have ſo little Re. 
gard for me, to, expoſe me in this Manner ? 
Breville, without making one Word of An- 
ſwer, ſtole a Letter into my Hand, then 
putting his Finger upon his Mouth, and 
ſaluting me moſt reſpectfully with his Eyes, 
haſtened to the Bottom of the Garden, and 
diſappeared. 0 
I very carefully concealed this fatal Billet, 
and after meditating a few Moments, what 
Method I ſhould take to ſatisfy my Curioſi - 
ty, retired into the moſt ſecret Part of the 
Garden, and opened it. Would you think 
oy . 5 < | ; | it, 
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Young Lach f Quality: 7 
it, my dear Child? He intreated me to give 
him à Meeting, and, beſides uſing the moſt 
preſſing Inſtances to grant his Requeſt, the 
cruel Creature threatened, in caſe I had the 
Barbarity to refuſe, he would ſtab himſelf 
before my Face. I trembled at the Alter- 
native; I was extremely terrified} at the 
Thoughts both of the one and the other. 
The Inclination I had towards Breville, or 
to ſay rather the Barbarity of my Huſband, 
inclined me to grant the deſired Fayour. 
It would be of little Signification to tell you 
the Methods we took to ſee each other; 
alas! you will but too ſoon be informed of 
that. 9 . 

We enjoyed more than eight Days en- 
tirely, thoſe fatal Interviews of Delight. 
The Freedom of the Country afforded us 
frequent Opportunities; beſides, M. de St. 
Preuil was drinking the Waters, and had a 


ſeparate Apartment. In ſhort, it ſeemed 


as if every-thing conſpired to facilitate my 
Lover's Intrigue. W | 
The Death of my Huſband's Brother, 
obliged us to return to Paris, which inter- 
rupted our Commerce. This - threw my 
Lover into Deſpair, who at parting told 
me, he ſhould wait my Return into the 
Country, with an Impatience not to be ex- 
e 4 ar in 5 J 
Three Months after what I have told you, 


J. found myſelf pregnant, — I trembled at 


B 4 | this 


1 


Il was ſo ſhocked at th 


concerned, only laughed, and ſaid, I was 
to blame to afflict myſelf for ſo trifling an 


tle to compoſe my troubled Mind. The 
firſt Thing, ſhe inſiſted upon, was, to gb 
immediately and find out my Huſband, to 
entertain him, to careſs him, to endeavour 
to put him into ſuch a Situation, he ſhould 


Regimen preſcribed by his Phyſicians. This 
was a very hard Taſk for me to perform, 1 
am naturally cold, and was always ſo to- 
-wards him; however, being very ſenſible 


3 
\ 
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this Diſcovery—You muſt know, M. de St. 


Preuil had been ill for above ſix Months, 
and drinking the Waters more than three— 
He was no Dupe, I had not the leaſt room 
to hope therefore, in caſe he perceived it, 
that he would give me an Quarter. 

Reflections, that 
J added Indiſcretion to my I!|-condu&. With 
a Torrent of Tears I confided my Misfor- 
tunes to a favourite Chambermaid ; who, 
far from pitying me, or ſeeming any-wiſe 


Accident, as almoſt every Day's Experience 


" affords us Inſtances of, and that ſhe would 


undertake to manage Matters ſo, it ſhould 


never be talked of. 
The plain, artleſs Manner, in which this 


Girl undertook to conſole me, helped a lit- 


-have no farther Occaſion to continue the 


of the Conſequence of this Girl's Advice, 


I forced myſelf to follow it, and it ſucceeded 
to Admiration. M. de St. Preuil, over- 


Joyed 
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joyed at this ſurprizing Change in my Be- 

haviour, attributed it all to his dear ſelf, 
fancying he had inſpired me with this Al- 

teration, and began from that very Moment 
to behave in a quite different Manner to 
what he had ever done before. 
When my Chambermaid (who was the 
Perſon employed to inform him of my Preg- 
nancy) told him of it, he did not appear 
the leaſt ſurprized at the News, he gloried- 
in it to all the World; the Phyſician did the 
fame, and what was very ſingular, his Re- 
putation was greatly benefited by it, fo- 
much, that whatever Perſon of Condition 
wanted an Heir to his Eſtate, came to this 
Doctor for his Advice, and he was called, 
by Way of Eminence, the Great Doctor. 
The Waters, alſo which had been neglected 
for ſome Time, gained great Reputation; 
moſt Huſbands drank of them, and many 
pretended great Benefit from their prolific: 
Quality: be HT 

I was at the uſual Time delivered of a 
Girl, which was you, Agnes. What, Madam,. 
ſaid I, interrupting her, greatly afflifted; to 
find that I'am that unfortunate Child; will: 
make me ſufficiently miſerable. My Dear,. 
continued Madam de St. Preuil, you ſhould: 
have been Ignorant of it for ever, had I not: 
been under the cruel Neceſſity of diſeover- 
ing it to you. Moderate your Grief, for I 
have a great deal more to diſcloſe. The 
DEB IG B53 Riſqpe⸗ 
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' Riſque I had ran of being ruined, continued 
my Mother, cauſed me to make ſome ſolid 
RefleCtions, beſides, my Huſband grew ve 
Tuſpicious z upon conſidering with nyfell, 
therefore, I determined never to have any 
Manner of Commerce with Breville for the 
Time to come. I wrote to him by my 
Chambermaid, and he behaved like a Man 
of Honour, ever after forbearing all Sort 
of Correſpondence with me. It was high 
- Time now to think of nothing elſe but 
doing my Duty, and that the only private 
Satisfaction I could make my Huſband for 
that great Abuſe, was to do all in my Power 
to love and oblige him. This Conduct ſuc- 
ceeded, and made him in Return more a- 
morouſly fond of me than ever. 82 
After two Years more, I brought your 
Brothers into the World. Being entirely 
recovered of this Bagatelle, I was after- 
wards chiefly employed in your Education 
and theirs, having great Reaſon to hope I 
ſhould never have Cauſe to be under any 
Apprehenfion for the Misfortune which had 
befallen me: Fourteen Years are paſſed ſince 
| that Time; but, alas! I have juſt learned, 
(© that Heaven never ſuffers ſuch Crimes to go 
unpuniſhed, > cri 
That Chambermaid, in whom I had re- 
poſed ſuch Confidence, about a Year after, 
went from me to be married. I rejoiced 
at her Departure, as the Sight of her always 
| Save 
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gave me Uneaſineſs; her Prefence ſeemed 
a tacit Reproach of my Diſgrace. | 
When ſhe left me, I gave her privately 
many conſiderable Preſents; I gave her 
my Jewels, and told my Huſband I had 
loſt them. I flattered myſelf, that by my 
extravagant Generoſity, my unhappy Ad- 
venture would never be called in Queſtion ; 
and I am ſure, I never expected what..hag 
now happened. You remember, my Child, 
M. de St. Preuil told us laſt Night he ſhould 
go this Morning to Verſailles, and when he 
was gone, we had nothing to do but prepare 
for the Opera, that he would come back af- 
ter Dinner, and take us along with him.. He 
went into his Cloſet this Morning, to fetch 
ſome Papers, as I imagined z and I expected 
he would, according to. Cuſtom, return into- 
my Room before he departed ; you know 1 
had ſent you into your's to dreſs at that 
Time; but M. de St. Preuil ſtept directly 
into his Chaiſe without bidding me Adieu. 
Surprized, to the laſt Degree, when I heard 


W the Wheels rattle ; I roſe up inſtantly, and 


went to the Caſement, to ſee if I was miſ⸗ 
taken or not, but I had no Reaſon to doubt 
about it, when I met one of his Servants, 


who brought me a Pacquet from him. 1 


trembled without being able to gueſs the 
Cauſe. I was far from imagining an Event 


fo unforeſeen. Read, read, Agnes, cry d 
my Mother, pulling a Paper out of her 


Om RR _— ws — 
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Boſom, and giving it to me. After what I 
have told you, that Letter is ſufficient to 
convince you of my ſecret, Terror, / and that 
it is but too juſtly grounded. Tae 
I opened the Billet with a trembling Hand, 
and found only the following Words. 


* 


* 


4k BILLET. 
10 E RE are the Diamonds, Madam, 
8 which IL gave you, and which you 


„ had loſt. After ſo long a Time, they 
« are found, and brought to me again. 
4e Shall you be as happy as I? Shall you 
<« find what you have loſt ? Come to me 
« this Evening in my Cloſet, there we will. 
talk together,” | 


Think you, my Child, continued my 
Mother, (unable to refrain from Tears) 
there are any Hopes after ſuch an Adventure? 


This ctuel Chambermaid has certainly dif- 


covered” it. Theſe Words, Shall you be 
ſo happy as T? Shall. you find what you. 
have loſt ?* muſt certainly mean my Honor. 
After this, how dare I appear before M. de 
$7. Preuil ? Is it poſſible for me to juſtify 
myſelf ? If 1 ſhould even pretend to deny it 
all; my aſtoniſhed Countenance, my down- 
caſt Eyes, which I dare not lift up to look 
on his; all, all would betray me. I partook 
of my Mother's Grief, and ſaid all I could 
0 aſſuage it as much as poſſible, I aſked. 
* 2 35 r A her 
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her if ſhe would expoſe herſelf to the 5 age 
om 


and Reſentment of M. de St. Preuil, w 


durſt not call Father any more? What would 
you have me do, ſaid ſhe ? I have nothing; 

this enraged, injured Huſband, took me 
with nothing. If I fly from him, what 
will become of me? How can I pretend to 
Juſtify my Crimes, to my own. Family, or 


to the World? How can I ſupport myſelf ? 
If I had brought him a Fortune, I could, 


as many others do in the like Circumſtances, 
commence a Suit on ſome plauſible Pretence- 
or other, founded on the Laws of Matri- 


mony; ſo that I ſhould have nothing to fear 


from my Huſband's Rage in Reſpect to you. 
But, Agnes, I am without a Subſiſtence, or 
even any Hopes of one. T have nothing to 
do but wait the Storm, now hanging over- 
my Head, ready to burſt. I am reſigned 
But as it is poſſible we may be ſeparated, I 
thought it adviſable to inform you the 
Cauſe of it, that my fatal Example might 
make ſuch. an Impreſſion on your Heart, as 
to prevent your ever. falling into ſo ſhocking 
a Dilemma, as you now ſee me in. Imme- 
diately after ſhe had ſaid this, ſhe roſe up, 


and bid me follow her into her Cloſet, where 
the took up a Caſket, and put into my 


Hands, telling me it contained a thoufand: 


Crowns; ſhe had ſaved out of her Pocket 
Expences, ſhe gave me alſo the Pifture of 
him. who had been the fatal Cauſe of her 
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0 will one Day be rich; and in Caſe I die, and 


co do for you at preſent. If Heaven per- 


Wluhat will happen hereafter. This Diſcourſe 
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Misfortunes; it is your Father, ſaid ſhe, he 


ou ſhould be abandoned by M. de St. Preuil, 
e will know you upon ſhewing him his 
Picture; this was agreed upon by us. Be- 
hold, my dear Agnes, this is all I am able 


mits our Affairs to take a more favourable 
Turn, I will, to the utmoſt of my Power, 
endeavour to provide ſuch an Eſtabliſnment 
for you, as ſhall make you independant, let 


pierced my very Heart, and made me diſ- 
ſolve in Tears. No, no, my dear Mamma, 
cry'd I, I will not leave you, we will never 
more be ſeparated, however barbarouſly M. 
ge St. Preuil may behave ; I will endeavour 
to move him by my Tears, at leaſt he ſhall 
not prevent me the fatal Pleaſure of accom- 
| Panying you, even ta your Grave. For- 

bear, my Dear, it is too moving, ſaid m 
Mother; in the Situation I am in, I ſhall 
have Occaſion to ſummon all my Reſolution, 
'E muſt look the Misfortunes which threaten 
me full in the Face. Well, continued I, ſuffer 
me to partake with you, I muſt have a Share 
in all your Afflictions, I love you more 
than Life, allow me to mingle my Tears 
with yours. When M. de St. Preuil comes, 
he ſhall find me proſtrate at your Feet, 1 
will endeavour to ſoften him, Heaven it 
may be will inſpire me, The Gentleman, 
. 


- 
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perate as we imagine. But, faid I again, 
a Thought is juſt come into my Head. 
What if we go to that Chambermaid, Who 
is ſuſpected of this Indiſcretion. We have 
Time enough M. de St. Prem is not ex- 
cted Home till Night, and *tis now but 
hree O'Clock, we ſhall be back before he 
arrives. This little Journey will amuſe us, 
let your Tears be dried up, and you will re- 
cover your Looks before we get there. If 
you ſhould alarm yourſelf unadviſedly, and 
diſcover to M. de St. Preuil a Thing he may 
be ignorant of, the having taken ſo impru- 
dent a Step, would be an Action to reproach _ 
yourſelf with the longeſt Day of your Life. 
What I was now ſaying, ſeemed as if my 
good Genius had whiſper'd in my Ear. I 
could not deſiſt, but perſevered, after I had 
opened on this Head, with greater Earneſt- 
neſs than ever I did on any Subject before. 
My Mother ſeemed ſtruck with this Piece 
of Advice. Ring the Bell, ſaid ſhe, and 
let us order the Horſes to the Coach imme» 
diately. I roſe directly to do as ſhe ordered. 
Stop, ſaid ſhe, we will make as if we were 
going to the next Church, and find - ſome 
Pretence for ſending back our Servants, and 
deſire the firſt Perſon we nieet to call us 
a Hackney-Coach; and make our Viſit in 
that Manner. It is proper to keep our 
Journey a Secret, for Fear of what may 
R happen, 


Who knows? Things may not be ſo de-. 
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happen. I apprehended what Madam de 


_ Preuil's private Reaſons were, and we 


executed our Scheme as ſhe propoſed, © 
A As ſoon as we arrived at the Chamber- 
maid's Habitation, my Mother ſent the 
Coachman's Boy to enquire if ſhe was at 
Home, and if we could ſee her; he returned 
immediately after, and faid ſhe was coming 
to us. My Heart akes terribly, ſaid Madam 
de St. Preuil, which is certainly a very bad 
Omen. I did whatever I could to keep up 
her Spirits, and lent her my Arm out of the 
Coach. The Chambermaid came running 
to meet us, crying out. I had a good Opi- 
nion of her Manner of crying out, for it 
- - ſhewed a great deal of Joy, not like a diſ- 
mal Sentence of Condemnation: Courage, 
ſaid T aſide, to Madam de St. Preuil; I am 
perſuaded you will go from this Place much 
eaſier in your Mind than you came to it. 
My Mother ſighed, without making me any 
Anſwer, but it was not a very deep Sigh, 
enly what dilated the Heart a little, and 
gave Eaſe to the Preſſure it was under be- 
fore. For my Part, I apprehended much 
Conſolation; and ſaid to myſelf, we are 
going to be perfectly at Eaſe again. One 
is ſometimes poſſeſſed with a Spirit of Di- 
vination, which I have experienced on ſeve- 
ral Occaſions. F 
The Moment the Chambermaid joined 
us, the killed my Mother's Hand, ſhe _ 


eee * - 
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hold of her Arm, and ſaid, ſhe was greatly 
honored to ſee her; then turning to me, with 
an Air of great Surprize, aſæed my Mother, 
if I was Miſs Agnes. Oh, Goodneſs! cry'd 
ſhe, after Madam de St. Prenit had anſwered 
her, how tall ſhe is grown, and how hand- 
ſom; What a ow nh Alteration four 
Fears have made? She was in the right; 
for at ten Years of Age I ſeemed but home- 
ly; and at twelve there appeared very little 
Hopes of any Alteration for the better; but 
then my Features began to alter; and this 
ſurprizing Change was occaſioned by getti 

the better of a long Diſorder I had had: 
that when I arrived to the Age of fourteen, 
I was grown ſo handſom, I might vie with 
any one of my Years for Beauty. It is not 
indeed ſo much out of Self- love, as to juftify 
this Woman's Surprize, that I give a Looſe 
to this little Touch of Vanity. If I have 
done amiſs, my Princeſs, I afk Pardon, and. 
promiſe for the future to be more Circum- 
ſpect, and ſpeak more modeſtly of myſelf. 
We were entertained with ſuch Sort of Chit- 
chat as this while we were walking into the 
Houſe ; when we were ſeated, ſhe would 
not give my Mother Leave to mention our 
Errand, but immediately began to talk of 
her Huſband, telling us how uneaſy he made 
her, of his looſe diſorderly Conduct, and 
what a Misfortune it was for a young Per- 
ſon to give Way to her Inclinations, _ : 

. 2M . 
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left off, for a Moment, what regarded her- 
ſelf, to adviſe me not to follow the Dic- 
tates of my Heart in the Choice of a Huſ- 
band; and added many Maxims on the Sub- 
| ject, which it would not be worth my while 
do repeat here. She afterwards returned to 
her own Family again, boaſting of the 
Sweetneſs of a Daughter ſhe had; then wept 
for the Loſs of her eldeſt Son, who, 
ſaid, was a Prodigy at four Years old, and 
Was killed by a Fall. 7 ut of a Window. 
After Pending half on Hour in ſuch trifling 
Tales, the took us into her own Room, 
and would make us look at all her Conve- 
niencies; ſhe opened her Cheſt of Drawers, 
and gave us an Inventory of her Wardrobe; 
and at every new Piece ſhe ſhewed us, ſhe 
exclaimed, alas! I had a great many more, 
but my Rogue of a Huſband, has made a- 
way with one half of them, but 1 keep the 
xeft under Lock and Key, and I will periſh 
Jooner than ſuffer myſelf to be led by the 
Noſe for the future. I have been too —_ 
to him ; however, ſince I have plucked up 
my Spirit a little, he dare not meddle with 
me z good Faith, if he did, I'd make him 


| know who he had to deal with. i 


As I obſerved, Louiſan (for that was the 
Girl's Name) did not intend very ſoon to 
 Ainiſh her Diſcourſe, and that our Time 

waſted apace. I made a Sign to Madam 


a St, Preuil, which ſhe ee, and 
wi 
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regard to M. de St. Preuil; I am thrown in- 
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with a Sigh cry'd out, ſo, ſo, Louiſon, let 
us talk of ſomething elſe, I am come on 
purpoſe to have a little private Diſcourſe 
with you, my Time is but ſhort, let us do 
it freely, but ſo as not to be interrupted. 
The Chambermaid immediately put her 
Things into her Drawers again, and adviſed 
us to go into a little Cloſet ſhe had ſhewn 
us before, 'and there, ſhe ſaid, we ſhould be 
private. We followed her in, and ſhe faſ- 


tened the Door. She prevented my Mother, 


by aſſuring her, whatever it was ſhe wanted 
to be informed of, ſne was abſolutely at- 
tached to her, even to Death, and hoped ſhe 
would be convinced, by now ſubmitting en- 
tirely to her Diſpoſal, that ſhe was not un- 
worthy the many Favours they had honoured 
her with. * enn 

Madam de St. Preuil interrupted her, while 
ſhe was making theſe Proteſtations, by aſk- 
ing her, if ſhe never im the Secret of 
my Birth to any one ? I would ſooner loſe 
my Life, replied this Girl with come 
Warmth. What Madam! cried ſhe, lift» 
ing up her Hands to Heaven with moſt 
horrid Aſſeverations, do you think, after 
the Obligations I am under, I could be ca- 
pable of ſuch a thing? No, continued 
my Mother, I ever thought you faithful; 
but an Accident has lately happened with 
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to a moſt frightful Embarraſſment, out of 
which none but you can extricate ne. 
My Mother then ſhewed the Chamber- 
maid the Letter I mentioned before.” The 
Girl reddened very much; and ſoftening her 
Voice, ſaid, Madam, wohen was this Letter 
wrote ? To-day, replied my Mother, trem- 
bling (having obſerved Louiſon change Co- 
Jour) Why do you aſk me that Queſtion ? 
Tell me ſincerely, added ſhe, caſting a Look 
at me, for you give me a moſt inexpreſſible 
Uneaſineſs. 

The Chambermaid WY for a Minute 
and then aſſured Madam de St. Preuil, ſhe 
had no Reaſon to make herſelf uneaſy a- 
bout this Adventure. What you tell me, 
ſaid my Mother (interrupting her with ſome 
Warmth) does not afford me the leaſt Con- 
lation, I ſee plainly you have ſpoke of it, 
and I am ruined paſt Redemption, if you 
ann it any longer from me. 

Theſe Words were ſpoke with that Air 
of Authority, they had the deſired Effect. 
Loui ſon threw hetfelf at my Mother's Feet, 

and fell a crying. Well! my Secret is di- 
vulged, ſaid Madam de St. Preuil, greatly 
troubled. I was but too apprehenſive of it. 
Tell me then the Circumſtances of my Mil- 
fortune. Alas! I miſtruſted it all- along, 
added the, :caſting a wiſhful Look at me, 
len 9 melted. me into Tears, M. * 
£7 4* | b 


* 
* 


N vl 7 10 


— 


„ 


21 


Young Lady of Quality. © 


St. Preuil is informed, I am ruined; it wil 


be in vain to diſſemble any longer. dert 
If he is informed, replied Louiſon, wiping 
her Eyes, I ſwear to you again, Madam, it 
is not from me; in ſhort, if it is diſcovered, 
it muſt be by a moſt wicked Perſon, who 
has betrayed the moſt ſacred Thing in our 
Religion. Pleaſe to hearken to me a little, 
and I am perſuaded, after the Relation I 
ſhall make, you will be better ſatisfied, and 
not blame me. 7 * 1 
We were exceeding careful not to inter- 
rupt her, being very eager to hear the fatal 
Hiſtory ſhe had promiſed us. We placed 
ourſelves cloſe by Louiſon, who expreſſed 
herſelf in the following Manne. 
About three Years ago, continued ſhe, I 
fell ſick,. and was at the Point of Death; 
when my Father Confeſſor came, and told 
me, my Phyſician had given me over; and 
that I ought to think of nothing but my 
Salvation. This terrible Denunciation ſhock- 
ed me; for I was always greatly terrified at 
the Thoughts of Death. I begged his Aſ- 
ſiſtance, to put me in a Condition to per- 
form this great Work, and promiſed to deli- 
ver myſelf up abſolutely to his ghoſtly Coun- 
cl and Advice. He brought me to a general 
Confeſſion, till which Time I had never been 
at the Tribunal of the Penitence du Secret, 
ſince the Birth of Miſs Agnes, on which Ac- 


count I had a Scruple of Conſcience ;_ and 


without 
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- without declaring the Nature of it, I aſked | 
my Confeſſor, if I was privy to a Sin com- 


mitted by another, was I obliged to reveal 
it? My bo zealous Director declared in the 


Affirmative. He wound me about in ſuck 


2 Manner, and frighted me ſo with the Tor- 


ments of Hell, beſides, the Idea I had that 
the'Tribunal of Penitence was a Well, from 
whence nothing ever came out, that I related 
the whole Matter of Fact; and the Terror 
I was in made me ſo imprudent, as to diſ- 
cover even the Names. He pronounced my 
receiving the Jewels a great Crime; and 
faid, I could not keep them, without riſquing 

my Salvation z and for this Reaſon, becauſe 
it was a Sort of Premium, which made me 
an Accomplice with my Miſtreſs ; that I was 
an Inſtrument in bringing a Child into a 


Family, which, contrary to all Laws, could 


not- partake the Inheritance of thoſe which 


were legitimate; that it would be a manifeſt 


Robbery ; and that I ſhould be made to an- 


ter for it before Heaven. I deſired to know 
what Atonement I ſhould make. You muſt 


firſt, ſaid he, give me the Jewels to return, 
which I ſhall make a proper Uſe of; and 


you muſt promiſe me, if you ſhould be ſo 


happy as to recover, to go and find out the 


Lady, and engage her to endeavour to in- 


ſpire this ſuppoſed Child of her Huſband 


with an Inclination for the Convent; but, 


x * cannot _ that, to provide for 7 
ſo 
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ſo that ſhe may not wrong her Brothers. Tf 
your late Miſtreſs deſpiſes your Advice, you 
muſt threaten to tell her Huſband-what has 
happened; and if it ſhould be neceſſary, not 
ons threaten, but actually do it : However, 

if Matters are brought td this Extremity, 
you muſt obſerve a great deal of Prudence 

in a Caſe ſo delicate, and make the Report 

in as favourable Circumſtances as poſſible, 

ſo as to give no Scandal or Trouble to the 
Family; for if unfortunately you ſhould,. 
you would become anſwerable for all the 
Misfortungs which might attend it, and may. 
be very ſeverely puniſhed for it in the next 1 
„ Te Tens. r 

What could I oppoſe to theſe Reaſons, 
which ſeemed ſo well grounded, and which. 
came ſo powerfully out of the Mouth of a 
Perſon, who was for that Quarter of an 
Hour my Judge, and the Arbiter of my 
eternal Fate? I ſubmitted to every Thing 
he required of me; I promiſed to do what- 
ever he propoſed; I gave up my Diamonds; 
happy for me, I thought, they were not | 
ſold. What would I not have done to avoid | 
the Torments of Hell, with which I was 
threatened ? I would have ſacrificed all, and | 
every Thing I had in this World on that 
Account, F 
The Doctors were miſtaken this Time; an 

 Innocent*Meditine reſtored my Health. ! 
was ſcarcely recovered, before I had forgot 
5 | the 
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the Promiſes I made my Director. Eves 


ſince that Time, continued Loui ſan, I never 
- heard it ſpoke of. I have Reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect, this unexpected Accident which has 


Happened, muſt come from my Confeſſor; 


and if that is the Caſe, he is a Monſter, who 
Ought to be ſeverely puniſhed,” to deter ſuch 


People from divulging the Secrets they are 


- Intruſted with; or elſe, no one would care 
to reveal all their 8 Actions to them. 


This laſt Reflection did not afford us the 
leaſt Comfort for the Chambermaid's Indiſ- 


cretion; my Mother, on the contrary, found 


herſelf more uneaſy than ever. Before this 
Detail, ſhe had ſome flattering Hopes, tho 


ſmall; but now, there was not the leaſt 
Doubt the Secret muſt have tranſpired : We 


deliberated ſome Time, what Courſe to take. 
Louiſon was of Opinion, it would be beſt to 
go immediately, and find out her Director; 


andi if poſſible, learn from his own Mouth, 


ho this Secret came to be diſcloſed. How- 


ever mortifying this Viſit was to my Mo- 


ther, we made it, unable in our preſent 


Situation to think of a better Method of 


proceeding. 


TLouiſon conducted us to this Eccleſiaſtic. 
At his Door we were told he was dying, 
And ſaw no-body. We were about to turn 
hack, much chagrined at this unexpected 


Accident, which threw us into our, firſt Per- 
plexity ; when a Prieſt came up, and aſked 
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our Names, and what we wanted. Louiſor - 
told him, our Buſineſs was an im 
Secret, and abſolutely neceſſary that the ſick 


ant 


Man ſhould know. This Meſſage deter- 


mined the Prieſt, who aſſured us, he would 


immediately go and uſe his Endeavours that 
we might be introduced. He returned a 
Moment after, and conducted us into the 
dying Man's Chamber 

What a Spectacle was here, m my Princeſs! 


| that of a Man whoſe Soul was juſt leaving 


his Body; but, I ſhall omit giving you the 


Deſcription ; ſuch Objects are very frightful, 


fill us with melancholy, gloomy Thoughts, 
and the Impreſſions they leave on the Mind 
are not eaſily effaced; for my own Fart, 1 


was exceſſively ſhocked. 


We agreed, that Lowiſon ſhould talk to 
her Director; ſhe therefore got cloſe to his 
Ear, and told him the Buſineſs ſhe and 
Madam de St. Preuil were come upon. I 
have done no more than my Duty, ſaid the 
ſick Man, in a low, faint Voice, which was 
a Preſage of his ſpeedy Diſſolution; I kept 
the Diamonds with a Deſign to have returned 
them myſelf, and made a Pretence, that they 
had been ſtolen; my Deſign was alſo to ad- 
viſe M. de St. Preuil to make his Will in 
Favour of his Sons, and to leave the Child, „ 
which paſſed for his Daughter, but juſt 
enough for her Subſiſtence. I had thought 
of a Method to accompliſh this Deſign, 

e N without 
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without diſcovering the Lady's Secret, but, 
Heaven would not permit me to acquit my- 
ſelf of | this religious Duty, having been 
confined to my Bed for theſe laſt three Years 
paſt, and was in Hopes, ſooner or later, of 
_ getting Abroad, ſo that I did not determine 
till Yefterday, what I did to Day. The juſt 
Apprehenſion I was under of — this 
World, without being able to perform what 
Lintended, determined me at once. I ſent 
to my Confeſſor, who, if he punctually 
ubſerved my Inſtructions, M. de St. PreuiÞs 
Lady, — not be under any Sort of Un- 
ealin is; the would be to blame to confeſs 


any-Thing; and, if the Zeal of my Direc- 


tor, has carried him too far, I pray Heaven 
to give him Grace, and to pardon all our 
Offences. He could ſay no more, but de- 


fire us to retire, that he might not be diſ- 


turbed, he ſaid, in thoſe few precious Mo- 
ments he had left to implore the divine 
Mercy. As we could not poſſibly learn any 
more of him, we took our Leave, and at 
going out, deſired to know who this Prieſt's 
Director was, and where he lived, intend- 
ing to go and talk with him, and learn from 
his own Mouth, how he had acquitted him- 
ſelf of his Commiſſion, _ 
Here, may it pleaſe your Highneſs, 1 fix 
the firſt Era of my Misfortunes. Would 


1 to the Lord 1 had never bren ax this Con, 


ference 1 
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ference ! I ſhould have avoided a great deal 
of Vexation-and Sorrow. nas 
Abbot Traina/ſeau was the Name of the 
Director, to whom we paid our next Viſit, 
who received us with all the Politeneſs of a 
fine Gentleman. We found him in a large 
Study, finely ornamented, before him was 


a grand Ebony Bureau, ſpread with ſeveral 


Folios, half open. Every-Thing around 
him was exceeding neat, and ſo exact in 


his Perſon, his Hair, his Linnen, and his 


Gown, that they were all perfectly nice. 
Tho' not young, he had a youthful Manner, 
his Language was pure, his Expreſſions 
well choſen; when he ſpoke there was ſuch 
a bewitching Power in. his Eloquenee, one 
.could not help acquieſcing in every Senti- 
ment he advanced. It was ſeldom, if ever, 
he was contradicted; he often ſeemed to 
aſſent in order to diſſent, and by his Man- 
ner of Addreſs, would return to the Charge, 
and always bring you over to bis Opinion. 
He was no ſooner told my Mother's 
Name, but he informed her, he had done 
himſelf the Honour to write to her that very 
Day, and that ſhe would be ſatisfied of the 
Truth of it when ſne came home. While 
he was pronouncing theſe Words, he drew 
my Mother an Elbow Chair, and then pre- 
ſented me to another, and at the ſame Time 
ſeemed, as if he durſt not preſume to lite 
up his Eyes, or venture to look me in the 
| £4 — 
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ll 'Face; nevertheleſs; I afterwards catch'd him 
now-and-then ſtealing a Glance at me; I 
call it ſtealing, becauſe I could never ſur- 
Ptize him in the Fact. en de 
Ater entertaining us a few Minutes, diſ- 
*courſing upon Things indifferent, he roſe, 
and taking my Mother. by the Hand, led 
her aſide towards a Window. I ſoon found 
he began to make many Apologies, for be- 
ing charged with that cruel Commiſſion; 
thoſe were his Words. He mentioned his 
having had a long Conference that Morning 
with M. de St. Preuil, which turned chiefly 
on the Method that ought to be taken in 
ſettling all his Eſtate on his Sons, and how 
to prevent ſuch a Diſpoſition's being diſputed 
- after his Death, by me his ſuppoſed Daugh- 
ter, and owned, at the opening this Propo- 
ſition, my Mother's Huſband was greatly 
- agitated, and- had employed all his Elo- 
- quence, to diſcover the ſecret Cauſe of 
this Advice. That he, the Director, was 
of Opinion, though it was a very delicate 
Point, he ſhould ſee M. de St. Preuil very 
eaſy, by giving him an Idea of the Inno- 
cency of the Affair, and prevent his pene- 
trating into the real Matter of Fact, and by 
that Means, diveſt his Mind of a Notion, 
which the Paſſion he was in with his Wife 
gave him a Glimpſe of, and might poſſibly 
prove of bad Conſequence. This Contri- 
vance, ſeemed the moſt extravagant and 
FE, | 8 cruelleſt 
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cruelleſt Thing in the World for me, by © 
making M. de St. Preuil believe I was a 
Counterfeit, and that my Mother, in Order 
to engage her Huſband's, Affections more 
and more, and like wiſe to ſecure a Subſiſt- 
ence, in Caſe ſhe ſhould ſurvive him, (hav- 
ing no Child, nor any Hopes of one) ſhe 
had Recourſe to this Artifice, with a View 
of ſucceeding in theſe two important Points. 
The Abbot farther declared, that this Ar- 
tifice ſeemed to pacify M. de St. Preuil, that 
he left him in ſo calm a Diſpoſition, ſhe 
had no Reaſon to be afraid of his Reſent- 
ment, and doubted not, he had managed 
Matters ſo artfully, the Intereſt of Heaven, 


as well as my Mother“ s, were en well 


taken Care ot. | Gall bei 
He finiſhed his Diſcourſe by-r repeati g to 
Madam de St. Preuil, that he had — 
ſelf the Honour to write her a very long 
Letter, informing her very fully of all theſe 
Things, and that ſhe would at her Return 
home, meet with his Meſſenger, who had 
Orders, if ſne ſhould happen to be Abroad, 


to wait till ſne came, and deliver the Pacquet 


into her own Hands; and concluded, with 
aſſuring her, in a very polite Manner, of. 
his intereſting himſelf very ſtrongly in her 
Favour, and doing ee in his 1 
to oblige her. ; on bi; 
It is nl to. imagine, "Mother 5 
was n well ſatisfied with the Abbot's 
8 C 3 1 
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Proceedings and Profeſſions. She acknow- 
ledged her Obligations in the politeſt man - 
ner, and begged he would be her Director 
and mine for the future. He modeſtly ac- 
cepted the Employment, and — 2 to 

form the Office, with as much Zeal as 
| mation. 

We were about to take our Leave of this 
ſeducing Ecclefiaſtic, (and only. waited the 
Return of 'a Servant, who was gone to pro- 
cure us a Light, as it began to grow to- 
wards Night) when this Domeſtic appeared, 
and told us M. de St. Prexil was at the Door. 

My Mother now thought herſelf ruined paſt 
| ion, and ſhrieked out. The Abbot, 
who was endued with a greater Preſence of 
Mind than moſt People, immediately left 
the Room, without ſaying a Word to us, 
and took the Key of it in his Pocket. We 
judged, that to prevent a Scene, in which 
he would be equally embarraſſed with us, 
he thought it moſt convenient to go and 
meet M. de St. Prauil, who was at the Heels 
pf the Servant that gave us the Alarm. We 

bleſt Heaven for bringing us to a Perſon 
who was ſo prudent. It was at this Time 
my Mother told Louiſon and me, the Ac- 

count 1 have now related. 
However cruel: this Relation was for me, 
1 did not ſhew any Signs of Difcontent. My 
' Concern for my Mother employed my 

Thoughts much more than my own 2 

tere 
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tereſt, I congratulated her very ſincerely; _ 
that her Affairs had taken ſo favourable/ a 
Turn. In Spite of all the Reaſons ſhe; had 
to be more eaſy, M. de &. Preuil's Viſit at 
this Time, diſturbed her horribly. Whe- 
ther her Diſorder. proceeded: from an Impa- 
tience of being thoroughly ſatisfied, it really 
appeared very natural. 'Fhe Affair was ex- 
ceeding — and the critical Situation 
we were then in, made it no eaſy Matter to 
be compoſed. | 
As we were diſcuſling all theſe Points, we 
| heard the Study Door open, which had been 
locked upon us above an Hour; we fancied 
that M. de St. Prim being gone, the Ab- 
bot was come to ſet us at Liberty; but how 
great was our Surpriſe, when we ſaw him 
follow / the Eccleſiaſtic cloſe at his Heels ! 
My Mother changed Countenance, and was 
ready to faint away. For my Part, I was 
motionleſs; I could not conceive the Rea- 
ſon. of this ſtrange Event. I accuſed the 
Director in my Heart of being a Villain, 
who, for ſome Ends unknown to us, _— 
thus cruelly ſacrifice my Mother, after 

ving her ſuch — Hopes, that he 
would poſitively ſerve her. But, I did not 
then know how artful the Abbot was, I had 
not been long enough acquainted. with him. 
No ſooner was this ingenious Divine en- 


tered the Study, but he thus addreſſech hin 


Difouſe to my Mother. Be aſſured Ma- 
C 4 dam, 
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dam, the Gentleman your Huſband is in- 
formed. I have not Crupled to tell him, I 
defired your coming hither, that I might 
let you know, I was. obliged to give him 
an Account of this ſuppoſititious Child 
(which has been concealed from him with 
ſo much Care) that it may no longer be 
kept a Myſtery from a Huſband who loves 
vou tenderly. He now. meets you here, 
and has previouſly aſſured me, he will for- 
give it, as your Intentions were innocent, 
provided, he has a plain Declaration of the 
whole Matter of Fact from your own Mouth. 
J have given this worthy Gentleman to un- 
derſtand alſo, that you have been ſo exceſ- 


5 ſiwely chagrin'd about it, as not to be pre- 


vailed upon by any Means as yet, to diſcloſe 
to him — — that was given to me 
on the confeſſional Chair. I would have 
excuſed you this cruel Detail, if I might 

have been permitted to reveal it myſelf. 
But, if you continue in the ſame Sentiments, 
of letting your Huſband (whoſe Love is 

without Reſerve) into the Secret, only give 
me Leave to explain the Myſtery to him, 
I will clear it up in the ſame Manner _ 

confided it to me. 
My Mother has Mail. to me twenty | 
Fines; ſhe was, at the Beginning of this 
Diſcourſe, all over of a cold Sweat, but, 
towards the Concluſion, her Spirits began 


to revive. - She had no o Occaſion to put on 
e a coun- 
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a counterfeit Concern, to make her Uneaſi- 
neſs appear more natural; you would have 
pitied her. She had only juſt Strength 
enough to throw herſelf at- M. de St. Preuil's 
Feet, and implore his Pardon for the pre- 
tended Suppoſition. This Scene, though 
fallacious, had all the Appearance of Rea- 
lity, in ſo much, that her Huſband was 
moved with Compaſſion. He took her up 
in his Arms, and embraced her tenderly. 
He carried his Good - will ſo far, as to diſ- 
„ with her giving the Detail herſelf, 
auſe it would give her Pain. My Mo- 
ther, who now entered perfectly well into 
the Genius of the Abbot, told the Eccleſi- 
aſtic, ſhe' gave him Leave to reveal what 
ſhe had intruſted him with: The Abbor, 
upon this, made a profound Reverence to 
M. de St. Preuil, and addrefſed him in the 
following Manner. 
I will not pretend Sir, to palliate, or any 
ways excuſe the Lady, for/a'Suppoſition, of 
which ſhe is culpable before Heaven, and 
before Men. The Law has eſtabliſned Pu- 
niſhments for fuch, who on any Pretence 
whatſoever tranſgreſs. them. Heaven has 
alſo its Vengeance in Store, I ſhall do no 
more in this preſent Oceurrence than relate 
plain Matters of Fact, reſerving -to myſelf 
after J have concluded, a Right of making 
ſuch Repreſentations as are agreeable: to my 
Fu I 
„ Ss Madam 
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Madam de St. Preuil, who I am v 
confident, was moſt unwilling to ; 
upon you, aſſured me, Sir, when ſhe 1 
you had not that Inclination for her, ſhe ſo 
much wiſhed and deſired, ſhe imagined, the 
Misfortune- of having no Child was the 
Cauſe of it, ſhe therefore determined to uſe 
her Endeavours to have one at any Rate. 
Advice of Doctors, Vows, Pilgrimages, in 
ſhort, every lawful Means was put in Prac- 
tice, which it was Thought might prove 
efficacious. But Heaven, whoſe Ways are 
. paſt finding out, would not now permit it. 
She communicated her Grief and Regret to 
a favourite Chambermaid, in whom ſhe had 
great Confidence. This Girl, always zeal- 
doully attached to her Lady, took upon her 
to contrive a Way to accompliſh her ſecret 
Deſires, by a peculiar Method unheard of 
before, which was — 6h the Girl found her- 
ſelf in the Condition her Miſtreſs wanted to 
be in, and at the ſame Time, under a Ne- 
ceſſity of making an Advantage of it, to 
extricate herſelf out of a real Trouble. 

Louiſon had plighted her Troth to the 
Huſband ſhe now has. For Reaſons, which 
it is not at preſent material to explain, the 
Marriage was retarded ; in the interim an 
unpardonable Weakneſs made her ſuþmit to 
his Intreaties, before ſhe ought to have done; 
in ſhort, ſhe found herſelf with Child, and 
this Hint the eagerly purſued for the * 
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e her Miſtreſs, who approved of it; they 


ſettle the Point of Time, ſhe gives it out, 
that her Lady is with Child, who-endeavours 
to appear ſa, uſes Means to perſuade her 
Huſband of it, whom ſhe adores, and is 

ambitious of captivating. Louiſan was de- 
livered at the proper Time, The next 
Day, her Lady pretends to be in Labour. 
They take Advantage of your Abſence, the 
Child is ſuppoſed, baptized by your name, 
and the Suppoſition continues to this Day. 
However, ſome Months after, Madam 
found herſelf really pregnant, ſhe then, re- 


o 


gretted, but too late, the Crime ſhe had + 


committed. *Tis now in vain, tis paſt Re- 


demption. How to declare this. Suppoli- 


tion? How to remedy it? What Expreſ- 
ſions could be made Uſe of for ſuch a Con- 
feſſion? Would it not produce very tick- 


liſh. Conſequences ? They thought it the 


prudenteſt Way therefore ta be filent, even 


till Death, which is toa often the Cale, and 
then fatisfy Heaven and the World, 


But, he who watches inceſſantly over all 


our Actions, and whilſt he permits Crimes, 
reſerves his Vengeance, after having waited. 
a long Time for Reparation,. the lazy Sin- 
ner at laſt feels the Weight of his Arm, 
which brings her to Repentance. Louiſon fell 
tick, and was at the Point of Death, ſhe then 
felt the ſecret Cauſe of her Viſitation, ſhe 
confeſſed, begged, 88 and promiſed 


Satisfaction. 
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Satisfaction. Her Confeſſor, charged with 
remedying the Injuſtice of this Suppoſition, 
was himſelf given- over, I affiſted him in 
bis laſt Moments, he delivered up his 
Charge to me, and I here now diſcharge 
myſelf r 
This, Sir, continued this moſt artful Di- 
rector, is the true State of the Caſe. Ma- 
dam who came here with an Intention of 
declaring it to you herſelf, took Care to 
bring along with her that Chambermaid 1 
mentioned, (whom undoubtedly you remem- 
ber) to be ready to bear Witneſs of the Truth. 
It was with great Difficulty Madam could 
be prevailed upon to comply with ſo morti- 
fying a Proceeding. The Secret, I doubt 
not, will be kept. inviolable, as we all know 
the Conſequence, and I am perſuaded, you 
will be generous enough to protect her, to 
_ Pardon what is paſt, and think no more of 
een eee 
Thus the Abbot finiſhed his furprifing 
Hiſtory, to which he added ſome ſaluta 
Advice, agreeable to the Subject. Louiſon 
and 1 were ſo aſtoniſned, we had not the 
Uſe of our Faculties for ſome Time. I have 
laughed twenty Times fince, till the Tears 
came into my Eyes, when I reflected, the 
frighted, ſtupid Figure, this poor Girl 
made, whom they were religiouſly ſcanda- 
- Tifing out of Charity, in order to reſtore my 
Mother's broken Honour. - Lowiſon * 
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ted to me afterwards, ſhe was ſeveral Times 
on the Brink of declaring it to be all falſe, 
and of expoſing the Abbot z and nothing 
but her tender Regard for Madam. de Sz 
Preuil could have prevented her; thoug 
ſhe had conceived, From that Time, ſuch a 
Hatred to that Traitor of a Director, that 
ſhe aſſured me ſhe ſhould never ceaſe abuſ- 
ing him, and would not fale ruining him, 
if any Opportunity offered, for daring to 
be guilty of ſo impudent an Impolition, 
and Aſperſion, as he was on this Occaſion, 

My Mother, however, found herſelf very 
happy, that this honeſt Man had of his own 
Accord, diſpoſed every - thing fo ingeniouſly. 

M. de St. Preuil behaved to her afterwards, 
as well as ſhe could deſire. We returned 
home together, but, with very different Re- 
flections. I immediately began to feel all _ 
the Rigor of my Condition. In Effect, 
could any-thing be more cruel? What a 
Fall, my Princeſs ! From a Perſon of Quali- 
ty, I became at once, the Daughter of a 
Man and Woman, ſprung from nothing, in 

a State of Servitude, expecting to be treated 
as ſuch. I paſt the Night, which ſucteed- 
ed that fatal Day, ip ſuch Agitation, as is 
not to be equalled ; I was compleatly mif- 
ſerable; I conceived a thouſand Refolutions, 
the one more terrible than the other, I could 
not tell what to conclude, my Fate ſhogk- 


ed me. | | n ö ; 
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The Sun was ſeveral Hours above the 
Horizon, and I had never cloſed my Eyes; 
but at length, I began to be a little drowly, 
when 1 heard ſome - Body knock ſoftly at my 
Chamber-door, and call me by my Name. 
1 knew it to be my Mother's Voice. In 
the horrible Situation I found myſelf, no- 
thing could give me greater Conſolation 
than her dear Preſence. I therefore, inſtant- 
ly opened the Door, Her Countenance was 
as fad, and dejefted, as mine. I obſerved 
too, ſhe had been crying, and did not doubt 

my being the Cauſe of it. 
Agnes, ſaid. ſhe, after ordering me to go 
t into my Bed again, I perceive. you have 
i been crying, you cannot poſſibly grieve for 
= the extreme good Luck I have had, by being 
delivered out of that dangerous Dilenima 
I was involved in? If I had not repoſed an 
entire Confidence in you, or you had been 
leſs dear to me; . ſhould I have given you 
F thoſe. Proofs you have received Are you 
| apprehenſive of feeling any more Uneaſineſs 
than you at preſent do, on Account of this 
pretended Suppoſition? No, my Child, I 
1 intend. to make your future Happineſs my 
| © Principal Care, and if Wien 18 con- 
tinues che ſame good Diſpoſitions Lleft him 


| i, depend pen. vs wall continue. to 
live as we. ule | to do.. tin 3d =: 136 77 
, At theſe W. 2 caſt myſelf about 
1 Madam de St. Preuils Neck, and affured 

! 

| 

| 


e, I reſpefted her fo tenderly, I would 
4 Seo Bt. 
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My Child, I owe him every - thing, ſaid ſhe, 


* 
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not only ſacrifice the deareſt Thing L had in 


the World, but even lay down my Life 
for her Sake. She ſhewed great Pleaſure at 


my tender Behaviour on this Occaſion. We 


afterwards entertained ourſelves with the laſt 
Evening's Adventure. She praiſed the Ab- 
bot's Wiſdom, and Ingenuity, to the Skies. 


he has foud out the Secret of cz 

M. de St. Preuil, and I doubt not, if he 
continues to viſit him, he will put him into 
the moſt favourable Diſpoſition with Regard 
both to you and me. We ought to make 
him a Viſit to acknowledge our Gratitude, 
which I have Thoughts of doing after Maſs. 
As for you, I would have you let him know, 
how ſenſible you are of his obliging Pro- 


ceedings, and in Order to engage him to 


continue his Friendſhip to us, I intend he 
ſnall be our Conductor for the Time to come, 
both in our temporal, as well as ſpiritual 
Concerns; with ſuch a Guide, we muſt needs 
run our Race happily, and arrive with Peace 
19 Comfort at the different Points we have 
in View. i 3 


Aſter this, my Mother told me, M. de 


St. Phewil had not as yet determined any- 


thing concerning me, but ſhe could very 
eaſily foretel his Sentiments on that Head, 
by the Uneaſineſs he had ſhewn on my Ac 
count, ſince his Knowledge of my Condis, 


tion. 1 was very ſenſible of this Attention 


ſrom a-Perſon, to whom, according to this 
® 85 con- 


49. The MEMOIRS a 


contrived Story, I had no Sort of Relation, 
I intended therefore to behave towards him 
with fo much Deference and Reſpect for the 

future, as not to give him any Caule to think 

of abandoning me to my unhappy Deſtiny. 
Before I proceed to the following Adven- 
tures, it is neceſſary to break off here for a 
few Moments. M. de St. Preuil, is going 
to act a very intereſting Part; ſo that I muſt 
make you a little better acquainted with 
him. You have here his Picture, which 1 is 


th very proper in this Place. 


- He was fifty Years of Age, tall, well- 
ſhaped,” with a Countenance that prepoſſeſ-. 
fed one very highly in his Favour. © His 
Courage, which he had ſignalized on many 
Occaſions, was intrepid, and for which he 
was called Captain of the Good Succeſs 
Man of War. He merited afterwards by 
his ſignal Services the higheſt Stations. The 
Court made a Pomt of his being promoted 
to the Rank of Lieutenant-General, and, 
bating his Bluntneſs, which ſavoured a little 
too much of the Tar, he might be reckoned 
an accompliſhed Cavalier. 

_ ©» He never had a Paſſion for any Whenan 
but his own Wife, and was always exceſ- 
ſively jealous. | He liked the Sex in general 
moderately ; but as he did not eſteem them, 

he rarely attached himſelf to any one par- 

. ticularly. He indulged a ſecret Pleaſure in 

looking at them, but avoided their Conver- 


ae, and if he happened to tancy one 1115 
t 


than another, the Diffidence he had, of be- 
ing liked, or liſtened to, always diſcouraged 


him. In: ſhort, if the firſt Motion of his 4 


Suit had not the deſired Effect, his Paſſioen 
took a Diſguſt, and was no ſooner dun EX 
but it was extinguiſned again. . 
One Touch more, and I have done. Tho 

M. de St. Preuil was by Nature haughty, he 

deteſted Flattery; the Cuſtom of the World, 
and what we term Politeneſs, he deſpiſed, as 
meer Affectation; he always wiſh d there was 
more Sincerity and leſs Complaiſance in the 
World. He had in the utmoſt Contempt all 


thoſe, who, to ingratiate themſelves, — 2 or 


at the Failings of the Great; it was a Maxim 
with him to treat them with Familiarit7 
to diſcover their Defects, and endeavour to 
reclaim them; if any one repreſented to him, 
that by ſuch a Behaviour, they ſhould riſque. 
what they had obtained — great Dif· 
ficulty, as well as Prejudice their Hopes 
of further Advancement; he would anſwer; 
it were better never to have any- thing, than to 
gain Power, and Riches, at the Expence of 
Honour, and Virtue. In a Word, as he 
knew his own Temper, he had no intimate 
Friends? And declared, he by that Means, 
found out the Secret of ſpenging his _ 5 
with Tranquillity. y. 

I ſhall now return to my Mother ; me ad- 
viſed me, as ſoon as I was dreſſed, to wait 
upon M. de St. Preuil, at whole Departure, 

; i . We 
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ve ſhould go to Maſs; and from thence to 
the Abbor's, and that ſhe would ftay for 
me in hey. own Room. This Viſit: to M. de 
St. Pyenil coſt me dear. I put on my moſt 
ordinary Gown, that I might appear plain 
and decent, agreeable to my new Condition. 
J, who uſed to be exceeding nice in decking 
myſelf out, altered it even to a Patch. 
This Change hurt me, though my Perſon 
was ſtill the ſame, I could not appear before 

my Glaſs wichout fighing: inwardly, when 
 TF beheld the different Figure 1 made to 
what Þ was uſed to do. The Remarks 
of my Chambermaid, and her Exclama- 
tions, at ſeeing: me dreſſed in this Manner, 


were Daggers de my Heart. | rom, — to 


_ Hetls' Pride, which got the Better of m 
Stief, my Tears would have forced a Paf- 


ſage, and I ſhould have diſcovered my 
Weakneſs. Dann 
7 innate Vanity got the Afcendant. I 
left my] Room, without giving the Maid a 
Word of Anſwer, and went to M. de S.. 
PreuPs Apartment. I thought, I was now 
no longer the ſame Perſon, who had been 
treated with the tendereſt Regard, always 
allowed to go in and out without aſking any 
Leave. I ſtopped at M. dy Sr. Preuil's 
Cloſet Door, and aſked his Valet - de- Cham- 
Dre, \greatly embarraſſed, if his Mafter was 


"= 


to 
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to be ſeen; and. I ſhould not diſturb him. 
Your Highneſs may pleaſe to obſerve, I 
durſt not call him Father, I made uſe of 
the Word Maſter, which I had never beers 
accuſtomed to before, The | Valet-de- 
Chambre did not ſeemingly give any Heed 
to this Sort of Behaviour, and according to 
Cuſtom opened the Door, without making 
any Reply. I heſitated whether I ſhould go 
in or not, which made M. de St. Preuil fay 
twice; who's there? Upon this, E ventur- 
ed to advance a little fart ber. 
IJ any perfuaded, your Highneſs would 
have pitied me, had you been preſent when 
I preſented myſelf ro M. de. St. Preuil, who 
turning. his Head, and ſeeing who it was, 
ſaid, in his common Tone, (which is a lie- 
tle rough) why don't yon come in them? 
That Tone, which F ought to haue remem- 
bered, as 1 had been ſo long accuſtomed to 
it, appeared under the Apprehenſions F then 
was, deſigned on Purpoſe for me. I had 
pore a ſhort liment to addreſs 

im in, but was fo terrified, it quite lipr 
my Memory, and 1 ſtood like a Statue. 
M. de St. Preuil was returned to his Writ- 
ing, and did not look off his Paper again 
for ſome Minutes. This Behaviour, though 
it had no Meaning in it, mortified me very 
much, notwithſtanding I never uſed to be 
treated with any Sort of Ceremony. I 
looked upon it as a freſh Inſtanes of the little 
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egard he ſhewed for me. This Notion 
made ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion upon me, and 


had gained ſo upon my Mind, inſtead of 


advancing, I turned about, with Tears in my 
Eyes, in order to go away. I could not en- 
dure to ſtay any longer in a Flace, where I 
fanced myſelf diſregarded. 


The Noiſe I made at going out, W ee 


N. de St. Preuil to lift up his Head. Why 


are you going away, my Child, ſaid he? I 
have ſome · thing to ſay to you; I will only 
finiſh. my Letter, the. Poſt ſtays, and I ſhall 
haye done in a Moment. Theſe few Words 
diſſipated my Fears, it made me ſtart, to 


hear him call me, my Child. I apprehended, 


was alarmed without Reaſon, I went there- 

fore and ſat me doun BY: the F ire, mch 
eaſiet in my Mind. 

Well, my Dear 8 How 4 you * a 


Said M. de St. Preuil, after he had given his 


Letter to a Footman, and ordered him to 
let no one in; are you not, (as indeed we 
all muſt be) exceedingly aſtoniſhed, at the 
extraordinary News we were told Yeſterday | [ 
For my own Part, I proteſt, continued he, 
J have hardly recovered my Surprize. But 


What do | ſee? looking ſtedfaſtly at me, 


the Tears are in your Eyes, and you ſeem 
overwhelmed. with Sorrow, what Folly ! and 


your Dreſs too. I dare venture a wager, 
this Adventure has touched your little Heart, 


. ory 
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Head, of Things which will never happ 
Go! you are a meer Child. Is it — 
with your Senſe, to know Madam de $7. 
Preuil and I no better. Has not ſhe told 
ou? I deſired ſhe would make you eaſy. 
Hear me, my Child, continued he, taking 
me by the Hand, 1 don't ſay your Affliction 
is abſolutely without Cauſe. I am more 
concerned for your Intereſt than you ima- 
gine. Do you underſtand me right? 
This Diſcourſe affected me ſo much, and 
inſpired me with ſuch a Senſe of Gratitude, 
I roſe up to throw myſelf at M. de St. Preuil's 
Feet; but he prevented, and embraced me; 
make yourſelt eaſy, 1 ſay, continued he, 
forcing me to ſit down again. I have a De- 
ſign in my Head, which will be no Misfor- 
tune to you, but in the mean Time, till I 
find a convenient Opportunity of communi- 
cating my Intentions, live as you uſed to 
of do, that neither the Servants, nor the World, 
- may have any Sort af Suſpicion. Are you 
3 not my Child? Go! ſet your little Heart 
4 at Reſt, Time will bring all Things about, 


c 
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it and believe me, you will find yourſelf. very 
happy. MINI 13 N19 x * 

I was about acknowledging to M. de St. 

id Preuil how ſenſible I was of his Goodneſs, 

E when a Servant came to tell him there was 

wy a Nobleman at the Door, whom he durſt 

ur not let wait, or ſend away. It happened 


d, to be the Marquiſs de Sbetling.— I had a 
5 Sunne 
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Glimpſe of him in the Houſe once before, 
but was never allowed to be in his Company, 
or indeed the Company of any Man, and 
till that very Day no ane of the Male Sex 
bad ever ſpoke to me. 

I left M. de St. Preuil's Cloſet upon the 
Marquiſs's coming in. What! I ſhould be 
very ſorry to interrupt ſo amiable a Tete-a-' 
Fete. No: Count, continued he, addreſſing 
himſelf to M. de t. Preuil, and at the ſame 
Time, very politely ſtopping me, either 
Miss ſhall come back again, or Iwill bid 


à Good-morrow. M. de St. Preuil ſmiled, 


and faid, 1 was his Daughter going to make 
a Viſit with my Mother; aſſuring the Mar- 


-quib, if ever he happened to ſurprize him 
in an Intrigue, he ſhould with all his Heart 
partake with him. 

I made a very low Courteſy, and too 
my Leave. The Marquis drew himſelf up 
to Jet me paſs By, and ſeemed extremely 
ized, . when he found I was M. de Sr. 
Preuils Daughter; and followed me with 
his Eyes, which I could not help remarking, 
Nothing of this Sort eſcapes a young Perſon, 


eſpecially when a Cavalier is handſome, and 


appears ſo engaging at firſt Sight. My 
„Thoughts were now taken up with what I 
bave here related, much more than with 
[thoſe intereſting Things, I had juſt before 


1 and N 10 By the Truth, it 


would 
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would have been better rauben while to 
have meditated upon. 

My Mother ſeemed perfectly ſatisfied with 
the Account 1 gave her of the Rereption 1 
met with from her Huſband > the: —— 
happy Conſequences from it, and renewed 
. ber former kind Aſſurances of her Goodneſs. 
„Atſter we had returned Thanks to Heaven 
; for our late miraculous Deliverance, we 
proceeded to the Abbot's. Here a Servant 
- told us a certain Dutcheſs, his Penitent, 
1 


EY — > 


whoſe Name it was not proper to mention, 
had ſent her Coach for him that Morning, 
to come and paſs ſome Days with her in = 
Country. Agnes, ſaid my Mather, with an 
Air, that ſnewed ſhe. — Pleaſed to 5 
be told this, you ſee what a Perſon this Di- 
rector is, whom we have made Choice of, 
He is ſaught after by all the great People 
about the Court, they ſtrive who ſhall have 
him. Had I been as well acquainted. with 
him then, as I was a few Tears after, I 
ſhould have told her, what his Servant then 
informed us, was a common Artifice of the 
Abbot's, to impoſe his Penitents in 
that Manner, that he might be thought a 
Man of great Conſequence. It was often 
the Caſe, When he had one of his precious 
Votaries in private with him, to give out 
theſe Soft. — Meſſages. Is it poſſible, m 
Princeſs, that we ſhould Ua dan 
N 7 
pal Prejudiced 
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Prejudiced as I was, by thoſe continual 


ſionately fond of a Director. 


Commendations my Mother daily laviſhed 


upon him, it would have been a very dif- 


ficult Matter, at that Time, to make me 
entertain a bad Opinion of our Director. 


The very firſt Viſit we made him, I was 


charmed with his Manner; I don't know, 


if I did not for ſome Time after, exceed 
my Mother in my Encomiums. What ſhall 
Tay ? I was no ſooner his Penitent, but I 


became his Partizan. I talked Night and 


Day of him to my Mother, and à young 
Moman, M. de St. Preuil had brought into 


the Houſe on a Pretence of keeping me 


Company. I was enchanted, my Princeſs, 


yes, I vow I was enchanted; could you be- 
lieve it poſſible, for any one to be fo paſ- 


. 
1 


About a Month after the fatal Scene 1 


have told you of, in which I played ſo diſ- 


mal a Part, my Mother was obliged to leave 


us, and take a Journey into Provence, an 


Aunt ſhe was Heir to being then at the 
Point of Death. When I heard of this 


Journey, it greatly afflicted me, and I com- 
municated it to the Abbot the ſame Day, for 


I had nothing to conceal from him. He 
aſked me, with a Sort of Earneſtneſs, which 
Pleaſed me, if it was determined I ſhould go 
with my Mother to Provence, and if I did 


not make myſelf- uneaſy without a Cauſe f 
I told him it was true, Madam de St, Preuil 


had 


7 


. uainted with her 
Intentions, but in all Likelihood ſhe would * - 
not leave me in the Houſe by myſelf. "Upon =» 
this I fell a crying. Does not my miſplaced? _ 
Fondneſs aſtoniſſi your Highneſs ? What 
do you W. gen rk Suſpend your judgment 
a Inde; had only a — Friendimip for- 
this Man; — — a Thouſand par- 
ticular Regards for me. When I was ſo me- 
times almoſt eaten up with the Spleen, nhe 
would comfort me; when I reflected on the 
Cruelty of my Stars, he would alleviate m 
Anxiety ſo — in ſuch bewitching 
Language, I was always greatly conſoled, 
and could not think of returning to my on A 
melancholy Reflections, without bitterly re- 
gretting the leaving ſo powerful a Comforter. 
My too charming Director ſent me away 
according to Cuſtom, that is to ſay, well ſa- 
tisfied, and very tranquil. He told me, he 
would find a Method to keep me at Paris; 
and adviſed me to ſay nothing of it ; aſſuring 
me, I ſhould ſee if he deſerved my Confidence, 
and my Regret to leave him. In fact, he no 
co ſpoke to my Mother, but the next 
Day my Fears were removed. Madam de St. 
Preuil told me, ſhe ſhould not take me along 
with her, ſhe loved me too well to endanger 
my being forget by M. de St. Preuil, that it 
was neceſſary I ſhould be a faithful Companion 
to him, and above all Things, endeavour to 
careſs him as much as 5 could. If you was 
N | to 


| and Advantage. 


— 


50 E MEMOIRS 0 


to do otherwiſe, or if I ſhould be ſo impru- 
dent to take you from him, ſaid ſne, my 
Huſband may change thoſe favourable Sen- 
timents he now has — you. Whe knows, 
| — * * —— 2. when. 
| direful Alteration i in 1 J The beſt Way 
therefore to prevent that Misfortune, is to 
obſerve every Tittle of this Advice; which 
comes from our wiſe Director, and you know 
him too well, not to be fully — but 
that he gave it merely for your ſole Intereſt 


This new Advice. gave me infinite Plea- 
ſure: though I durſt not diſcover the Joy to 

my Mother: I impatiently expected the 
I. was to ſee the Abbot. again, — 
tell him how ſenſible I was of the Happi- 
neſs he had procured me. Morning, Noon, 
and Night, I thought of nothing elſe but 
him. But the moſt extraordinary Part of this 
ſtrange Prepoſſeſſion, was, that really thought 
it meritorious. I did not apprehend in the 
leaſt, the Danger I was running into. The 
Converſe of one's Director, hardens the 
Heart, as it were, and makes it inſenſible 
to thoſe very Objects which ſhould concern 
us moſt. I faw my Mother go, without 
feeling that Reluctance one ought to have at 
ſuch a Separation, I did not ſhed ſo much 
as one Tear. Is it not ſtrange, the Appre- 


u of never ſeeing her again, and 2 
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a Prey to the wide World, ſhould not ohce . 


enter into my Head? - 

Immediately. after. the, Departure, of my 
Mother, M. de St. PreuiPs Behaviour was 
quite another Thing, to what it had ever 
been before. I was not only ſurprized, but 
it touched me. Till now, he had always 


treated me like a Daughter, without any Ce- 


remony, and very agreeably, I was no ſooner 
alone with him, but he joined to the Care 
of a tender Parent that of an aſſiduous Lo- 
ver. 1 was very ignorant of the World at 
that Time, being in my fifteenth Year only. 
and had always been kept confined, without 
Company, without Books, conſtantly em- 
ployed at Work in my Mother's Room. 1 
never had any Reaſon to trouble my Head 
am the Men's Way of Thinking, or Act- 
ing. -I imagined os were all ſincere, ne-- | 
ver having had any Cauſe to luſpedt. the 
contrary. -; 
Beſides, *the Wen Madam de Se. 
Preuil adviſed. me to at Parting, made me 
not only very mindful. and complaiſant to 
her Huſband, but I thought of performing 
Miracles. I little Warr: = y that by purſu- 
ing this Conduct, I was forwarding an infi- 
nite Number of Misfortunes, Which were 
on the Brink of falling upon me. 
Not a Day paſſed, but M. de St. Preui! 
brought me ſome new Preſent, The firſt 
Mark of Authority he ſhewed, after my 
2 D 2 Mother 
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Mother left us, was, to bid me throw aſide 


the plain Habit I had devoted myſelf to. He 


deſired me to dreſs gay; and, in order to 


pleaſe him, I put on all thoſe expenſive Or- 
naments he preſented me with. 6) 


Ila always uſed to wear a Handkerchief or 


Pillarine. He one Day read me a Lecture 


on this Subject; and ſaid, it was a Shame, 


at my Ape, to dreſs myſelf like a Nun. 'To 
- oblige me to do what was ſo agreeable to my 
natural Taſte, gave me no ſort of Pain. 
I. always loved Jewels extremely; and 
thought myſelf the happieſt little Creature 


5 in the World, to have it in my Power to 


follow my own Inclinations, without any 
Fear of being blamed for it. 


I told you, M. de St. Preuil had brought 


a young Woman into the Houſe, to keep 
me Company; who behaved, at her firſt 
coming, with ſuch Civility, Reſpect, and 
Complaiſance, that my Affectic n for her was 
fo great, I did not like to have her a Mo- 
ment from me. I deſired ſhe might have a 
Bed in my Room; but even that would not 
ſatisfy my Friendſhip for her; I obliged her 
to take Part of mine; and in this manner 
of Life, we ſeldom were aſunder, Day or 
Nignjt. ene e © ö 
She was two Years older than myſelf, and 
the Daughter of a Keeper of a Caſtle be- 
Jonging to M. de St. Preuil. She had been 
brought up in a Convent at Paris. The 


I 
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Cloiſter, far from inſpiring her with that De- 
cency, Sobriety, and Modeſty, ſo ſuitable - 
to a young Girl, ſhe was on the contrary 
fickle, heedleſs, and ſometimes, not ſo decent 
in her Converſation as ſhe ought to have 
been; and yet, in Spite of theſe Defects, 
(wp I ſoon diſcovered) I could not hel 
being attached to her, and having a Friend- 
ſhip for her. She knew how to amuſe me z 
I was naturally inclined to Vapours; and 
Babet (for that was the Girl's Name) had 
found out the Secret of diſſipating them a- 
_ greeably. *F hart 
One Day, M. de St. Preuil made me a Pre- 
ſent of a very rich Gown, and had been ca- 
reſſing me in an extraordinary manner. I 
. aſked. Babet, when we were in Bed, what 
ſhe thought of M. de St. Preuil's heaping 
ſuch Preſents upon me, even unaſked, and 
more than I deſired or deſerved. I had my 
Reaſons for aſking her this Queſtion, —— 
A ſtrong Suſpicion poſſeſſed me, that 'this 
Girl muſt have found out the Secret of my 
Birth; and what made me apprehenſive of 
it, was, becauſe I had now and then been ſo 
imprudent, to let fall at unawares ſome half 
Words, which gave me Cauſe to ſuſpect it, 
and be greatly uneaſy. She anſwered me 
very plainly, and ſaid, ſhe had for ſome Time 
_ gueſſed the Reaſon for my being ſo careſſed, 
and treated in that agreeable manner; but 
never dare preſume to tell me, for fear. I 
33 * ſhould 
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«ſhould blab it out to M. de St. Preuil, and 
he ſhould ſend her back to her Father, to 
teach her to hold her Tongue. This An- 
wer heightened my Curioſity. I promiſe 
vou, my Dear Babet, ſaid I briſkly, if you 
Will cell me, I ſhall keep it inviolably, be it 
what it will. Go! you have no Reaſon to 
diſtruſt me, I am naturally diſcreet, and 
would die, ſooner than betray a Confident, 
pon theſe Conditions then, replied my 
young Confident, I will malce no Secret of 
my Sentiments. Behold, M. de St. Preuil 
loves you paſſionately, and that's the Reaſon. 
If chat is all the Secret, replied I, ironically, 
vu tell me nothing new. I have Known 
that long ago, I am much pleaſed with it; 
nor am I ungrateful, I aſſure you, but ſhall 
make him a ſuitable Return. 
Babet gave no Anſwer to this, which I 
. «»awondered at. 1 aſked, if what I ſaid made 
her mute. No, -cryd ſhe, but I am ſur- 
prized. By your on Confeſſion, M. 4: 
„St. Prenil loves you, and his Love meets with 
a Return. I have been made to believe you 
love me too, and would hide nothing from 
me, but have never mentioned one Word of 
this Secret. Do you jeer me? ſaid I, ſmiling. 
It would be a very fine Secret to tell, that a 
"young Girl had 24 Affection for her Father. 
Is it ſo ſtrange a Thing now- a- days? Tes, 
without Doubt, replied Babet, burſting into 
2 * Lavgh, 708 Anſwer * 
I pro- 
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I proteſt, I did not expect it. What is the 
Meaning of this Sally ? ſaid I, I can't think 
I gave any Cauſe for it. Oh! I aſk your 
Pardon, added my Confident. It is indeed 
merry enough, to think we may continue 
this Subject as long as we pleaſe without un- 
derſtanding each other. Why 10? replied _ 
I, greatly troubled at this Diſcourſe. Is 
there any Occaſion for wonderinglat M. de 
St. PreuiPs Goodneſs to me? Tes truly, con- 
tinued Babet. But you are talking of the 
Love of a Father, and I am ſpeaking about 
that of a Lover. e 
This made me break forth into a loud Ex- 
clamation. What do you mean, Babet, ſaid 
I, by what you have now declared? Can 
any Thing be ſo extravagant, to imagine, 
that my own Father ;.... . No, replied 
this Girl cooly, I do not imagine any ſuch 
Thing; but in ſaying M. de St. Preuil loved 
you, as a Lover does his Miſtreſs, I did not 
ſuppoſe there were any Crime in it; for 1 
ſhould have been ſilent, if F had ſurmiſed it 
in the leaſt, nor ventured to have opened my 
Mouth about the Matter. 
This Anſwer was too clear for me not to 
underſtand it. 1 comprehended very well, 
that Babet had been thoroughly informed of 
the very worſt Part of my Hiſtory; and this 
Conjecture made me very uneaſy. How. 
ever, I thought it neceflary to clear up this 
important Point; and in order to bring it 
e about, 
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about, I continued to diſſemble, by which 
If your Love for me is as fincere as I have 
been flattered, ſaid I, How can you delight 
o make me uneaſy, and throw me into this 
Perplexity ? How am I to conſtrue your 
Words? What an odd Way of explaining 
-. yourſelf ? Lou muſt certainly be diſtruſtful 
4 of my Diſcretion, by talking to me thus in 
Riddles, which I cannot comprehend. What 
__ .. .am ll to apprehend, by your telling me, my 
Father may love me, as a Lover does his 
. Miſtreſs, and that very innoceatly ? This 
Determination ſeems to me very unnatural. 
I vow it ſurprizes me, and I really do not 
know what to make of it. n 
This cunning Babet kept me for ſome 
Time in Suſpenſe ; and then faid, if I would 
not be angry, ſhe would explain the Myſtery 
= to me. I gave her my Word I would not. 
Well then, added. ſhe, I know you are not 
the Daughter of M. de &. Preuil, and have 
no Right to the Name. And pray, who let 
you into this Piece of ſecret Hiſtory, ſaid I? 
interrupting her, and bluſhing. Your own 
Self —— My own Self? replied I briſkly. 
Yes, your own Self, continued. ſhe, you told 
it me in your Sleep. One Night, having 
been in Bed ſome Time before me, I heard 
you muttering ſome Words, which my Sur- 
prize made me attentive to. I thought, at 
- firſt, it was a meer Joke, a Trick put upon 
r | Fi nk me; 
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| good Earneſt, complaining 
the Hardſhip 'of your Condition, after that, 


= 
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me; but I preſently heard 2 prattle in 
or a While of 


exclaiming. What! I am not the Daughter 


of M. de F. Preuil. What! Mother! is it 


true? Why have ou concealed it from me 


ſo long? 


I was drawn into a Snare; by giving Cre- 


dit to this perfidious Babet. Far from ſuſ- 


pecting M. de St. Preuil's having any Deſign 


upon me, or that he had employed this young 


Perſon, to bring his Deſigns about, and learn 
from the Confidence I ſhould conſequently 


repoſe in her, as my intimate Companion, Aa 
thouſand little Secrets Girls naturally com- 

municate to one another, which ſeldom tran- 
ſpire, and Friends very carefully preſerve. 
1 muſt own the Senſes had too much the Aſ- 
cendency over me; and that in the frequent 


and dangerous Opportunities I had with Ba- 


bet, I let her diſcover their Power. I always 

| behaved to her with the ſtricteſt Sincerity, 
- without Diſtruſt, without Suſpicion, I ſhew- _ 
ed her what I really was, unable to make 
_ Uſe of the leaſt 


Degree of Artiſice. 
1 recollected, (the Moment Babet in- 


formed me, What! was abſolutely determin- 
ed to be ſatisfied of,) that my Governeſs had 
one Day told my Mother, before me, of my 
being reſtleſs in my Sleep, and frequently 
: 2 in my 


Slumber. 1 egretted my not 
ſooner 3 this Trick in * ; 
if G 


_ 
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if T had; it is to be preſumed, I ſhould not 
hauaye ſuffered any Ferſon to lie in my Cham- 
ber, much leſs in the ſame Bed with me. I 
condemned myſelf for this Imprudence a long 
while; but after ſome Years, I learned the 
Truth of the Story. M. de St. Preuil, whom 
this Girl had been devoted to for ſome Time, 
Jet her into the Secret, to give her an Au- 
- *hority to ſpeak to me of his Love with leſs 
Reſtraint. As I was nothing to him, ſince 
he believed me a ſuppoſititious Child, he 
thought himſelf under no Obligation to | be- 
have as a Father ought, - whoſe Duty it is to 
be the Guardian of his Daughter's Honour. 
For which Reaſon, therefore, he imagined, 
on the contrary, | that he ſhould do me a 
great Favour, in making Choice of me for 
is Miſtreſs; and fancied by that, he ſhould 
make me ſome Amends, for the Misfortune 
ol my being no longer his Child. 
Perfectly ignorant at that Time of all 
. theſe Things, I deſired Babet would be diſ- 
- creet, and, for her Life, never mention 
What ſhe had told me. I promiſe, ſaid ſhe, 
on Condition you follow the good Counſel | 
I ſhall. give. Well, what is chis good 
1 ſaid I, a at the ſame Time, 
was greatly ſurprized ſhe ſhould ſo imme- 
diately take 9 her to ſhew the Power ſhe 
had over me. To behave in ſuch a Manner, 
N. de St. Preuil may ſee your wv. "ae 


to merit his Goode, continued ſhe. ! 
| {i 4 © Ancon- 
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45 inconliderately, Pingpiled. not app ghending 
what ſhe meant. but. too ſenſible. of 


his Favours, WIT "which. I ſhall acknow-. 
ledge. on a proper Occaſion. 
t was ſo, very late before we finiſhed this 
Converſation, in a few Minutes, I fell Alt 
| aſleep, without waking until Noon the next 
Day. Babet had left me alone, and 1 was 
; about to riſe, when I heard the Door of my 
Chamber open ſoftly. Come in, my de 
Babes, cry d I, you are a naughty Girl, to 
let me ſleep ſo long. I had no ſooner Cake 
theſe Wards, but NI. de St. Preuil appeared. 
Don't grumble at Babet, ſaid he, ſmiling, 
me did ne I would not let you be diſ - 
| turbed z- m oy Orders are, that every Body in 
this . Houſe ſhall make it their Buſineſs to 
| pleaſe. and oblige you. I. was greatly ſur- 
Ji at ſo unexpected and ſo unuſual a 
iſit, tho? I took Care to conceal my * 
cern. You are always the ſame, 
Papa, ſaid I, ever good to me. Fer cannot 
be too much ſo to my dear Child, anſwered 
be, placing himſelf in an Eaſy-chair by my 
1 Ge ghe del there's a ny Triftes I 
ve brought you; happy if they are to 
your Taſte. What Trifles, good Lord! 
| 1cry'd, I, opening a little Box, which con- 
tained a Pearl N eck-lace, and. : a. Pair of 
Diamond Ear-rings. - But. how can I accept 
ol ſuch a Preſent, my dear Papa. Yes, jay 
"Hine Child, — 5 M. de Si. Preuil, 1 
D 6 intend 
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intend to do more for you, which you ſhall 
be convinced of before many Days. | 
_ How imprudent are young Girls! What 
Snares does the Love of F inery expoſe them 
to! I was ſo infatuated with this magnificent 
Preſent, I did not give myſelf Time to re- 
flect on any-Thing elſe, but the Pleaſure of 
thinking how I ſhould dreſs myſelf. Let us 
- "Tee, ſaid I to M. de St. Preuil, if theſe 
Diamonds and this Necklace become me; 
at the ſame Time, I could hardly take my 
Eyes off them while I was ſpeaking to him. 
Hold, faid he, taking the Necklace, let 
me put it on, there is a ſecret Spring you 


Cannot find out, and in my Life I never ſaw 


Jo ingenious a Contrivance of the Sort. 
M. de St. Preuil amuſed himſelf greatly 
at the Tranſport I ſhewed at this Time. When 
I put on the Ear-rings, he was ſo complai- 
_ Fant to fetch the Looking-glaſs from my 
Toilet, that I might enjoy all the Satisfac- 
tion I deſired. He tied the Ends of my 
Night- cap on my Head, becauſe they hid 
my Ears. I ſuffered him to do it, not ſuſ- 
pPecting his Deſign. Do you know, ſaid he, 
(looking at me with an Air of Freedom, I 
never obſerved him to do in ſo ſprightly a 
Manner before) that there is ſuch a Contraſt 
between your Jewels and Undreſs, as is moſt 
- -charmingly fingular ? I perfectly adore you, 
. *continued he, with a Sea-oath, but that your 
Beauty may appear in its full Splendor, undo 


1 


4 
644 1 11444 
. pour 


* * 0 
/ 


CTU ĩ ib dh os Renta 


- Young Lady of Quality, 61 


your Waiſtcoat-which confines your Breaſt, 


you will then be more at your Eaſe. I could 
not gueſs what he meant by this, and I aſked 
him what Neceſſity there was for it. You 


will ſee, continued he, endeavouring to ca- 
reſs me, and I dare fay you apprehend my 


Taſte for — No, no, my dear Papa, an- 
ſwered I, ſnatching away his Hand, for at 
that Time, I felt myſelf in a ſtrange Diſor- 


der, which made me begin to think it a ſe- 
rious Affair; pray let me go to my Toilet, 


and pur my Jewels in their proper Places. 
What! cry'd he, without pauſing, do you 
think me capable of 


No, no, faid I, in 
a Tone more reſolute than I thought I ever 


dare, but this Behaviour, is to me, ſome- 
thing very extraordinary, and for ought I 


know, it may be neither innocent, or law- 


ful, and I am determined you ſhall never 
behave ſo to me again. 


That confident Tone, and refractory Air, 
with which I uttered theſe few Words, ſtop-, 
wet him ſhort. I did not believe, ſaid he, 

ooking penſively at me, that my Child 


would have behaved to me with To little 
Complaiſance; ſhe uſed to treat me more 
tenderly, I proteſt, 1 am confounded. ' I 
| flattered myſelf ſhe loved me, and with that 
' pleaſing Prepoſſeſſion, fancied, ſhe_ would 

never object to ſuch little Amuſements as 


muſt have crowned my Days with Happi- 


- neſs. ' Yes! I could have ſwore he would - 
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have 
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e partook with me the Pleaſures ſhe in- 

17 and her Love, which ſhe has a thou- 
2 d. Times aſſured me of, would on the 
"contrary, exceed eyery Thing elſe that could 
delight me. 

I made. no Anſwer to this Sort. of Diſ- 
"courſe. Quite diſtracted in my Mind, and 
very much perplexed what Courſe to take ; 
at laſt, a Ray of Reaſon enlightened; my in- 
nocent Heart, and gave me to underſtand, I 
had been very unwiſe, to expoſe myſelf in 
that Manner. I began to meditate how I 
_ ought to conduct — I was alone with 


5 85 Man, who. was raſh .and. enterprizing. 


ould; he Ar Ty Things to Extremity, and 
cry out for Help, to what Purpoſe would 


4 ; ſuch weak Clamours be; it would only haſten 
my impending Ruin, or perhaps, occaſion 


its being blazed abroad, to my Diſhonour? 
No one, ſure, was ever fo much embarraſſed 
in their own Minds, as LWas at this Time, 
and 1 belieye, any one in my Situation muſt 
have been the ſame. _ 
wo 2 a hort Refletion,, L judged the beſt 
Way, of extricating myſelf, would be to 
 ſoath him. nth A my dear Papa, 1 love 
Jou, CY: dT 1 0 ng mx 


Hands, and look- 


eins at . K. bling. But, if Lam. as dear, 


þ as you would have me believe, give me not 
auſe to alter my Sentiments. I am in great 
Pain, for fear you ſhould withdraw the 


e you hare DRngured me with; 57 
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by my Indiſcretion I have incurred your Diſ- 
— hg let my Innocence plead my, Par- : 
ppm and do not caſt me into Deſpair. If 
what you would have me do, and which I 
cannot at preſent prevail upon myſelf to 
comply with, is only ſome trifling Amuſe- . 
ment, as you tell me, the Conſequence of 
your Friendſhip for me, I proteſt, at ano—- 
ther Time I will be all Obedience. But, I 
beg for Heaven's Sake, leave me now to my 
own Reflections. My preſent Trouble and 
Agitation is ſuch, as would thwart all thoſe 
Douceurs you may have promis'd yourſelf. 
If it be really ſo, that you cannot 1581 any 
Pleaſure without my participating the ſame, 
I ſincerely declare, I ſhall think it a great 
Misfortune, to have the leaſt Reluctance to 
any-thing you ſhall require. 
I don't know, whether it was the Manger 
in which Laid this, or Heaven, who guards 
the Innocent, that now declared in my Fa- 
vour; but I had no ſooner finiſhed this Pe- 
tition, than M. de St. Preuil was calm. Go ! 


— om. one RS. AD» MORE. SEES 


- you are very charming. That exquiſite De- 
5 light I ſo ardently deſire, and which will be 
a permitted me one Day or other to partake, 


ſhall be your own. Choice z to yourſelf alone 
will — obliged for it. Compoſe yourſelf, 
{ my dear little Girl. I promiſe, I ſhall henge- _ 
forth endeavour to obtain my Suit by: Pray- 
ers and Intreaties only. Take this as a Mark 
5 nene Reſpect, * Proof a 


FP 


. -*the tender Regard I have for you. Know 
'. __ likewiſe, and be aſſured, ſhould you be able 
to prevail upon yourſelf to love me well e- 
nough to conſent voluntarily to my Happi- 
neſs; that Day you condeſcend, that very 
Day, I will 1 your Fortune. e 1 
ſolemnl miſe, to put ygu into ſo happy a 
5 — is to be over aſter abſolutely in- 
f Gepepdent. | 
I I was preparing an Aufwer to theſe great 
| Promiſes, much delighted to find myſelf 
delivered from that frightful Riſque my Vir- 
tue had run; and in my Tranſport lifted up 
both my Hands, to ſhew my Thankfulneſs, 
when the Door of my Chamber flew open, 
2 Cavalier appeared at once, and preſented 
himſelf before us. Who ſhould it be, but 
the Marquis de Sher/ing, he that came into 
my ſuppoſed Father's Cloſet, the Morning 
after that fatal Day I was informed of my 
unhappy Condition. Do you remember 
Count de St. Preuil, cry'd he, advancing 
forwards without any Ceremony, though 
ſmiling, that upon a Surpriſe of this Sort, 
not long ago, I had your Word of Honour. 
If you have not a mind to underſtand me, 
or if you have really forgot, I'll now repeat 
how it was. You abſolutely promiſed me, 
before Miſs, or Madam here, which yo 
85 pleaſe, that if ever I ſurpriſed you in an In- 
trigue again, I ſhould go your Halves withal 
Jour Heart. I haye nom catched you * - 
#44 < : , 
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Fact, there is no evading it. I have Right, 5 


as you ſee, to inſiſt upon your Promiſe. I 
know I have to do with a Man of his Word, 
who ſcorns to forfeit it ; I ſhall therefore | 
make myſelf eaſy. | 

But what is the Meaning of all this Con- 
cern, this Embarraſſment? continued he, 
looking maliciouſly, firſt at one, then at the 
other. Ye look as if I had petrified ye both. 
Have I ated imprudently ? Did I come in 
too ſoon ? ſpeak, if I find I have done amin, 


I ſhall never forgive — | 


} , 


The End of the firſt Part. 
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PART II. 


IJ s natural to imagine, the unexpected 
"A Appearance of the Marquis de Sberling, 
and his rallying Diſcourſe, muſt throw M. 
de St. Preuil, and myſelf, into the utmoſt 
Confuſion; nor could we eaſily recover our- 
ſelves. Think, my Princeſs, the Condition 
I muſt needs be in, with Regard to my 
Dreſs. What could any one conceive ? My 
Diſhabille was not only in Diſorder, but my 
Night-cap, my Bed, the Oddneſs of my 
Jewels; all declared againſt us, and would 
heighten the moſt-extravagant Conjectures. 


What Room was there to imagine, a Father 


could occaſion that ſuſpicious k? In 
- ſhort, much might have been ſaid upon it; 
but M. de St. Prruil, was too ſenſible a Man 
not to purſue the propereſt Method in ſo de- 
licate a Caſe. He was remarkable all his 
Life for his great Preſence of Mind, and 
happily for us, this Faculty did not forſake 
him when we ſtood in ſo much Need of it. 
Was 1 not ſo well acquainted with you 
as I am, Marquis, reply d my pretended 
Father, looking with that Air of Confidence 
which made him regarded, I ſhould not give 


2 myſelf the Trouble of a Reply, much leſs, 


| explain 


rr CY SG” 


different Motive than what is imag 
but, one who has always been my wand 
J cannot deceive; know therefore, I a 
greatly diſſatisfied with my Daughter, — 
that very juſtly. I have none but her, I 


- 4 ſhe, inſtead of thinking 
ſuſtain me in my approaching hs attempts 
to forſake me, ſhe will be a Nun, in ſhort, 


Father and Mother ſhe ought; tis that 
which troubles me, and is now the Point in 
Diſpute. Since ſhe has been poſſeſſed with 
this Infatuation, there is nothing 
endeavoured, to put this Project out of her 
Head, which is a8 diſpleaſing 
is unreaſonable, Cloaths, ewels, public:Di- 
verſions, all have been tried to diſſipate it; 
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Endeavours to flatter E 
always fond of Jewels, I bough 
lace coſt me a thouſand Crowns, IL gave her 
à Pair of Buckles worth ten thouſanct Livers; 
but ſhe cares for nothing; it is out of a Sort 

of affected Complaiſance if ſhe puts them 
on, and that, perhaps, only for a 
nutes, while I am 
thoſe Jewels would have produced a happier 
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explain the Occaſion of this Tete- a- tete, as 


you ſuppoſe it, which proceeded from a very 


ined; 


love her, and always thought I had Reaſon 
how to 


the has not that natural Affection for her 


I have not 


to me, - as it 


you ſee now about her Neck a Proof of my 
She was 
t her. a Neck - 


few Mi- 
preſent. I was in Hopes 


Effect, and inſpired her with ſo much Va- 


"nity, as to have baniſhed all Thoughts of a 


C onvent, 
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Convent, which has afflicted me ſo much; I 


but, Marquis, ſhe has no Tenderneſs for 
her Parents. I repeat it to you again, ſhe 


would inhumanly abandon them; the moſt 


-cogent and affecting Reaſons: have been 
thrown away upon her. What Anſwer do 


vou think ſhe makes me? That ſhe reſpects 


and loves us tenderly, but her unrelenting 
Heart, is to be palliated truly with the in- 


tereſt of Heaven. Chriſtian maxims are 
'  extolled, and excuſes herſelf by ſaying, the 


Call of Heaven is preferable to the C 
Nature, and every Thing ought to give 
_ Way to that Opinion. Juſt as you entered, 
added M. de St. Preuil ſorrowfully, ſhe re- 
doubled her Entreaties, that I would carry 
her to make her Vows, but ſhe has no room 
7 10 hope 
Ingrate is ſtriking a poignard 
Let her do as Wi 
trouble my Head any more about it; I ſhall 
therefore leave her to her own bad Heart, 
and fatal Condition. Heaven, which ſhe 


all of 


{ſuch Indulgence from me. This 
into my Breaſt. 
will, I find it in vain to 


makes a Pretence for her Want of Affection, 
will revenge my Cauſe, and ſooner or later 


puniſh her actual Diſobedience, which ſhe 


perſiſts in, ſo contrary to Nature and Grati- 


dude; for I would have her to know, the 
flirſt Duty of a Child well born, is a due 
Performance of that Submiſſion ſhe owes 


0 


* 
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Words, which were very moving, and 
ſpoke with an Air, as if he was really trou- 
bled, he left the Room, and the Marquis 

de Sherling proved a Dupe to this Adventure. 

For my own Part, I was ſo aſtoniſhed at 

$ the artful Method my pretended Father had 

taken to extricate himſelf out of this Affair, 

4 I was motionleſs, and like a Perſon deprived 

che Uſe of Speech, all my Faculties were 

| ſuſpended but that of Seeing. The Mar- 

ö quis ſeem'd afflicted, and with a penſive 

doubtful Look, made two Steps towards 
the Door, as if he had a Mind to follow M. 

a de St. Preuil, then ſtopping ſhort, he gazed 
upon me with great Attention, as if ſome 

inward Power was ſecretly agitating of him 

in my Favour. | | * 

A deep Sigh, which dropped involunta- 
rily from me, changed the Scene. What 

occaſioned that Sigh I ſhould be greatly puz- * 

zled to account for. The moſt probable 

Conjecture, was, the Danger I had ſo lately 

eſcaped, © There are certain Situations, when 

wearied with enduring, we come at laſt to 
have no Feeling at all. Sometimes alſo, 
theſe Motions which ſeem to ariſe from that 

Sorrow which rebounds as it were from a 

Heart overburdened with Woe, proceed 

only from a too ſtrong Retention of our 

Breath. This is no Wonder, for by being 

ſo intent upon the Cauſe, we very often a- 

: cribe that to the Mind, which relates to the: 

5 33 | Body 
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Body. This Queſtion has been a long Time, 
and is ſtill in Diſpute, neither have I yet: 


heard, if it was ever decided. 


The Sigh - I' mentioned, gave Riſe to a 
Converſation which was very engaging. The 
Marquis de Sberling, being fully perſuaded 
that I intended to turn Nun, made Uſe of 
all the Rhetoric he was Maſter of, to diſ- 
ſuade me from it. Pll not trouble your 
Highneſs with the Picture he drew of the 
Convent, and the immured Life they lead 
there, which would be taking up your Time 
to little Purpoſe. Beſides, Who knows it 


better than yourſelf? 1 ſhall only ſay, he 


painted their cruel Situation in ſuch lively 
Colours, and ſo well adapted to give me a 
Diſguſt, that I have ever ſince held that 


recluſe Life in the utmoſt Deteſtation. 
- - As ſoon-as the Marquis was gone, I be- 


- gan ſeriouſly to reflect on what had paſſed 
between M. de St. Preuil and me. However 


ignorant I was of the Evil, I plainly appre- 


hended his Deſigus were not fitting, and that 

IL could not ſubmit to the Complaiſance he 
againſt 
Deceney. I was greatly alarmed at this 
Idea, and ſince I was doubtful in what: man- 


required of me, without offending 


* 
x 


ner to conduct myſelf, I thought it moſt 


ent to take Advice how to prevent en- 


gaging myſelf improperly: While my Mo- 
ther was at Paris, I did hot fail to 


uaint 


my Director with all my Difficultics, I was 


wood too | 
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Young Lady of Quality. Tt 
too well attached to him, and my Venera- 
tion for him was too great, ever to conceal ' 
my Troubles and Perplexities from him. 
The Thoughts of going to one who's Wiſ- 
dom I had ſo great an Opinion of, gave me 


Encouragement; as ſoon therefote as I was 


fit to appear abroad, I went directly to his 
Houſe, as eagerly as any young Girl _ 
to that ſhe-is moſt intereſted in. 

When I came there, he was ſhut” up in 
his Cloſet with a Woman, and one of the 
firſt Quality, his Servant would have made 
me believe; which was their common Prac- 
tice. He had like to have ſent me away; 
but, recollecting my Face at the Door, I 
was ſhew'd into the Abbot's Chamber, with 
a Promiſe to let me know as ſoon as he was 
at Liberty. | 

I threw myſelf into an eaſy Chair, and 
ſurvey'd all the Objects which ſurrounded 
me, and fixing my Eyes by Chance upon a” 
Table, where I ſaw a Book very finely 
bound, either through Indolence or Curio- 
ſity, I opened it, when a Letter fell out, 
which I replaced. I was in Doubt for ſome 
Time, whether I ſhould” read this Paper or 
not, it was a Woman's Hand, and that Fown* 
a great DO I defifted' for ſome 
Time, and thought it an indifcreet Thing 
pry into other People's Secrets which did 
not Cute me; the Conflict was ſhort; but 


oſity got the better at laſt, and 1 opened 
© 


to - 


| : 
| 
be 
ö 
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&« me. I ſhall expect 
4 will take Care, to get ſhut of all trouble- 


the Latter, which contained the following 
. 5 


"BILLET. 


ln not yet through ly . my 
dear Director; ſeveral Scruples ariſe in 


« oo Breaſt, which all the Force of your 
1 Arguments have not been able to get the 
* better of. Come, and 


| try to baniſh them 
<«<_ entirely out of my Heart. 1 own J wiſh 


& to have it brought about.. . But how? 
It ap 


m to me no eaſy Matter, to re- 
<« concile your Truths with the Prejudices 
<«. of my Education. You aſſure me, tis 


4 only — Perſons you communi- 
46 Keno your Light, and I flatter myſelf, I 


t am one of thoſe, you would not chuſe to 


« inſtruct by Halves. I have a. thouſand 


«© Queſtions to aſk, be p 


to reſolve 
you at Dinner, and 


« ſome Folks, to prevent our being inter- 
e rupted as we were the laſt Time. — 
* 4. the 


P. J. 1 have opened my Letter again. 


, My Huſband, who was to have dined to 
Day with the Preſident de.. . is juſt 
returned, and ſpends the Day at Home, 
Come not therefore till To- morrow; do 
I « noc fail on any Account — "th if 


vou do, I will never forgive you.“ 
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The Reading of this Billet helped to im- 


poſe. upon my Credulity. I had before'a 


very high opinion of the Abbot, but it was 


nothing in Compariſon of what I now thought 


of him. T did not Queſtion his being che 


moſt learned Man alive, ſince he was made 


Arbiter in the moſt abſtruſe Points of Doc- 
trine. I judged by the Stile of the Letter, 


ſhe muſt be a Perſon of the firſt Rank, who | 


wrote it, and thoſe Precautions ſhe uſed to 
enjoy her Director alone, that, the Converſa- 


tion of this Eccleſiaſtic muft be very at- 


tracting, that every diſagreeable Perſon, cr 


whatever might interrupt them, was to be 


diſcarded. In this Opinion, I thought my- 
ſelf exceeding happy, that a Perſon of ſuch 
very great Importance would admit me now- 
and-then for a Quarter of an Hour. Thus 
entirely prejudiced with a very high Opinion 
of him, is it at all to be wondered at, if T 


| endeayoured as much as poſſible, to be taken 
Notice of, as one of that Croud of Penitents 


his Merit has acquired? 


What a ſurprizing Thing Prejudice is! 
Till this Time, I had never obſerved any 


Thing ſo very extraordinary in the Abbot, 
more than in a common Director, whom 
one reſpects, or likes, if you pleaſe, for be- 
ing the Arbiter of our Salvation. But when 
he came into the Room, I faw him with 
quite different Eyes, his Air I thought was 
noble, nay it was majeſtical, and my haphy 

n D Prepoſſeſſion 
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Prepoſſeſlion had drawn him, in my on 
Mind, in a very advantageous Light. He 
accoſted me in ſo 9 11 , Manner, I am 
nat. able to deſcribe it. I had almoſt forgot 
the important Auen I came 1 the Joy 
I felt at the Sight of him was ſo great. He 
| deren me, by „if J had heard any 
| News of Madam de S. reuil ; this Queſtio 
made me recollect myſelf, apd awake 
all my Grief and 39 — 'F told. him, 
had received, only ane. Letter ſinee her Be- 
parture, but that was the leaſt of my Trou- 
ble. This Opening, made hes queſtion 
me with. the, greateſt 
J entered into the moſt materi Part 
Story, the Abbot. faſtened the Door, a y 
put me into an Elbow-chair, and ſet himſ 
down by me, with an Air that ſeemed to g 
declare the Intereſt he ſhould have in the ll | 
Confidence I was, about to make him. No. ne 
thing engages one more to unburthen the ca 
Heart, than ſuch Treatment. I told the in 
whole of M. de St. Preuil's Behaviour to me X 
fince my Mother's Departure. After I had WI; 
PIFPare him for the laſt Scene, I have be- 
ore related to you, I gave. him the Detail, 
without omitting the moſt minute Circum: 
ſtance; which when I. had. ended, ed 
his Opinion of my. Behaviour, and how to 
conduct myſelf — — future. I told my 
Tale with ſuch Volubility, I gave not the 


Pr oper ne it was e 5 120 


when 


IE YE 


1” 


when I had made an End of ſpeaking,. I fixed 


my Eyes upon his, which were turned to- 
wards. the Ground, like one in 7 1 


Meditation. I judged the Secret I had im- 
5 to him, was of the utmoſt Conſequence 
* 


the Impreſſion it ſeemed to make upon 


him, I trembled, for fear my Behaviour 
had diſpleaſed my Director. I was therefore 
fene to excuſe myſelf without fürthet Con- 
ideration, when he began to lift up his 
Eyes, and looking wiſhfully at me, fetched 


a deep Sigh. O Heavens ! cry'd he, did 
| rightly, underſtand you? Is it poſſible, my 

dear Penitent could be expoſed to ſuch im- 
minent, Danger? Yes, Daughter, ſaid he, 


with a ſagacious Air, taking my Hand, and 
queezing it, your Salvation is in great Dan- 
ger, it is on the Brinks of a Precipice; one 
itep farther, would make it irretrieveable ; 


nothing but Proyidencs, . and bis, Miniſters, | 


can ſaye you; if you. wil have, Confidence 


a. 


in my Councils, poſſibly we. may prevent it. 


1 trembled. ar what the Abbot laid to we; 


| proteſted to him very ſubmiſſively, I woul 
Pay an implicit Obedience to,whateve 


he 
mould pleaſe to adviſes That's well, © «pl 10 
be, with an Air of garten begin 
Modeſty, 


then, but do not, through a falſe. 

conceal any - thing from me. I am going 
o recapitulate, and you muſt anſwer very 
fankly. 1 eee great Part of the 


Nory, but your, Emotion was ſuch, I loſt a 
0 4 3 PE 2 nn "Thouſand 
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Thouſand effential Citcutiſtances ; recollec: 
them again, and give me the. molt exact 
Detail you can, and if pvſlible, deſcribe the 
divers Attitudes during this diſmal Tranſ- 
action we are upon; we muſt examine every- 
thing, and purſue it. Know, that nothing 
is more delicate than ſuch an Affair. In a 


Mord, a Geſture, a Look of the Eye, will 


give me an Inſight ; nothing muſt be omit- 
ted that will help to clear up the Truth. 
I was very obſervant to what the Abbot 
ſaid, and repeated every-thing I had related 
to him before, more carefully than I did the 
firſt Time. He was every Moment inter- 
_rupting me with his Queſtions. What did 
you think, ſaid he, (when I was Upon the 
Article of the Waiſtcoat) was the Reaſon, 
why M. de St. Preuil would unloſe it? Had 
you any Notion of the Matter? Did you feel 
ſome Trouble then? Did you obſerve, if that 
impudent Man fixed his Eyes upon your 
| Breaſt ? Was not you moved, upon per- | 
ceiving him look upon them with Pleaſure W 


As my Ideas never carried me ſo far, I told 


him, my Thoughts were only employed 
- how to deliver myſelf from that Tete. 7: 
which my Virtue dreaded. So much the 
better, ſaid he, there is nothing bad, nothing 
. reproachable on that Head. But we muſt 
avoid any freſh Temptations, and ſhal 
ijnſiſt upon a punctual Obſeryance of the 
Rules I am going to preſcribe, or __ 
Zn 2 mon 


* 
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more look upon me for your Director, I 
ſhall abandon you to your Perils without 


any farther Regard. Notwithſtanding the 


great Friendſhip I have for you, it would 
to no 1255 e to come to me again, for 
1 would not ſo much as hear you named to 


. MC any more. 


I was frighted at the Manner in which he 
pronounced theſe Words. Determine, Sir, 


laid I, determine my Fate. Alas II am. loſt 


up entirely to my. Advice, and punctually 
to obſerve every Article of it, I ſhall make | 


referred till the Day after the next. I muſt 
take Time, ſaid he, to conſider well this 
Affair, and, in the mean Time, be ſure to 
Keep, upon your a Loa Ng 
ta | it 5 bf | 0 


ſhould 
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thould be made upon your Virtue, make 
= Eſcape, come directly to me, but never 
my Name be mentioned in the leaſt. I 
will Neid for your Safety, and againſt any 
Accident that may happen. After this good 
Coumſel, which 1 regarded as an Oracle, I 
took my Leave of the Abbot, and returned 
home. M. de St. Preuil, who was not gone 
out, aſked me in the ſame kind Tone te 


ſtayed ſo dong, it being paſt our ufual Din- 
ner Time. 


_— and fat me down to 
Dinner without any more Queſtions; 


After Dinner was over, and we were alone, 
M. de St. Prouil would have entertained me 
with a Renewal of our Morning's Conver- 
ſation, and began with praiſing my Beauty, 


got up to go away, fearful of what might 


happen; but he took me by" the Hand, and 


obliged me to ſit down again. You are more 
grave than uſual ; Nen 9 angry at my 15 
ating what I. have 4o often told 

ell! we'll talk no more about it then, 9 


entertain durſelves with ſomething mote (e- 


Tous, and of mort Importance. I have had 


For ſome Time an Iftention of explaining 
myſeif; and if my 


Terms are agreeable, 
And * Will be determined 


your Repoſe 


This was 4 Shotkin 


ner poſed 


uſed to do, where 1 had been, and why I 
e firſt Excufe which 


— _—  ._ A n = 


ee Moment, which 1 
ö * World have been ex- 


Lo. af So Ad A wo de a 


m Lily , Sah 
poſed to, could 1 have prevented it, 2 
very ſorry in my own Mind the Abbt dd 
not foreſee it. I trembled, maving been ac- 
cuſtorned to comp! in e g, ko the 


Will of a Man I ded as my 
Father. He was ro. and, * be 
fote, not uſed "to mike. Loy e. It was very 


delicate Criſis, and no ea Matter i be ex- 
tricated from. 1 believed it would be beſt 
therefore to behlave as 1 did che firſt Time, f 
and determined te . diffettible. 
T had great Rraſon 20 [purſue rhis Nie- | 
thod ; for -whitthet it! 'Conftirution 
operared, or the. Heat Kis paſt tran- 
ſported him, but he began at once to tell 
me very plainly, whit . Fre alarmed me. 
He propoſed me for his Friend, * without the 
leaſt Cindy.” That was all, Yes, or No, 
muſt decide the Matter, not a Moment to 
conlider about it. 1 muſt either chuſe his 
Heart or a Cloiſter. = Nothing is freer than 
Thought, ſaid he, if you can like me, tis 
rough, I will fetrle upon you four 'thou- 
ſand Livers per mm, and on thoſe Terms 
We will have 25 Contra drawn immediately. 
Bur if your Heart has nothing to Tay in my 
Favour, we muſt part this very Day; and 
rhe taking. of the Vail will only ſhorten my 
Span ; and, in good Truth, nr I younger, 
Life is tog Hort to be waſted in idle Hopes. 
Be aſſured, ſaid" he, riling up, it will be in 
vain to delberate. 1 8 81 We go t $ 
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would not 
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wards Wien all its MATS. and, I n t 
hink . 


the Notary” 5 or muſt I; carry you. to the 
Convent. yy 


I could not pretend to equivocate about 
« my Option. 1 knew M. de St. Preuil too 


well to flatter myſelf with any Hopes. He 
had paſſed his Word, and that was irrevo- 
cable. I have tald you before, my Aver- 


ſion to 2 Convent. The Choice was fright- 


ful. I remembered, my Director adviſed 
. me, in caſe. my Virtue was in the leaſt Pan- 
ger, to make my Eſcape; which I was de- 
termined to do if poſſible. With this Pro- 


Je& in my Head,” 1 told . 
myſelf rea ady, and follow. him immediately, 


But whether. he ſuſpected my Deſign, or 
ye me Time for Reflectien, 


as better dreſſed than was ne- 


anſwered, 


ceſſary to viſit a Notary, and preſented me 
bis Hand. He had certainly given his Di- 


rections before hand. everything ſeemed 


premeditated z the Chariot was at the Door, 
and I Rept. into it, with that Uneaſineſs, 


. it is s impoſſible to. deſcribe. 


We arrived at à celebrated. N otary's, and 
were introduced into his. Office. I imagined, 
.from the Familiarity of de St. Preuil's 
1 it was not the. firſt Viſit he had 

made to that Houſe. Mr, Beurcier (which 
Was the Name of the Notary) gaye me a 


Wink, -whic h 1 thought, king Sf at that 


Time 7 * it came into my Mind after- 


9111 + 


— rr , n 


e | ts. 


9 0 dps ho. 


S . * 


_ Young Lady of Quality. 8 
think. of it, even to this Day, without. a 
Bluſh. Would vou believe, the Remem- 
brance of ſuch an Accident could make ſo 
ſtrong an Impreſſion. e one aero, long 
a Time. (15 [4 55} | 
After whiſpering a. Word or two in the 
Notary's Ear, M. de St. Preuil came up to 
me, as I was ſitting in, an Elbow- Chair by 
the Fire · ſide, almoſt diſtracted. Do you al- 
ready repent your Compliance, aig he, 1 
am deſpairing for Love, of you. I dont 
know what Anſwer. I made, but he Vas fa- 
tisfied with it. I thought it was beſt to ſeem 
complaiſant, and not require too much Per- 
ſuaſion, having ftill.a Notion of making my 
Eſcape. . He was reſolved to make a. proper 
Ule of the ſhort Stay we made at the a 
ry's or riſque his former Attempft. 
The Contract did not take up much Time 
in Drawing, and being read over before it 
was ſigned, I found it ran in my Chriſtian 
Name, without any Quality, and my Ha- 
bitation was mentioned to be in the Rue Sz. 
Dominique, in the Pariſh of Sr. Sulpire. All. 
this aſtoniſhed me infinitely... .... 
When M. de St. Preuil 85 Leave of tlie 
Notary, I; concluded myſelf, loſt, and no 
17 left of curing my. elign, But, 
Heaven, ever | propitious. to the Innocent, 
ordered it ſo, wel a certain Duke's Coach,. 
could not paſs without M. de St. Preuit's - 
Chariot drawing back a few Paces. I took 
1 795 E 5” hold 
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hold of this favourable Opportunity. While 
M. de St. Preuil was obliged/to pay his Re- 
ts to this accidental Lord, I croſſed the 
directly, under Pretence of going to 
the Vehicle which brought us, and as it was 
but four Steps to the Palace-Royal, I flew 
in immediately, fully determined to run up 
Stairs and enter the firſt Room T ſhould ſee 


Diſcourſe, does not very ſoon finiſh, ſeized 
upon M. de St. Prruil, which gave me Time 
to get off. I walked acroſs the Palace-Royal 
without looking behind me, and ſent for a 
Hackney· Coach, into which I threw myſelf; 
and ordered the Man to drive me to the 
'Abbot's. When I came there, I was in ſuch 
a Trembling, my Spirits were in ſo great a 
Flurry, I don't know how to expreſs it, and 
my Viſit was as ſurprizing as it was fatil- 
Factory, when I related to him the Cauſe 
of it. 2185 Tau n ii 
When I had given him an exact Account 
f this laſt Affair. So, ſo, my Child, ſaid 
he, let me now mention what I have been 
providing, that we may avoid the Misfor- 
tunes which threatened you. I have already 
furniſhed an Apartment, in the Suburbs of 
St. Honore, where you will be ſafely con- 


* © «*cealed, for M. de St. Preui will certainly ſet 


nis Emmiſſaries at work to find you out if 
poſſible. 1 muſt paſs for your Unele, to 
5 WITTY 5 ora! | prevent 


% 


prevent 8 World from Cenſuring 
my fretzuent Viſies,, Which Will be at eue 
end or ker Testa Week | e Give do 16 
member, and ſay, you came from Provence, 
and being an Orphan, thought it moſt pru- 
dent to put yourſelf under the Care ef jour 
Uncle, and reqdeſted bis Protection and 
Aſſiſtanee in your unfortunate Situation, and 
pretend lilcewiſe, the Ræaſon why I did hot 
think proper to have you at mee Hou, 
was, becauſe 1 jadged it a Thing of ws de. 
licate a Nature; beſides, the Diſturbince 


which de given to 22 
tions, Se. This is your We are 
allowed, for certain good 44 vir 


tittle from Truth —— * 
Manner of diving, it will be plaih, . | 
happy. That you may be free from Cen- 
ſure, I have made Choice of a Woman 
under Misfortunes, (whom I have known a 
long Time) to attend upen yo, and it will 
be proper to Thew this Woman Reſpect; for 
I have myſelf à Regard for her. Tou will 

find ſome little Employment, for your K- 
muſement, as well as to you fröm 
Temptation. Fail not te g6 every Day to 
Maſs, but ftir not owt che reſt of the Day. 
All the neceſſary Conveniencies of Life ate 
provided; and as to your Salvation 1 fl 

Take Cure of that Mplelf, and by che eng 

of Heaven, I doubt not; bee two Years 

de at an End, to Fe * 

b is 


. 
” , 
_ 0 
1 
Z — — ——— — ñ᷑ ͤ — Ma . 


| | _ this: Wotld compleat, and to have no Fear 


With 7 
the Search. which would naturally be made 


Fe faid te Abbot, you are removed 
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about the next. . ſhall de my beloved 
Daughter; and 1. will make it my Falleity 


O promote r Happ ineſs. üs 1 1:5 
The Dispadtion e he had De ſrem'd ſo 


very agreeable, I could not help expreſſing 


my Acknowledgments with ſome Tranſport, 
and the Abbot was pleaſed-to ſee me ſo well 


: ſatisfied.: inch we. had chatted, over ha 


irs again for a few Minutes,” I aſked, 

did not think it proper to write to my 
Mother: about providing me a Subſiſtance ? 
He” anſwered, that the very next Day he 
would inform her of . Fs which had 


Happened. This promiſe, together with that 
of effectually preventing my ever falling i into 


M. de &. Preuil's Hands again, made me 
very eaſy, and that I might be sey ſo, 
regard to the . he told me, till 


;aftex; me was over, I muſt not ſtir a Step 
from Home; and trat 1 might have no Un- 


l eaſineſs on account of the Enquiry, he added 


further, that he would write ſeveral Letters, 
and ſend them to a Friend of his, who lived 
; Many! | off, where they ſhould be 


put into the Poſt, that they might ſeem to 


come from Provence. By theſe Letters I 


v7 ln — 20.0 my Mother, and M. de St. 


ting myſelf, on Account of 
"the — Aid I; had endured, They will 


GW ds 


to 


to ſome very diſtant Place, and ſo take their 


Meaſures accordingly. - Nothing I thought 


could be better contrived, and I again thanked 
my dear Direcb or. 
Lour Highneſs cannot concetve, what a 
ſeducing Creature this Abbot was? How 


he commended the Steps I had taken, the 
artful Method he took to ſooth my little 
Share of Vanity, and prevent my feeling that 


Uneaſinefs,- which can hardly be avq 


taking ſo extraordinary a Courſe. On the 


contrary, I found myſelf at Eaſe, and this 


Change, which ought to have troubled me, 


was nothing more than an agreeable Novel- 
ty; and, I muſt own, when I reflected on 


the Neceſſity of acting in this manner, it 


mung Lach of Quality.” 85 
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. 
— 


was 4/46, , 


did not a little contribute to that Tranqui- 


lity of Mind, with which conſcious Virtue 


never fails to crown her faithful Votaries. 


The Abbot left me for a Moment alone, 


to give Directions about ſending for the 


Woman he told me of. Tou had not, ſaid 


he, as he was returning into the Room, 
Time to bring away your Linnen and other 


Apparatus for Dreſſing; we muſt provide 
ſome, added he, opening a Bureau, ſee, 
there's twenty Lewis d'Ors for Neceſſaries 
and daily Expences. I don't pretend to di- 


rect how it is to be laid out, I make you 
ſole Miſtreſs of it; when that is expended, 


we will try-to provide you a Recruit. No- 
thing could de more engaging than this Pro- 


- 


- — — T —— — - 


— 


— 


x. — 
W 


_— this Man, who now 


myſelf, hat a fortunate Accident the falling 
'  anto the Hands of fo wiſe a Man was. But 


bled me à good 
uneaſy. Though he uſed all che Addreſs 
mme was Maſter af; 


rum, by being u 
Altea to diſtruſt their ſecret 
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„ which touched me very fenfibly. 1 
= 


miable to me, I ſhould make a proper 


of what he intruſted me with. And to im- 


== rove his * told him; 1 had 
brought up to great Oeconomy, and 
ſhgpld give him convincing Proofs of it ere 
long. He again for this excellent 


iſed me 


| 8 and ſaid, next to Modeſty, 


e beſt good Quality of a Woman. 
| WMened to my dear Director as to an 


Oracle, all he ſaid had a certain Gracefulneſs 


in it, which induced one to love and adhere 
to him; even the Tone of his Voice, had an 
irreſiſtible Charm in it, his Language was 
as pure as it was polite. - I reflected within 


he made a | foon after, which crou- 


deal, and made me very 


yet I could not ns 
myſelf to be inwardly of his Mine. 
In ſpeaking of the Danger a young Perſon | 

nacquainted with Mankind, 
not having fafficient 1 
he 


and by 


me, | he would ſume other Time difeour fe 
Jonget ant more tully on this Head; that 
the 


Subject was — and that it 
pic '6f his firſt 


hall only give 


mould be the 
N IL Ge pon, 1 Ih 


4 you 


ceed upon 


ſion to his Advice, I 


"Young Lach of Quality. © 3 
you a Caution, by way vf preventing a Mil. 
ttune are liable to evety Moment. 
This Town, added he, is fall ef Robbers, 


People, Who are every Hour f the Day 


jurking about, and .* upon all Oo- 
cafions to impoſe u de 6d all ſuck 
as are rant o their Addrefd nnd Sub- 


f 
tilty. 25 Necklace, and Ear- ringe, faid 
he, they are ſuch a Temptation, you run a 
very great Riſque. I ec in my Child 
to 2 2 them off, and put them into your 


Pocket, or truſt me with the Care of them; 


T will keep them very ſafe. I hung down 
my Head, and felt a very great 'Repugnance 
to part wich my Jewels, which I was always 
exceſſively bond of. My Director, obſerved 
the Trouble T was in, and apprehended the 
Cauſe of it. Though he gave me only a 
gentle Rebuke, yet I: was greatly concerned, 
and much aſhamed, he ſhould perceive my 
Reluctance at 2 with my Jewels; 
without giving ime therefore'to pro- 
the —_ he promiſed me, 
of worldly Things, I began 
iamonds, and aſked a thou- - 


againſt rindi 
to — off my 


ſand Pardons For the Weakneſs I had ſhewn. 


To give him a further Proof of my Submiſ- 
gave him beſides, out 
of my Pocket, other Diamonds, worth more 
than ten thouſand 'Livers, The Iden I had 
conoœtved after I returned home, of making 
my Eſcape 1 Hul, 8 


kt. — - 


— 


— - 


=_ 
| | 
| 

[ 

' | 
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Abbot adviſed, made me think it a neceſlary 
Precaution to bring away all I conveniently 


could. I did not; leave behind the Purſe 


Wi you of hereafter. Lie 


* 


of a thouſand Crowns in Gold my Mother 
gave me, which I had. forgot when I was 


giving up my Jewels, and it was a very 


providential Thing I did not think of them 
at that Time, becauſe, they, prov'd of great 
Service to me on another 3 ſhall 

The Abbot commended. — -Docibility 
very much, and then ſaid, to obviate any 
—— 1 might be under about my Dia- 
monds; if my Mother did not conſider ſo 
> as ſhe — about my preſent Situa- 

the Money he could raiſe with thoſe 
Valuable Jewels might be employed to pur- 
chaſe. me a handſom Income, and as they 
were legally my own, I need not have any 
Sort of Scruple about that Matter. 

I did not then conſider the Cunning of 
this. holy Man, who, for twenty Lewis 
9 had piouſly purchaſed of me, Jewels, 
that were of more than twenty · thouſand Li- 
vers value. Far from dikrulling of him in 
mp Heart, I looked upon the Pains he took 

ſtrip me, as an obliging Care, which in 
my own Mind I thought very kind of him. 

The Moment I was diſpoſſeſſed of what I 
fonder of than any · thing elſe which be- 
d to me, Word was brought us, that 


2 


the \ Woman the Abbot had ſent for was 


come, 


S Wo 2727 * 
Li 


* - 
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come. I trembled every Joint of me, when 
I ſaw. her enter. She had a moſt imperious, 
ſevere, rigid Look ; and her Dreſs was a- 
greeable to her Perſon, which I ſhall deſcribe 
preſently ; but firſt, her Complexion was 
pale and yellow; her Eyes were half ſhut, 
and always prone to the Earth; her Noſe 
was pinched up, and as narrow at bottom 
as it was at top; her Mouth was from Ear 
to Ear, and glewed at the Corners with a 

Sort of cruſted Flegm, from whence, as ſhe 
opened it, a kind of thick yellow Gum, was 
filtrated; her Cheeks were raiſed very high 
by two imperial Bones, the Exaltation of 
which, were glorified with a curious Varniſh 
like red Marble; her ſmooth Chin was 
peaked, and terminated with a large red 

hart, which was almoſt hid by a thouſand 


wreaths of yellow Fleſh veined of different 


Colours. I had like to have forgot her Eye- 
brows, which were of a dirty Black mixed 
with Grey, heightened by a capacious Wrinkle 
which over-ſhadowed this Part of her Face. 
Her hollow Temples were of a blueiſh Green, 
and ſerved as a Shade to her withered Fea- 
tures. A Nun's Coif covered this pious - 
Head, and a large Chaplet of Beads, which 
were made of I know not what, ſerved for 
a Necklace round her wrinkled Throat; in 
the middle of this Chaplet. hung a wooden 
Croſs, with an Ivory Crucifix, and ſhe had 
a ſtarched Band on, which ſtuck cloſe to her 


© , - Yeſterday; 1 commit her-to yo 


: * 
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two nartow Shoulders. The Waiſt of Siſter 
de Catogire (which was the religious Name 
given this Woman, by way of Sirname, but 
I could never learn for what Reaſon, as ſhe 
was a Widow) appeared of an extravagant 
length. With felpect to her Hands and 
Arms, it was not poſſible to diſtinguiſh them, 
they were hid under a Pair of Sleeves of an 
immoderate Length, which concealed them 
: from the Eyes of the Curious, though 1 
don't know if that was any Loſs; for my 
own Part, I would have given a good deal, 
to have had her whole Body out bf Sight, 
and I am perſuaded, this holy Siſter would 
ole, a Gainer by it, and the Public no 
c 
As ſoon as this Woman was enter'd the 
18 8 8 pov the Abbot; 
This is m ece 1 . ro ydu about 
f Soo our Cate, the 
Is a very good Child, and has been extremely 
well educated ; I hope ſhe will take a Liking 
ro you, and I am very certain you cannot 
- Uiſtilke her, to whom, I thall expełt you pay 
r as The belongs to me. 
y Director added further, upon perceiving 
1 looked melancholy, and that che Tears 
ſtood in my Eyes; 1 charge you not to 
make her any ways uneaſy, if you do, it 
will greatly diſoblige "me ; ſhe will 2 50 
do, what is right ; her being my Niece, is 
Tufficient to prevent her ever departing! 1 * 
TE, * Le er 
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her Duty. I will not be wanting in Le 
Viſits to her as often as I conveniently can; 
I promiſed her Relations to be a Father to 
Kay. and T deſign to fulfil my Protnife faith- 
uy. | 
Siſter 4+ Catvaire, who ſtood like a Stock 
all this while, moved her Eyes at ſaſt, and 
caſting a Glance upon me en puſſant, rej 

it is enough Sir, whatever you comman 
ſhall be punctually obeyed. I ſhall treat 
my Sifter, your Niece, like a ſecond Self, 
and I / ſhall love her with the Bowels of a 
Chriſtian ; as for the reſt, for erer bleſſed 
be the Name of the Lord. 

I fetched a deep Si d Kc the Ead of this 
Anſwer, and imat ine this devout Compa- 
nion of mine would not prove a very en- 
tertaining one; but the Hopes of ſeeing m 
Director often, Whom 1 loved mote an 
more, was ſome Conſolation to me ʒ and the 
more ſo, becauſe he told me, before I went 
away with Siſter 4e Calvaire, I ſhould have 
an Apartment to myſelf, and be #blolutely 
my own Miſtreſs; and added further, if ir 
ſhould ha Þ n, contrary to his :pofirive Or- 
. that 1 Woran in made me the leaſt un- 

„I had nothing to do but inform him, 

he would redreſs me at once; and that 

I ſhould be convinced by his Behaviour, on 
Le =, an Ogcafion, how 1 he had | 

Tranquility at Heart. Go, my Chit 
cry'd 25 N my Hind, a+ ho 
oog 


5 long I will tell you more. 144K us commit 

* every Thing to the Care of the Lord, he 
will be our Guide and Comforter. He pro- 
nounced theſe laſt Words very loud, and I 
eaſily 8 his Intention was to have 


them heard. They did not eſcape Siſter de 
Calvaire, for ſhe. anſwered, So be it, and 
croſſed herſelf as ſhe was going down the 
Stairs. A Hackney Coach was waiting for 
us at the Door, which we got into. My 
new Governante ſet herſelf by me, and tak- 
ing out her Roſary, ſhe ſaid, let us pray to 
the Lord to proſper our Journey. I made 
her no Anſwer; my Heart was ſo full, I 
had more Inclination to cry than to pray, 
and it was almoſt dax. 
Me arrived in a few Minutes at my de- 
ſtined Habitation, which was furniſhed in a 
very plain but conyenient Manner. The 
Lodging was divided into four Parts, m 
Bed- chamber was ſeparated from Siſter 
Calvaire s by an Anti-chamber, which I was 
very glad of, for I frankly declare, the Air 
and Behaviour of that Woman was ſo very 
diſagreeable, I determined to avoid her Com- 
pany as much as I poſſibly could, and it 
ſeemed no difficult Matter, as the Rooms 
were contrived, but I was ignorant, that 
many of theſe Devotees, are not very fond 
of Retirement, and. are often a Burthen to 
"themſelves. 1 did not know, they were 
e ſo n e as to be almoſt 


N out 
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out” of their Senſes, and wanted to come. 

into the World again (which they pretended 

to deſpiſe) for Relief. Siſter de G 5 was 

one 85 theſe, ſhe hated to be alone, which 

| 1 the very firſt Day, and Was ſorry 
r it 


As foon as my too pious Governante had 


ſhewn me my Apartment, ſhe aſk d for 
Money to go and provide Supper ; as I had 
no ſmall Change, ; took out my Purſe, and 
8 her a Lewis d'Or. She W at the 

ight of ſo large a Piece, and cry'd, Vierge 
Marie, this will ſupport our miſerable Lives 
for ſome Time, and went out. While ſhe 
was gone I took a Survey of the Lodgings. 
All the Furniture was new. The Kitchen 
was by my Governante's Chamber ; the En- 
trance to my Apartment was through the 
Anti-chamber, and I had a private back 
Door to go out at beſides, that if I had an 
Inclination to ſee any Body without the 
Knowledge of the 2880 Siſter, I could eaſily 
do 'it. But this, I did not immediately 
diſcover. The Abbot, who provided this 
Lodging for me, did, by his Conduct, ſoon 
make it very vilible, he had his Reaſons for 


having every-thin diſpoſed i in this Manner. 


I found in my Chamber, upon Examina- 
tion, a large Cheſt, in which was Table- 
Linnen and other Neceſfaties, for the Side- 
board, two Silver Covers for the Table, a 
Salt- ſener of the ſame, two Candleſticks * 


a Pair 


What! no Cloth 
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2 Pair of Snuffers of French Plate. I w 


RY. Pleaſed. with theſe Things, not fo 
or 


much for the Elegancy or Conveniency of 


them, but 1 it ſhewed. the Donor's 
Regard for me. As-I had. been accuſtomed 


to much better, theſe Trifles could not make 
any; Imprefliop)upon me. There war great 
Plenty = Magnihcence in the Houſe where 
I was brought up; and if any Thing ſur- 
prized me, it was my Fall, and being re- 
duced to this middling Way. _.. 

_ Whilſt I was taking this Review, Siſter 
die Calvaire returned with a Baſket; of Pro- 
- - viſions, As ſoon as I heard the Door open, 
I. 3 myſelf down into an Elbow- chair, 

ſhe ſhould not catch me prying about 

the Rooms, and think. me too curious. 
Indeed, Madam, I find you very prettily 
employed, cry;d this Deyotee in a ſcolding 
Tone../ 4 yon you. 55 at 7 Oh, ho! Eaſe there. 
ho! did you 
think 1; was; gone iN he roceſſion, or to 


Trouble to 2 3 the Family, when 
152 2 nothin is done. Pray let it never 
ſo again. 2755 Charity obliges us 
tao aſſiſt one another, and if you don't know 
| better, yo muſt be taught, that we 


any 
may haye none of theſe Complaints for Hs 


| future. Come, to our - Buſineſs, do. 
Part, and I will do mine, III go. an pl 
Supper ready, I have cat nothing Today 


Ring the. Bell" 0 7 azineſs ! I take 


E. 2 


8 SBS 2 
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and Heaven does. not. require more of us 


* 


than we are able to bee. 

After this rough Exhortation, the Devotee 
went grumbling out of the Room. For my 
Part, I fell a crying. I had never been 


talked to in this Manner before, and it was 


the mont ſhocking, having been told I ſhould 
be my on Miſkeſs, and, accountable for 


my Actions to none but my Director. 1 
judged by this Beginning, what a cruel Liſe 
| muſt expect to lead. This Reflection was 
no ſooner made, but I began to hate Siſter 


de Calvaire with ſuch; a perfect Averſion, © 


Time has not yet. effaced it; However, 1 
laid my Cloth, and though, I was vexed at 
the Heart, I would not let what my Gover- 
nante had been ſo angry about give her Cauſe 
to talk to me in that Manner again. A fem 
Minutes after, ſhe came in, and J had ac- 
quitted myſelf of a Buſineſs. I never; was 
employed about before. After ſhe had placed 
a Diſh, upon the Table, 1 drew my Chair to 
it, intending, to get my Supper without re- 
garding of her. I laid but one Plate, Knife, 
and Fork, not imagining, this Woman, 
whom I looked upon as my Servant, was to 
ſit at Table wich me. Ha, ha! ſaid the, 
burſting into an ironical Laugh, this is ſome- 
tking new, What! I muſt have no Supper, 
| ſuppoſe? Who told you ſo, ſaid I, with 
out looking up? piqued at her mocking 
Laughter, and ſtill more at her ſetting "As 


— 
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felf by. ' Have you not a Kitchen to eat 
in, hi ry T Yes, to be ſure, reply'd Siſter 
de Calvaire in a Paſſion, do you expect I 


mould ? I fancy you take me for your Ser- 
vant, Miſs, by your Way of "Talking? 
N 26 y undeceive yourſelf, if you pleaſe; the 


entleman, your Uncle, has placed me here 
to take Care bf your, Conduck, and to have 
an Eye to your Actions; as for any Thing 


elſe, your moſt obedient. I never was 4 


Servant to any one but my Maker, and I 
tall eee EY 


'T judged, by this Proceeding, ſhe was ei⸗ 


| thet aut ized to behave in ſuch a Manner, 
or was naturally haughty and e 

The Thoughts of being thüs ſubjugated, 
alarmed me ſo, my Tears flowed afreſh. I 


could not bring my little Stock of Vanity to 


ſubmit to her's. Well! ſaid I, riſing from 
the Table, be Miſtreſs then, if Father Trai- 


naſſea has put you here for that Purpoſe ; 
we will ſee, nevertheleſs, if your Power is 
as great as you pretend; and till I am bet- 


ter informed, let me tell you, I ſhall not pay 


you the leaſt Submiſſion; I had rather fall 
into the cruelleſt Extremities, than be under 
the Subjection of ſo ill· natured a Woman. 
Aſter T had pronounced theſe Words, I 
took a Candle, and went into my Cloſer, 
where I wept moſt bitterly. One Moment's 
Chagrin, 
* Misfortunes. 1 recollected the 
9 


is ſufficient to recal to one's Mind 
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- unhappy Circumſtances of my Birth, and 
the terrible Conſequences of my Mother's 
irregular Conduct, which I paid ſo dear for 
now. This introduced others to my Ima- 

ination” more fatal. After having paſſed 
or the Daughter of a Man of Condition, 
where I lived very agreeably, was it not ex- 
ceſſive hard to ſee myſelf degraded, from 
ſo advantageous a Station, and then to be 
reduced to a Neceſſity of bearing the falſe 
Title of Niece, to a Man, who might aban- 
don me at Will, and by that Means plunge 
me into the utmoſt Miſery ? What diſmal 

Reflections theſe! I had a good deal of Spi- 
rit, and was a little impatient. The fright- 
ful Ideas 1 formed to myſelf of what might 

happen hereafter, afflicted me ſo, I ſpent the 

Night in Tears and Lamentations, and was 
deaf to every-thing. 1 
Siſter de Calvaire was much ſurprized at 
my Reſentment, and perhaps more ſo at the 
Contempt I ſhewed to all ſhe ſaid. She at- 
tempted at firſt to proceed in the old Strain, 
.and, with an Air of Authority, bid me go 
Into my Bed-chamber. - But I declared very 
politively, I never would ſubmit to her D- 
rections; ſo ſhe deſiſted for the preſent. 
Some Moments after, ſhe returned, Her 
religious Pride was a little mortified, T don't 
doubt, and put her upon thinking how ſhe 
had beſt act. The Continuance of my Griet 
moved her; and ſhe was beſides afraid, not 

| * without 


4 


. 
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without Reaſon, that I ſhould complain to, 
the Abbot ; ſhe therefore began to ſooth and 
flatter, endeavouring to perſuade me to go 
to Bed. But nothing would do, I was en- 
- Taged at her vile Behaviour, and the little 
Conſideration ſhe had ſnewn for me the firſt 
Day. I told her very peremptorily, in one 
Word, to leave me, or I would alarm all 
the Neighbours. This terrified. her ſo, ſhe 
retired, telling me, ſhe was going to pray, 
that Heaven. would inſpire me with better 
It was no ſooner Day, but 1 began to 
_ dreſs my Head, determined to go and com- 
plain to my Director, of the ill Treatment 
I-had endured the Night before, Siſter e 
Calvaire's reſtleſs Spirit made her very watch- 
ful; ſhe no ſooner ſuſpected my Deſign, but 
ſhe came, and endeavoured. to prevail with 
mee to alter my Intentions. My Reſolution 
was unchangeable, nor would I deign to an- 
ſwer her. Would your Highneſs believe it? 
This cunning Devotee, imagining I was de- 
termined to make my Complaint, and that 
ſhe ſhould be called to an Account for this 


vile Behaviour, pretended ſhe would let me 


be Miſtreſs, and I might uſe, her as I pleaſed. 
I thought. when ſhe left me, of her being 

retired to her own Room, and I was for 
going forth, But how aſtoniſhed was 1 to 
find the Door locked! I ſuppoſed ſne had 
taken away the Key to prevent my going 
f . 4 out; 


iu Sidi 4 
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out; and therefore perſiſted no farther in 
her Intreaties. Imagining this to be the 
Caſe, I went to her Apartment, where I 
thought ſhe was, intending to aſk her for the 
Key, But the Coaſt was clear, no-body to 
be found. I immediately ſuſpected her De- 
ſign, and the Conſequence of it. The juſt 
Apprehenſions I had; that ſne would preju- 
dice againſt me the only Protector I had in 
the World, made me attempt all poſſible 
Means to procure my Liberty. I broke two 

Knives about the Lock, in Hopes of open - 
ing the Door; and ſpent above two Hours 
in ſuch fruitleſs Efforts, but all in van. What 
a ſhocking Thing muſt any one think it to 
be in my Situation; a young Creature, who 
had been tenderly brought up, not above 
ſeventeen Fears of Age, to find herſelf a 
Priſoner, inſtead of being independent. Such 
Ideas as theſe renewed my Tears and Com- 
plaints. I thought myſelf abandoned by all 
the World, and began to ſhriek out. I 
looked through the Key - hole, from time to 


time, to ſee if my Cries drew no- body to myxx· 
Aſſiſtance. I fancied I heard a Perſon com- 


ing up the Stairs; and looking 
as I could through the Key - hole, diſtinguiſh- 
ed a Man in a Night-gown, advancing: to- 
wards the Chamber -door on his Lip-toe, as 
if he was liſtening. Without conſidering the 
Conſequence of making freſh Complaints, 
or how this Affair would end, 1 cry'd aloud 
| HRS | again, 


in as well 
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again, and ſaid, how miſerable am I, to be 
confinediin this manner, at my Age, to be 
thus rigorouſly treated moſt undeſervedly, 
and by an Inferior too, who has no ſort of 
Authority over me! Will not Heaven have 
' Compaſſion upon my Innocence, and ſend 
ſome Friend to ſuccour me, and drag me 
out of this Place of Oppreſſion? What grate- 
ful Acknowledgments will I not repay, if 
my righteous Prayers are heard. 

. Juſt as I finiſhed theſe Words, a Voice 
from the other Side of the Door, ſaid, I hear 
you, be pacified, my dear Creature; I am 


touched to the Heart with your Tears, and 


will exert my utmoſt Endeavours to ſerve 
you; but let us firſt conſider how we may 
ſecure your Eſcape. I will come as ſoon as 
I 'perceive a convenient Opportunity, and 
give three gentle Raps upon your Chamber- 
door; do you deſcend immediately, and you 
ſhall be carefully concealed till. Then 
the Voice ſuddenly ceaſed, without conclud- 
ing. I directly judged, from the Noiſe I 
heard, that ſomebody had ſurpriſed him. 
Alas! what I apprehended proved but too 
true. The Abbot himſelf, along with Siſter 
de Calvaire, were that Inſtant coming up the 
Stairs, and catched a Man talking to me 
through the Key-hole. . My Director, pre- 
poſſeſſed by this malignant Devotee, took 


upon him the Authority of a real Uncle, as 
well as that of his own Character; and re- 
a | primanded 
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primanded this Perſon very ſeverely, threat- 
ening him with a Complaint to the Magif- 
trate. I retired into my Apartment, igno- 
rant if any Anſwer was made. My Director 
was preſently before my Sight, coming up to 
me in a rough, abrupt Manner. I, who but 
a few Minutes before deſired to ſee him, 
wanting to make my Complaints, found my- 
ſelf ſo confounded at his ſtern Preſence, and 
angry Looks, I caſt my Eyes down to the 
Ground, like a guilty Criminal taken in the 
Fact. It looked as if I had conſpired with 
this wicked Devotee againſt myſelf, to make 
her malicious Practices ſucceed; it was be» 
having to her Wiſh. e 

I was ſoon convinced, why this vile De- 
votee went out, and locked me in; it was, 
for Fear I ſnould prejudice my Director a- 
gainſt her; ſne therefore took the Advantage 
of going to him firſt, and tell him the wick - 
ecedeſt Things of me ſhe could invent; hoẽ-W 

] had conceived the greateſt Averſion to her; 
how I had taken it into my Head, ' the Mo- 
ment after I was got into my new Habita- 
tion, to make an Offer to ramble out by my- 
ſelf, which ſhe would not ſuffer ; and that 
therefore treated her very barbarouſly. Her 
Malice did not ſtop here; ſhe very artfully 
made him believe 1 held a Correſpondence 
with a Man; though ſhe did not ſpeak it in 
abſolute Terms, ſhe let fall ſuch broad Hints, 
as would occaſion the ſtrongeſt Suſpicion. 

| 1 How- 
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However, this Artifice, ſhameful as it 
was, would not have ſucceeded ; one Word 
would have been ſufficient to have diſco- 

vered the baſe Deceit;z but, my unlucky 
diſcourſing with the Stranger on the other 
Side of the Door, confirmed her Report. 
The Abbot, in a ſevere Tone, aſked who 
the Man was he had ſurprized talking with 
me, and what Buſineſs I had with him; 
though I gave him a faithful Account how 
the Thing happened, he thought I was not 
fincere, and chid me for it, requiring me to 
talk to him with more Confidence; and told 
me very poſitively, if I perſiſted in endea- 
vouring to fineſſe with him, he ſhould be 
obliged to take ſuch a Courſe, I ſhould not 
at all approve. | 

Theſe Threats threw me into Deſpair, I 
cried bitterly, and I believe my Director was 
moved at the Condition he ſaw me in, and 
ordered Siſter de Caluaire to leave the Room. 
What makes my dear Child weep ſo ? ſaid 
he, Why do you afflict yourſelf in this Man- 
ner? What can I think? Tou muſt certainly 
have ſome very extraordinary Motive for this 
extravagant Sorrow? Where is that Regard 
_ you uſed to profeſs for me? From whence 

. this Silence? Do you no longer 
Iook upon me as your Friend, as another 
Father, which Heaven had raiſed you up? 
O Sifter ! recollect yourſelf, put away from 
your Imagination, all thoſe * _— 

ö eas, 
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Ideas, which will be your Deſtruction; you 
are upon a Precipice; in the Name of all 

the Holy Angels go not one Step farther; 
there will be no Pardon, you muſt be eter- 
nally loſt. 

This Diſcourſe, inſtead of calming my 
Tears and Sorrow, only augmented them. 
What have I done Sir, faid I, ſobbing, to 
be treated with ſo much Rigour? Am I not 
miſerable enough, to be reduced to the de- 
plorable Condition I find myſelf in, but 1 
muſt alſo be loaded with the moſt {atrocious 
Calumnies ? Why was I not told the Con- 
dition I was deſtined to. I-ſhould then have 
expected it, and by a patient Reſignation of 
myſelf, had been prepared for the Treat- 
ment I have ſaffered, Yes Sir, why was I 
not told, you had given the Woman I was 
placed with an abſolute Authority over me, 
and, inſtead of her 'ſervidg me, that 1 was 
to be her complaifant Companion, I fhould 
have ſubmitted to tlie Yodk. It would molt 
certainly have galled*rtie*to the Soul, being 
little accuſtomed to ſuch Extremities; and 
tho' I ſhould have condeſcended fo far, 1 
would not have put it in the Power of that 
Woman, by Means of her Superiority, to 
ruin me in your good Opinion, and ſuppoſe 
Falſities that never were, and which I ought 
not ſo much as ever to be ſuſpected of, if 
any one would but conſider in the leaſt the ; 
Patty 1 * taken. 88 


F 4 


104 The MEMOIRS a 
This Diſcourſe, which was uttered in that 
affecting Manner, which Sorrow always in- 
ſpires, proved perſuaſive, and had a favour- 
able and ſudden Effect. The Abbot was 
moved, and taking both my Hands, with a 
compaſſionate Look, aſked me, If it was 
poſſible I could be treated with ſuch Diſ- 
reſpect, and if Siſter de Calvaire could have 
the Confidence to impoſe upon him ? Truth 
will ever be prevailing. I gave ſo plain 
and natural an Account of this wicked De- 
votee's Behaviour to me the Night before, 
and defired to tell it all to her Face, with 
ſuch Reſolution, my Director readily be- 
lieved it all to be true; aſſuring me, he never 
could give his Conſent to thoſe Proceedings. 
And as a convincing Proot of it, he called 
Siſter de Calvarre, and reprimanded her very 
ſeverely for reporting ſuch ſcandalous Falſi- 
ties, and peremptorily commanded her to 
behave in a better Manner for the future, 
and not give me the leaſt Reaſon to com- 
plain; adding, if fhe did, he would directly 
_ diſcharge her, and ſhe ſhould repent it the 
longeſt Day ſhe lived. "FS 
I can't help owning, that the Sight of 
Siſter' de Calvaire's melancholy Countenance 
at this Reprimand, cleared up mine. I could 
not help feeling a ſecret Satisfaction in ſeeing 
her ſo perfectly mortified. The Abbot gave 
her to underſtand, the Station he appointed 
her, was to wait upon, not controul me » 
1 an 


— ö = 


Yang La of Quality. 105 
and added farther, he would have her con- 
ſider well, whether the LY was agreeable ; 
if not, to tell him ſo, becauſe he had twenty 
Girls at his Devotion, who all of them af. 42 
ired at the Hopes of being placed by his 

Hand, and only waited for ſuch a favourable 
Opportunity. This Alternative frighted my 
Devotee. -* She wept, ſhe aſk'd my Pardon, 
and promiſed to conduct herſelf ſo obſequi- 
ouſly henceforward, I ſhould have no Cauſe 

to complain. I was content with theſe Con- 
ceſſions; ſo Peace was concluded, and no 
more ſaid about it. 

What I have now related, was all the 
Converſation I had with my Director upon 
his firſt Viſit. He promiſed to come again 
next Day, and left me well ſatisfied with his 
Goodneſs, and well pleaſed at getting the 

better of a Woman, who, at firſt ſetting- our, 

treated me ſo imperiouſiy. | 
' Notwithſtanding what had paſs'd, I ap- 
prehended ſhe would, in her Turn, upon the 
very firſt Occaſion upbraid me : But I was 
furprized at her civil Deportment; ſhe ap- 
peared as gentle, and as humble, as ſhe had 
been reſerved and haughty ; and obſervant 
to the leaſt Tittle. After the Abbot was / 
gone, I never ſaw her again till ſhe came to 
aſk, what I would pleaſe to have for Dinner, 
and then opened the Windows, next the 
Street, that I might amuſe myſelf, ſhe ſaid, 
whilſt ſhe went to Market, When Dinner 
F 5 Was 
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was ready, I commended her Care and Di- 

ligence. She had laid only one Cover, and 
— Rood behind me. Her- great Humility 
touched me. The ſorrowful Air which ac- 
 companied all her Actions ſoftned me; there- 
fore, to let her ſee I was reconciled, I made 
her fit at Table wich me, aſſuring her, if 
The behaved well, ſhe ſhould never find any 
Cauſe for DifarisfaQion. | 
I was really reconciled- in good Earneſt, 
but ſhe was a meer Hypocrite ; and to be a 
Hypocrite and a wicked Woman is pretty 
much the ſame Thing. The Sequel of my 
Story will, I believe, illuſtrate the Truth of 
this Poſition. 
The next Morning, when my Director 
came to ſee me, I commended Siſter de Cal- 
waire, almoſt as much as I had diſcommend- 
ed her the Night before. This Change puffed 

his Vanity. telling me with a Sraile, he 

had the Skill of moulding Heartss, having 
drought about much more difficult Conver- 
ons. And added, it was poſſible, in Time, 
| be might have an Opportunity of giving me 
a convincing Proof of his Art. 

After fome little Converſation on this Sub- 
zx&, he aſked me, by Way of Diſcourſe, if the 


? "Ferſon who talked to me on the other Side 


"= the fame Adv 


zhe Door, had never attempted to procure 
again. I anſwered him 
very truly, I did not know, for I was the 


remaining Tart of the Day in wy cc 
wit 
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with Siſter de Calvaire, reading, or working, 
and knew nothing of him. 

So much the better, my dear Child, faid | 
the Abbot, looking ſtedfaſtly upon me; 


Mien are deceitful; a virtuous Perlen ſhould 


always avoid them. Be aſſured, their ſe- 
ducing Diſcourſe tends only to enſnare you; 
and when any one is ſo unfortunate, to 
hearken to their perfidious Allurements, they 
generally repent it all their Lives after. 
There is no Accident ſo frightful, and fo 

much to be dreaded, as an inſinuating Lover; 
to liſten to them, to permit them to approach 
you, is putting it in their Power to deſtroy 
you. They ſeem to deſire nothing more 
than your Love, which, when obtained, in 
Lieu of that Innocence you are robbed of, 
you will be overwhelmed with Misfortunes 
and Complaints. For the Imagination of 
the Unguarded, are touched with a Fondneſs, 

which grows too inſenſibly to be reſiſted. _ 
However, I would not have you think I 1 
am an Enemy to the innocent Pleaſures of 
Society, ſaid the Abbot, looking .tenderly 
at me. No, my dear Agnes, I am not a 
Tyger. There are Laws preſcribed to Na- 
ture as well as Virtue, and it would be ty- 
tannical to prohibit all. I know the Al- 
lowances we 
diſpoſed by Conſtitution to certain Deſires. 
Some Enjoyments may be permitted, pro- 
3 of my Function for 
F 0 | your 
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your Guide. But theſe very Enjoyments 
will become enormous Sins, if they are taſted 

through Inticement or Perſuaſion. The 
Senſes, if not ſtopped, will overflow like 
à Torrent, but the Hand which endeavours 
to make this ſalutary Fence, ought to be ſo 

rudent and able, in preventing Virtue from 
1 Ship-wrecked, as not to riſque its 
ſinking, by preſcribing too ſtrict Bounds to 
the Courſe of the Paſſions, which would 
grow impetuous, occaſion a dangerous Re- 
flux, and ruin all. Like a River, which 
of Neceſſity muſt have its Courſe. So the 
warm Paſſions. of Youth muſt have ſome 
Way to tranſpire. To ſtop them without 


= Diſcretion, would be abſolute Deſtruction. 


We muſt let them evaporate, by having 
their proper Channel. Too much, or too 
little Reſtraint, would be equally dangerous. 


I ſay then, my dear Agnes, continued the 


Abbot, I am not an Enemy to certain in- 
ward Senſations, which Nature inſpires, 
and which are Part of its Eſſence; I only 
condemn the bad Uſe which is daily made 
of them. Why are we ſo rigid to hinder 
the Progreſs of theſe Senſations, which are 
- fometimes ſtronger than they ought to be, 
but becauſe, by the Abuſe that would be 
made by a tacit Approbation of them, a 
3 cr may run herſelf into ſuch Incon- 
veniencies, from which it would be a diffi 

cult Matter to extricate her. The Director 
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would by that Means cheriſh them, he who 
knows the World, who knows the human 
Heart, and has continual Proofs at the Tri- 
bunal, of the Diſorders and Miſchiefs at- 
tending thoſe Hearts, which are a Prey to, 
and drawn away by their blind Senſes; and 
it would be ſuffering thoſe who commit theit 
moſt intimate Secrets to him, to run an in- 
fallible Riſque of falling into the Precipice. 
And there is not a more unpardonable Crime, 
than not to | ge an Evil we ure orally 
certain will hap 3 

Let us come to a right A; lication, con- 
tinued my perfidious Director, whom I 
thought, at that Time, a very worthy Man. 
When I adviſed you to leave the Houſe you 
was brought up in. Why did I do it? Be- 
cauſe I foreſaw what would happen. Tho' 
a young Perſon is endowed with innate 

Modeſty, it ſuffers much under the beft 
Education, when the Paſſions rife in Aid 

to ſubdue it. Honour, like an able Pilot, 
guards it from Rocks and Sands. Though 
his Skill be great, he cannot always brave 
the Storm; he reſiſts it to the laſt, but the 
Waves redouble their Force, and ſtrike the 
Rudder from his Hand; the Veſſel ſinks, 
and all is loſt. You reſiſted M. de St. Preuil 


once, you reſiſted him twice; but the third 


Time, Nature would have betrayed you. 
There are ſome Moments when our own 
Strength becomes our Weakneſs. Then is 

any 


— 
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mou eaſily ſurprized ; and in ſuch like 
nes, 


Lukewarmneſs; eſpecial 


© 


Caſes, nothing is more common than to ſee 
them. yield 


I \that had been your Misfortune, my, 
dear . how ſhocking the C uence ! 
The Heart would ſoon have been made fa- 
miliar with the Crime. It is very natural 
for a Perſon who never was in Love, to be 
delighted with any one, who makes them 
ſenſible of Pleaſures they were unacquainted 
with. before. The more Modeſty you pre- 
ferve, the more Honour, andiconſequently 
the more Tranquillity. In Time, you might 
have had your Puniſhment from the ſame 
Hand that flattered you at firſt. The Eſteem 
M. de St. Preuil formerly pretended, would 


have vaniſhed, and his Love ceaſed in courſe. 


Why did I call it Love! He never could 
have any from the Moment he firſt perpe- 


trated his criminal Intentions. The quiet 


Poſſeſſion of a Pleaſure often ates into 
ly when there re- 
mains nothing more to be deſired, Diſguſt 
always enſues; and if the Sentiments of your 


ver once came to that paſs, which, to- 


ether with the ſecret Reaſons him we are 


now talking of had for his Diſregard, would 


© | have made him caſt you off, and poſſibly 


thrown you into Deſpair, and Deſpair natu- 


rally leads the Way to what is moſt ock - 


* 
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Agnes, 1 foreſaw all theſe Things, and 
like an affectionate Guide, who knows the 
Ground where the Road is dangerous, and 
how to avoid it, by pointing out one more 
ſecure, have conducted 


Flowers, like the ſlippery Path I have pre- 
vented your falling into; it is at leaſt ſolid, 
and leads to a more peaceful State, more to 
be deſired, than all the noiſy Pleaſures of 
the World, which are no ſooner taſted, but 
you wiſh never to have known them. Tes, 
my dear Child, continued this hypocritical 
Director (ſqueezing my Hands which he had 
continued to hold between his) you have 
nothing to do but hearken to me, and to 
me alone. 1 will be to you, what I am to 


all my diſtinguiſned, my beloved Penitents. 
The Body and the Soul enjoy with me the 


Happineſs which is proper for them. Iknow 
how to take Care of your temporal as well 
as ſpiritual Intereſt. Every Age, like every 
Sealon, has its Duties; Would it not be ri- 


So with Regard to Youth ; no one would 


deſire a young Perſon ſhould be moulded 


with icy old Ape. 

If your Highneſs had feen, with what an 
Air of Triumph the Abbot pronounced theſe 
laſt Words, you would not have been ſur- 


of this Man was ſparkling and poles 
t ſive, 


you into this ſafe 
Retreat. Though it is not ſtrowed with 


it ſnould be hot in Winter? 


ized at the Effect they had upon me. The 
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five. . My Prepoſſeſſion was ſo extravagant, 
it ſeemed as if Heaven ſpoke through his 
Mouth. Though, in Truth, I underſtood 
only Part of his Diſcourſe,” but that which 
I did comprehend, prejudiced me greatly in 
Favour of ſuch charming Doctrine, as I con- 
cCcieived his to be, even from the firſt Moment 
I went to conſeſs to him. My former Con- 
feſſor terrified me about a few trifling Fail- 
ings I was ſubject to. But the firſt Time 
went to the Abbot on this Errand, I found 
myſelf greatly relieved, and there are many 
who are not-very ſevere. In departing from 
.his Confeſſional, I found myſelf quite com- 
forted, as I ſaid before. Formerly," I trem- 
bled when I was to approach the Sacrament, 
and returned with my Mind full of Doubts 
and Deſpair. Now I went with Eagerneſs, 
it was a Feſtival Day with me, and I wiſhed 
% 
The latter Part of our Converſation turned 
upon Things leſs intereſting. My Direckor 
was too ſenſible a Man to fright me, in the 
Beginning with entire new Maxims. He 
told me at Parting, he would ſee me again 
in two Days, and in the mean Time, ad- 
viſed me to ſend for what Neceſſaries I want- 
ed; and upon this Occaſion told*me, as he 
did before, when my Money was expended, 
to inform him, and he would provide more. 
The next Morning, I made a Memoran- 
dum of what I wanted, and ſent Siſter e 
e Calvaire 


. Young Lady , Quality, 113 
Calvaire to purchaſe them for me. She was 


no ſooner gone down, but I heard ſomebody 
tapping at the Door of my Watdrobe. I fan- 


cied this Woman had forgot ſome-thing, 


and knowing I was in my Cloſet, came that 
Way to ſave me the Trouble of going round 
the Apartment to let her in. But how great 
was my Aſtoniſhment to ſee a well-dreſs'd 
Cavalier advancing towards me. The Co- 
lour came into my Face, and it immediately 
occured to my Mind what my Director had 
ſaid to me with regard to Men, who-ſtroll 
about like Wolves ſeeking whom they can 


deſtroy. I ran away as faſt as I could, 


ſhrieking, not conſidering I had left my 


Door open, and by that Means put myſelf. 


in the Power of him I was ſhunning in ſuch 


Confuſion. But, what could be expected 


from a young Girl, perfectly innocent? I 
my M0 terrified, I had not the Power to 
think. 


The Incognito, not expecting ſuch a Re- | 
ception, was retiring very faſt, crying out, 


O Lord Miſs! if I have diſturbed you, I 
mall be diſtracted. Upon hearing theſe 

Words, I thought he had been gone far e- 
nough; turning my Head therefore, and not 
ſeeing him, I ventured to the Door, intend- 
ing to faſten it, but the Cavalier, now grown 
bolder, returned the inſtant I did, ſo that 
we met directly. I ſhall be very unhappy 
Miſs, ſaid he, (approaching me with a ti- 

Ro morous 
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morous Air) if 1 — yes 
leaſt Uneaſineſs, 


dee Nes, which 


am the Perſon who talked 
of the other Door, that Day I was alarmed 


With his Diſcourſe. 


- 


the 
permit me to-afk ten thou- 
ſand Pardons, and at the fame Time relate 
my Service. I 
the Outſide 


great Deſire I had of offering 


with your ſhocking Complaints. I had then 
a Glimpſe of you, ſince which I am a 
— to Repoſe, nor can I obtain any, 
till 1am informed from your own Mouth, 
if you ate any happier; or if it is in my 
Power to ſerve you, there is nothing in this 
World I am capable of performing, but 1 


would gladly undertake to convince you of 
| my Paſtion, 


What he ſaid, was delivered in ſo ſoft and 
a Manner, and was really ſo engag- 
ing, it might have deen thought ridiculous 
of me, not to have returned a civil Anſwer. 
Tho' this Cavalier was not young, there 
Was a certain —— in his Counte · 
tenance, Which is taking at every Age. His 
Shape was eaſy, his Addreſs noble, and with 
the moſt Cavaker Air imaginable, he pre- 
ſerved ſo 1 a Behaviour, made it 
e to him, or be diſpleaſed 


Thus prejudiced-in his Favour, I did not 
ſeruple to make him an Anſwer, thanking 
bim for his obliging Offers. I told him the 


. of that Diſquier I'formerly had was 
3 


— 
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ceaſed, and no Sort of Uneaſineſs remained. 


He deſired to know, if he might flatter him 
ſelf with the Hopes of his Viſits not being 


diſpleaſing to me. I was very much per- 
plexed, not knowing how to anfwer him, 
for he had requeſted this Favour of me, 
with an Earneſtneſs ſo pleaſingly expreſſed, 
I was at a Loſs how to 'refuſe, and yet I 
dare not diſcloſe my Reaſons. In that Caſe, 
I muſt have owned my Dependance upon a 
Man I - ought to regard, or pretend I was 
afraid of the Woman that lived with me. 
Either of theſe Excuſes would have humbled 
my little Vanity, ſo 1 held my Tongue, and 
made no Reply. * | 
I eaſily conceive Miſs, ſaid Mr. Tucognito, 
the Favour I have entreated, is not agree- 
able; your Silence convinces me. I read 
in that embarraſſed Countenance, the un- 
welcomneſs of my Viſit. (Fell me, what- 
ever you determine, I will abſolutely ſub- 
mit to it. I alſo further declare, if my 
being here is any ways troubleſome, I will 
retire with the ſame Eagerneſs I undertook 
the Diſcovery. | Les Miſs! I have ſo great 
a "Regard for you, it ſhall oblige me to re- 
linquiſh a | 
ever ſince I difcovered your being in this 
Houſe. How happy ſhould I be, could 1 
convince you of this. Dare I flatter myſelf, 
you will do Juſtice to the Purity of my 
Sentiments, and put ſome little Confidence 
hs 


ineſs, -I have aſpired after 
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in a Man, who is intereſted in every Thing 
which concerns you, and deſires nothing o 
much as putting it to the Proof. 

I was ſo aſhamed and confounded, I * 
Silent for ſome Time. At laſt, pardan my 
Gonfern, Sir, ſaid I, almoſt afraid to look 
up at him, I proteſt I tremble for Fear 
you ſhould be ſurprized ; belides, I am not 
accuſtomed to ſuch flattering Compliments, 
and much leſs in a Condition to liſten to 
them. I am well perſuaded of the Since- 


rity of your Civilitres, but I live in a Re- 
tirement, which will not admit of any Cor- 


reſpondence. If I am found alone with a 
Man, what will the World imagine ? and 
| beſides the giving Occaſion for Scandal, I 
ſhall riſque being catched again by an Uncle 
who would: not hearken to any Juſtification. 


Since you are the Gentleman who talked to 


me before, you ought to remember him, 
and be able to judge from what has happen - 


ed, how miſerable I muſt be ſhould he dif- 
cover us together again. 


After I had finiſhed theſe Words, I ſaid 
no more, and would have retired, but the 


Cavalier prevented me again. I foreſaw 
every Thing that could happen, ſaid the 
Incognito, lowering his Voice. I know how 
I expoſe myſelf ; and if your Uncle ſhould 
Kind out this Proceeding, my Life would 
hardly excuſe it. But Miſs ! the ardent 


Deſire I had to ſee you, and make a * 


1 4 ttt — — K 
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of my Service, in the Opinion I was, that it 
might be of Uſe, after what your Complaints 
occaſioned me to ſuggeſt, *rwas this Idea 
got the better of all other Conſiderations. 
However, make yourſelf eaſy, I have placed 
a Footman in Ambuſh at the Door, who 
will, by a Signal, give me Notice, if your 
Relation, or the Woman who waits upon 
you, ſhould come. I have watched theſe 
three Days, for the happy Minute I now _ 
enjoy. Ah! could I but be believed, added 
he, with a Cavalier Air, we might make 
an Advantage of the preſent Opportunity. 
Tellme ſincerely, I cannot think the Hap- 
pineſs you pretend is real. If it is truly 
ſo in good Earneſt, own it to me frankly. 
Upon my Word and Honour you will 'not 
repent it, but moſt certainly will applaud 
yourſelf for honouring me with your Con- 
fidencſe. Fr"? 1 2697 
_ Whilſt the {zcognito was diſplaying his 
perſuaſive Eloquence, I was conſidering what 
Anſwer to make. If by Chance ſuch an 


Opportunity of talking to me as this, had 


fallen in his Way the Day he found me fo# 

miſerable, I don't know what-might r 
happened; but this was no favourable rags” 
ment for him. Being at that Time well 
ſatisjed with my Uncle, and reconciled to 
my Governante, I therefore ſtuck to my 
Text.— I aſſured him I was very happy, that 
I had nothing to wiſh for, and the 1 — 
| as | I 
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bad he been a more reaſonable Creature. 
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Proof he could give of the Regard he pro- 
feſſed, was to leave me immediately, and 
never attempt another Opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing to me; if he did, it would not only diſ- 
ablige me greatly, but I ſhould alſo make 
it, my Endeavour to put it abſolutely out 
D 
J flat myſelf, a peremptory a 
Reply, Mr. Incog. would have made his Bow, 
and departed. But, this Man was not ſo 
ceaſily rebuff d. And can you be ſo hard- 
| hearted, ſaid he (throwing himſelf about my 
knees) thou beautiful Angel, to be the Death 
of a Lover, who lives only by looking on 
you? What have. I done, cruel Creature, to 
be treated thus inhumanly ? Why did you 
let me behold that adorable Face? Before I 
beheld it, I lived a ſolitary Life, indifferent 
to every Thing. My. peaceful Soul, till 
that fatal Moment, deſpiſed Love's Darts, 
but now I am wounded even to Death, if 
deprived of the Sight of thoſe bewitching 
Charms. Would you puniſh the Crime your 
Eyes have created? Either ſuffer me to diſ- 
claſe+the Ideas your Beauty has inſpired, or 
it me to expire at your Feet, 
as not in a Situation to underſtand ſuch 
Sore of Language as this, and if I had, I 
am perſuaded, it would have made but little 
Impreſſion upon me, and I believe, I ſhould 
in the End have treated it with Contempt, 


But, 


” — | 
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But, when he found I would no longer liſten, 
to his extravagant Proteſtations, he roſe up 
in a Fury, and faſtened the. Door, and 1 
9 — looked. very wild with his Eyes 3 

e his Sword, told me, if I per- 
ſidſted in this rigorous Treat ment, he would 
immediately ſtab himſelf before my Face, 
and I ſhould haye Reaſon to reproach myſelf 
for his Death ſo long as IL lived I-vow: to 
your Highneſs I.trembled.- Stops Sir, ſaid- 
I, have Pity on my; Youth.and. Innocence; 
ſheath. your Sword; I promiſe to ſee you 
again when I conveniently can. No, no 
cry'd. this terrible Incognito, die I muſt. I 
am but too ſenſible what you intend by this 
Compaſſion. O thou cruel ——! you only 
deſite to rid yourſelf of me, and regard not 
if I periſh, the Inſtant I am out of - your: 
Sight. In uttering theſe Words, the fright- 
ful Rapier was continually pointed to his 
Breaſt, every Motion of this furious: Mor- 
tal made me quake. I fancied I ſaw him 
gaſping at my Feet. In all my Days, Ine- 
ver felt ſuch Uneaſineſs. My Fright: was: 
ſo SE I, did . 

ſſibly ſupport - myſelf. 1 TORT 
Ie is impoſſible to tell, how this Tragi- 
Comic Scene would have ended, had at not 
been for the unfortunate; Return of Siſter de. 
Calvaire, Who appeared all at once. She 
entered by the other Door, and I ſuppoſe: 


the Signal I mentioned was not rightig un- 
248 1 derſtood. 
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derſtood. The diſmal Apprehenſions I was 
under, made me yield to his Conditions; 


ſo that, to appeaſe this Man of Deſperation, 


I promiſed to open my Door to him the firſt 


Time I was alone; and, as an Affurance of 


the Performance of my Promiſe, he deſired 
I would give him leave to kiſs my Hand. 
According to all Appearance, from this Fa- 
vour he would have proceeded to another, 
and ſo on. The- Arrival of the Devotee, 
however, put an End to this embarraſſing 
Cataſtrophe. Though I was thus extricated 
from- the greateſt Danger my Virtue could 
poſſibly be in, I found myſelf ſoon plunged 


into an Abyſs of Perplexity and Trouble. 


I expected this Woman would have diſ- 


carded Mr. Incog. immediately; but ſhe diſ- 


appointed my Expectations. The Moment 


| the entered, I threw myſelf (frighted as 1 
was) into her Arms. O my Goodneſs ! ſaid 
the, with a hypocritical Tenderneſs, I would 


* 


ſpoil Sport; you was with that Gentle- 
man before, and may remain with him, I 
have nothing to ſay to it; Are you not your 
own Miſtreſs? She then turned away, I fol- 
lowed her, much ſurprized at this Behaviour, 
and would have explained the whole Affair, 
juſt as it happened, and perſuaded her to 
put my terrible Lover out of my Cloſet. I 
did not introduce him, faid ſhe, twas you 


let him in, and therefore, may do what you 


think moſt proper. By our Agreement, I 
Þ -- = * | | Pp Was 


rang Lad of g, 15. 
was not to trouble myſelf about your Acti- 
ons, and 1 nc ak of that W e ; 
1 would not t gui 0 the contrary, tor 
„ TOS ans 
I judged, from her peev 


_—_ m Manon 7 
ſpeaking, ſhe not forgot the Chagrin 
ber wh her, and char the would not be 
wanting in her Endeavours, to make me 
ſenſible of it, the firſt 2 This 
Reflection made me very unhappy, it brought 
to Mind the deplorable State I was re- 
duced to. From theſe Reflections, I pro- 
ceeded to the Motives that had been the 


Occaſion, but not without ſhedding many 


Tears. I reproached mylelf for being ſepa- 
rated from my Mother, and lamented it very 
ſincerely. It was my own Fault, I ought 
to have flown for Succour to her only; and 
ſhe being the original Cauſe of my Mifery, 
it was therefore much more natural for her 
to ſu me than a Stranger, who might 
from one Moment to another alter his Sen- 
timents and Behaviour, and abandon me to 
my unhappy Fate. This Thought, made. 
x very ſtrong Impreſſion upon my Imagina- 
tion, in ſo much, that I immediately tod 
a Reſolution, which I foon after put in Ex- 
ecution. Thus was I, in a confuſed Man- 

ner, racking my Brains, as 1 ſat in Siſter 
de Calvaire's Chamber, from whence I did 
not intend to ſtir, till I could be certain 
Mr. Incog. had left mine, when ſomebody 

9 0 Eknocked 


f 


it was ſpoke 


122 The MEMOEFRS ff @ 
Knocked at the Door. It proved to be a 


Woman of the Neighbourhood, who came 
to inform us the Door of my Apartment was 


open, and that I ran a Hazard of being 


robbed. The Devotee anſwered ironically, 


there is no Danger, it is well guarded. I 


pi ued at this Reply, becauſe 
ore a Stranger, one I did 
not know, who might put odd Conſtructions 
upon it. 4 anſwer d ſharply, and ſaid, 
her joke was ill timed. My Reſentment 
had given me Courage. I roſe up, with a 
Deſign” to drive away Mr. cog. myſelf ; in 
Caſe he .xemained in my Chamber ; I deter- 
mined to treat him in ſo rough a manner, 


was the more 


they ſhould ſee I had no very great Fondneſs 


for him ; but he was gone. I double-locked 
the Door, promiſing myſelf to be more 
watchful for the future, ſo as never to riſk 
again being under ſuch a Dilemma, out of 
which I found ſo much Difficulty to be ex- 
tricate. Fi en 

This Neighbour, being (as moſt Women 

are) very curious, followed me into my 
Chamber. Whether it was becauſe ſhe dil- 
liked Siſter de Calvaire, who was proud, and 
ſcorned to ſpeak to any-body, or that ſhe 


had taken a Liking to me; ſhe ſaid, looking 


behind her at the ſame Time, as if ſhe was 


afraid of being over heard, that ſhe com- 


mended me very much, for treating my 


Servant as ſhe deſerved, It is a very flat- 


© - tering 
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tering Thing to have one's Actions approved. 
J made a Friend of my Neighbour, which 
pleaſed her, and the affored me, upon taking 
her Leave, if I ſhould ever have Occaſion 
to make Uſe of her, or want a prudent Con- 
fident, I need only let her know it, ſhe ſhould 
be ready on all Occaſions to expoſe herſelf 
to any Danger, to ſhew her Zeal, as well as 
Inclination to ſerve me. 

Siſter de Calvaire's late Behaviour Wen 
my Averſion to her; but what follows made 
it inſupportable. I had ordered her to buy . 
me ſome Linnen for Shifts, and Lace for 
my Night and Dreſs. Caps. How ſurprized 
was I when ſhe brought the Account. She + 
had bought Cloth for-me, hardly good enough 
for a Farmer's Wife, and the Lace no better. 
I was ſo piqued at this Conduct, I threw _ 
away her Bargains with Diſdain. - Know, 
faid I, in a Paſſion, turning my Back upon 


her, theſe ridiculous Proceedings will not 


do for me, and at a proper Time and Place, 
I'll make you repent it. 

The Devotee, who thought ſhe had Met 
withal ſufficiently to humble me, very in- 
ſolently ſaid ; I ought not to be ſo prodigal, 
the Linnen ſhe had purchaſed was good 
enough for me; and with regard to my Me- 
naces, ſhe cared very little for them. I was 
enraged at this Anſwer, and ſome other Im- 
pertinences ſhe added, beſides a thouſand 


TIO during the Courſe of this Day, more 
G 2 vexatious 


tion. But Hate ſometimes tra 


124 The MEMOIRS of 0 
_ vexatious, the one than the other, which 
made me almoſt diftrafted. 
After I had wept plentifully, I determined 
2 Agri next Morning and complain to 
and employ all the Credit 1 
ha wr ich Nin 5 of 3 
evenge tran me fo far, I was 
reſolved, in caſe he refuſed me, to deſire he 
would think it proper, I ſhould go to my 
Mother. This was the Effect of my Re- 
3 ſuck 
m great ued to contrive ſu 
a Project. I had 3 
the Abbot, and in any other Caſe I could 
never have been capable of ſuch a Reſolu- 
s one 
beyond all Confideration. Mine for Siſter 
de Calvaire carried me to the laſt Extremity. 
I was a very good Chriſtian, but could not 
= reflr to pardon her. © 
. . the Night without Sleep. When 
Day- light 2243 which I lay e ng 
with great Impatience. I roſe, and went 
out immediately after I was drefled, not . 
ee Head whether Siſter de Calvaire 
pproved of it or not. I got into a Coach, 
1 to the Abbot's Houſe. My De- 
fign was, by talking to him firſt, to antioi- 
pate him, and by tne Means, prevent what 
ppened on the laſt Occaſion. 
7 was introduced into his Study, ac- 
; cording to Cultom, without any Signs of 
Og | 


in an unealy an 
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ifhtiveneſs, with Rei to early 
Tr 2 The Abbot 3 4 2 
prized I ſhould be with him fo ſoon in the 
Morning, and aſked me the Reaſon of it, 
Tone. I was fo tranſ” 
ported with a Deſire of getting the better 
of the wicked Devotee, I did not regard it. 
LI explained my Uneaſineſs with ſuch Re- 
ſolution, as greatly aſtoniſhed my Director. 
He began to talk to me as if I was at Con- 
feſſion, and condemned my Reſentment, 
exhorting me to ſacrifice my ant Spi- 
rit to Heaven, But I would not give _ 
Time to go on. I told emp, + 
had formed: of going to my Mother, 


25 


he took ſo little Notice of my Entreaties, 
and at the ſame Time, gave him to under- 


ftand, 'that nothing in this World ſhould 
ever 


me to live with that Woman, 
who ſeemed to delight in making my Life 
miſerable, and loading me with Chagrin. 
The Abbot, rightly imagined, my Paſ- 
ſion had got the upper Hand, and that 1 
would not hearken to him the Affair 
in Queſtion, According to the Deſigns he 
had upon me, he judged, it would be his 
beſt Method to ſooth, not contradict my 
Humour. Well, it is reſolved Miſs, ſaid 
he, Siſter de Calvaire ſhall be diſcharged this 
very Night, I 
was not for Affairs of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence, which now confines me at. home, I 
| G 3 would 


— 


ive you my Word. If it 


would this Inſtant give you that Satisfaction. 
As for going away to your Mother, I am 
not your Maſter, it is not my Buſineſs to 
contradict any Reſolution of that Sort, and 
1 ſhould be much concerned, was I ſuſpected 


capable of putting you. under any Kind of 


Reſtraint ; I have too great a Regard for 
you ever to let that be the Caſe. I thought 


I had explained myſelf to you before; poſ- 


— 


fibly I forgot it; I intended to tell you, I 


_ ſhould be exceeding ſorry, ever to give you 


any Cauſe to complain. | | 

My Director, for whom I till preſerved 
my Friendſhip, and Eſteem, continued this 
Diſcourſe with ſuch a penſive ſorrowful Air, 
I was alarmed. Can I be ſo unhappy, ſaid I, 


looking timorouſly upon him, to make you 
diſſatisfied with me? If any Expreſſion dropt 


from me while I was. complaining—— No, 
my dear Child, interrupted the Father, tak- 
ing me by the Hand, your Anger was juſt, 


and it was well done to addreſs yourſelf to 


me, to remove the Cauſe. : What I have 
moſt Reaſon to be concerned for, is, my 


giving you this Woman, and to find by the 


Deſign you had formed of removing your- 

ſelf, that your Hate had got the better of 
that Friendſhip which I flattered myſelf I was 
bleſſed with. c. * F 


- Whilſt. che Abbor was continuing this 
Diſcourſe, methought his Eyes ſeemed to 
a y., What my dear Child, go ſo far from 


a Director ; 
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a Director who loves you fo tenderly ? Is it 
poſſible to conceive ſuch a Scheme, and not 
2 the Execution of it would overwhelm 
him with a thouſand Uneaſineſſes. 5 
I was fo ſtruck with this Imagination, - "5 
took Pains to perſuade my Director, it was 
Spite gave Birth to this Project, on which 
Head I diſcourſed ſo agreeably, he recovered 
his good Humour. He promiſed to ſte me 
that- "Evening as ſoon as poſlible, and in the 
mean Time, would recommend a'Girl to 
me I ſhould approve. I made my moſt 
grateful Acknowledgments, and aſſured 
him, his Preſence always diſſipated my Sor- 
rows. 
We were entertaining ourſelves with he 
Things over again, when the Tinkling of 
2 Bell made him-riſe. Whilſt he was with 


his Penitents, his Servants were not permit- . 


ted to enter the Room, and the Bell was to 
give Notice when any one wanted him. 
He bid me ſtay a Moment, and fo ſaying 
left me in the Room, and took the Key in 
his Pocket. When J was alone, I remem- 
| bered the Letter, I found one Day by Ac- 
cident, and I wiſhed, I don't know for what 
Reaſon, that another would fall into my 
Hands. To this Deſire ſucceeded a very | 
ſtrong Inclination to ſatisfy it. I got up 
deſigning to look into a Folio I ſaw on a 
Marble Deſk, but the Sight of a Porte 


Folio ſtopt me; 1 er it, and took out 
8 a Letter 
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a Letter not quite finiſhed. | I judged it to 

- be the Abbot's, which 1 read — all 4 

* tn e of a Penitent, who intereſts her- 

ſelf in her Director's * a TOR: HO: 
than > EO | Nen 


LETTER. 


3 me Madam! I con- 
6 ceive 3 ve Letter your great 
46 Fenerration, and the Delight there is in 
4 dire you. I find, 2 will ſoon 
46 be no further Occaſion for my Lectures. 
ce Nevertheleſs, J hope Vanit will not blind 
"<< your Eyes. I have one re in Re- 
„ ſerve, which ſhall aſſure you for ever that 
Mark of Perfection you * 1 after. 1 
„ am very glad all thoſe Fears, which were 
« founded on Prejudice, are diſſipated, and 
<« that I ſhall have the Honour of Fn Vic- 
<« tory. Agree with me, therefore, that 
nothing can be more charming than to 
4 « think of Futurity without Fear, and to 
4 hearken to its Judgments without any 
« Ky or Inquietude. This, be aſſured, 
< 13 doing a great deal to arrive atthis Point. 
But you = I ſay, ſtill 2 to 
learn. Time is precious Tou n 
* know with Art ay et 


I was extreamly 1 this Ly was not 


Eniſhed, it 3 much, though 
Lcould 
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I could not comprehend the Senſe of it en- 
tirely. However, I judged, it treated of 
ſome ſecret Good, which he woutd endeavour 


to teach how to taſte with Art. I was as 


yet, too ignorant to carry my Ideas any far- . 
ther, and not fo ſimple, but to deſire greatly 
to have this Miſtery cleared up, and to know 
the Efficacy of thoſe Judgments, that were 
to be hearkened to, but above all, if they 
were fo charming as he ſeemed to ſuppoſe 
them. | , bs * | 
I doubt not the Greatneſs of your High- 
neſs's Curioſity to ſee the Key of this Letter. 


| Pleaſe to have a little Patience — I promiſe 


you not to . de — bw w tir ex- 
aining ev ing relating to him. The 
— 1 of this 2 will be a curious 
Anecdote. I love a little Scandal too well, 
to deny myſelf that Pleaſure, eſpecially when 
I -can expoſe People who are in the ſame 
Predicament with my Hipocrite. 
I intended fearching the Porte Folio, 
again, with a ſtrong Opinion I ſhould find 
ſomething more; but behold the Door open- 
ed. You are rid of Siſter de Calvaire, ſaid 
the Abbot, as he was re · entring the Room. 
I had a great Mind to interrupt him, want- 


ing to know by what Accident he had fo 3 


ſoon accompliſhed it; but, continued he, 

hear me a little, I will tell you an admirable 

Stroke of this Woman's. Would you think 

WK? aaa ro. on Purpoſe to 
I 
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inform me you ſpent Part of Yeſterday with 
the Man I ſurprized talking to you on the 
. other Side the Door, and having conſented 
to a Rendezvous he propoſed, was gone this 
Morning to give him the Meeting. This 
Calumny, juſtified by your being here, con- 
vinced me of the Blackneſs of her Character. 
I was therefore determined ſhe ſhould ſtay 
no longer, but ſent her away, without ſuf- 
fering her to make the leaſt Reply; very 
happy, in learning from my own Experience, 
how circumſpect we ought to be, with re- 
. gard to other Peoples Reports. 
This Diſcourſe of my Directors, I ſolemaly 
proteſt, gave me unſpeakable” Pleaſure ; and 
it would have been compleat, had I enjoyed 
the Sight of Siſter de Calvaire's Mortifica- 
tion; though, upon ſecond Thoughts, I 
bleſſed my Stars, I was not at this Interview. 
1 could not have denied Mr. Incognito's Vi- 
fit, which gave me ſo much Inquietude; and 
notwithſtanding there were nothing Criminal 
in it, the Abbot's being ignorant of the 
Matter was ſome Satisfaction. | 
When. I came Home, I met the Neigh- 
bour, who had profeſſed ſo much F riendſhip 
for me the Night before. My Countenance 
was ſo gay, and full of Good - humour on 
this Occaſion, ſhe complemented me upon 


it. Nor could I conceal the Cauſe, of which 


ſhe congratulated me, and offered her Ser- 
MS which I accepted, till the arrival of 
; my 
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my new Servant. This Gentlewoman had 


ſomething very r in her Face, which 
pleaſed me, I believe it is the Look 


of the Eye that generally determines and 


engages us. This we experitzen ok man 


Occaſions. 
Women, when they are 7 tre. alete, have 


generally their own chit-chat —— We had 
ours —— ] learnt, that this good Woman 
was married to a Painter, againſt her Incli- 


nation, who's Name was Severin. Her 


Temper, very amiable and chearful; but 


ſhe ſaid, the Vexation and Trouble ſhe en- 


dured for a long Time, had very much 
altered her. This was all I knew of her the 
_— Viſit. Afterwards, I was better inform- 


ed, and ſhall have Occaſion to mention ber : 


more than once before I conclude. 


Our following Converſation turned upon - 


many indifferent Things, among others, it 


naturally fell upon the Man who had ſo em- 


barraſſed me; which I was not ſorry for, 


becauſe, though I had determined with my- 
ſelf, never to have any-thing more to ſay to 
him, I was deſirous of knowing who he was, 
and to have an Idea of his Character; as we 


lived upon the ſame Stair-caſe, it was proper 


1 ſhould be informed, that I might take | 
freſh Precautions, in Caſe he actually proved 


the dangerous Man I took him to be. 


I could not help laughing at the Relation | 


Magda Severin gave me of this fooliſh Man, 


att, ib Who 


* 
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me as often as conyeniently 


With him. He 
Dreſs, the better to 2 in all public 


| hour” s Converſation, I en 
and continue with me the greateſt Part of 
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who was one of the Actors at the Opera; 
ſhe ſaid, he had ſo extravagant an Opinion 

of his own ſweet Perſon, as to fancy every 
Woman that looked at him to be in Love 
ſpent his whole Income in 


Places; with a Notion that, ſooner or later, 


N he ſhould find ſome rich Heireſs fo enamoured 
with him, as to make his Fortune. His 
+ Head was fiil'd with Love d 


out of 
Operas and Romances, which be never failed 
to diſplay when he met with a Lady to his 
Taſte. If ſhe treated him with Cortempt 
(which was often the Caſe) he nded he 
would ſtab himſelf, and the ſa b 
afſures us, it — — 

I found ſo much Sweetneſs in my Neigh- 
gaged her to dine, 


omiſed to viſit 
could; which 
rejoiced me much ; for I apprehended many 
an idle Hour would hang heavy on my 
Hands, and this honeſt Woman was very 
capable of relieving me very agreeably. 
A few Moments after ſhe was gone, a 
young Woman came, recommended by the 


the Day. At parting, ſhe 


Abbot, who's Countenance pleaſed me. She 
was about twenty Years of Age, tall and 
— ſhap'd, tolerably handſom, and much 
genteeler than Siſter de Calvaire. The ſoft 
pretty Manner of * e W 5 

W 
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which ſhe iſed to make it her principal 
Care to oblige me, and that ſhe ſhould think 
herſelf happy to have it in her Power, was 
very engaging. My Director wrote to me 
the ſame Evening, informing me, he was 
obliged to go into the Country for a Week, 
and would certainly viſit me the Day he re» 
turned. This I thought a long Abſence, 
eee eee, diſtreſſed me greatly. 
He ret the eighth Day in the Evening 
I was too well pleaſed with his many . 
lent Qualities, not to receive him with great 
Joy. The firſt Thing he enquired, was, if 
J hiked the young Woman he had fent, af» 

me ;f I did not, L was her Miſtreſs, 
and might diſcard her directly, and get ano» 
ther to my own Mind. I anſwered, I was 
well fatisfied with her: He congratulated 
me upon it, and declared all the Vows he 
made were for my Happineſs. and Good. 
Such polite and engaging Behaviour, aug» - 
my Friendſhip: for this complaiſant 
Director, and I in return vowed to be ever 
mindful of his Goodneſs, and, to merit the 
Continuance of it, ſhould be my daily Study. 
Theſe Compliments being ended, we paſſed 
into my Chamber. The firſt Thing he took 


Notice of, was, thoſe horrible Bargains:of _ 


Siſter de Cabvaire's, which were careleſsly 
thrown upon my Settee. After the Abbot 

had looked upon them, he ſhrugged up his 
Shoulders, and prayed me to ſend 9 | 


* 
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bim, intending, as he ſaid, to give tbem 
away in Charity; adding, he» would, to 


make me an Amends for the fooliſh Miſtake 


of that ors Servant, order a Perſon of Un-. 


derſtanding to what I wanted, hoping 
by that Means I ſhould be ſupplied with 


what I had Occaſion for to my Satisfaction. 


Wie diſcourſed a little about my Houſe- 
keeping and Furniture; after which, he 


queſtioned me how I employed my Time. 


Lou are Joung, ſaid the Abbot, and can- 
not poſſibly be always at Work, it is neceſ- 


ſary to have ſome Hours for Recreation, and 
—4 is what J have been thinking of. My 
Intention is, not to make your Solitude 
tireſome. Reading will be a fine Amuſe- 
ment, and diſſipate the tedious Hours. If 


you can bring yourſelf to fancy it, you will 


find there is no Pleaſure more agreeable, or 
more ſolid and inſtructive. A Book is a 
delightful Recreation, which may be taken 
up or laid down, as we are in the Humour; 
it a Door for Reflection, and inſtructs 
us how to think. You will meet with Pat - 


terns of Virtue for your Imitation, and learn 


how to avoid thoſe Miſtakes, which Vice 
plunges others into; and by the lively De- 
ſcription of ſuch Examples naturally con · 
ve an Abhorrence and Deteſtation of them, 
and know of what Conſequence it will be 
e mm toe: hom! own nnn "= 
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Convinced from Experience, the Relief 


there is in the Amuſement I now recom- 


mend to my dear Child, continued my Di- 
rector, taking a Book out of his Pocket, I 
believed I ſhould give you a real Pleaſure, 
by chuſing ſuch Sort of Reading as would 
ſuit your Genius, and by intereſting you, 

engage your Attention. This is the Life - 
of a Man, who had a very tender Heart, 
and notwithſtanding his Foibles, merited, 

even in his ow]n Time (and that's ſaying a 
great deal) the higheſt Encomiums. It will . 
inform you, that the holy Friendſhips be- 


tween Perſons of different Sexes are permit- 


ted, and the Delights which two Hearts 
ſtrictly united enjoy. I doubt not you will 
find ſome Parts of it difficult to underſtand; 
take eſpecial Care to remark ſuch, - becauſe 
I ſhall have great Pleaſure in explaining 
whatever you want to know. I had a De- 
ſign in my Head, while the Abbot was talk - 
ing to me, but afraid to put it in Execution. 
The laſt Letter I ſtole a Reading of at his 
Houſe ran in my Mind. I would gladly 
have aſked him ſome Queſtions about that 
Article, which affected me ſo much, with- 


out giving him any Suſpicion for my Inqui». 


ſitiveneſs. This was a very difficult Point, 

but what won't a very ſtrong Deſire bring 
about? X 1 1 1 

What he had been telling of me, with 5 

n 

0 | . 0128 + 
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NMievice was I, as to imagin 
r no other Sort of , but what I felt 
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* was 2 Handle for me to oblige 


1 * ble, to explain what kind of 


They ſay Nature 1 diſemieſes: at a certain | 


Age. That was not my Caſe. — So great a 
e there could be 


ſelf,  - 
rr indifferently Iexpreſic amy Ideas, 
the Abbot. underſtood me perfectly well. 
g we been longer acquainted, my dear 
Child, ſaid he, 1 would this Day explain 
thoſe Myſteries you are ſo inquiſitive about; 
nay, 1 — have gone ſtill farther, and 
have had no Scruple to inſtruct you in that 
charming Art, which tranſports the Soul 
with Pletfure, and is felt much better than 


| 1 but it is too ſoon.” I 


2 be certain (before I unfold this great 
owledge) that you are worthy the Riſk 
I ſhall be obliged 0 expoſe myſeif to. Oh! 


| eee * me to be un- 


grateful, replied I, overjoyed our Conver- 
fation turned upon this Article? How un- 
fortunate am * — to be ſuſpected of making 
a bad Uſe of your Goodneſs? No, my Dear 
Ane, purſued my Director, taking me by 


the Hand, I believe you have an excellent 


0 but 1 cannot help diſtruſting your 
ſcretion. However innocent my Thoughts 
are, a Man of my Character ought never to 
e the leaſt Surmiſe, that he had . 
7 


* 
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ſuſpicious. Views. You riſk nothing with 
wh interrupted. I, impatient of thoſe De- 

s and Doubts he raiſed ; young as I am, 
my how to be ſilent when I ought. Have 
2 Care what you promiſe, replied the Abbot,, 
with a beguiling Look, I am. going to give 
- myſelf up to your Solicitations ; but, re- 


my Compliance, I ſhould find myſelf de- 
ceived, you will not have a more ganges 
Enemy in the-World. - 

I renewed my Aſſurances of abſolute Diſ- 
cretion ; upon which the Abbot roſe, - and 
made the Door faſt. I imagined, by this 
Precaution, what he had to ſay was very 
myſterious, and very intereſting, ſince he 
took ſo much Caution to prevent any one's 
hearing but myſelf. © The Letters came into 
my Mind. I did not doubt, therefore, but 


I was going to learn ſomething relating to 


thoſe Enigmas I could not comprehend, 
This Notion % ms great Joy: and Satiſ- 


As "iy as the Abbot bad ſeated. himſelf 
cloſe to me, he took my Hand, and-regard- 
ing me with a timorous embarraſſed Lock, 
| — — never ſaw before; in a Moment, 
ns pew” — in a Flame, 


. 

to aſk bim the Ress el: ſo 

—— a Change, but he prevented my 
BEG: You * 3 man 

ai 


— 
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member well, you oblige me to it. If after 


My Mouth was 


— 
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©. * aid he, looking ſtedfaſtly upon me, how 


'.. - dear you are to me, and the extreme Con- 


dence I 
fred, we are 


repoſe in you- Know, and be aſ- 


nik' a Puniſhment, ſomerimes more cruel 


- than the Loſs of Life. Judge then, Agnes, 


if T had not Reaſon to conſider, and require 


- your eternal Secreſy. And it muſt be pre- 
ſerved inviolable, for a thouſand Rea ons. 


I am going to do for you, what I never did 


higher. My Imagination went in vain be- 


for am one, and perhaps never may for any 
LIMO OG uin 


other Perſon living. N00 
The more my Director delayed coming 
to the Point I deſired, the more my Impa- 
tience was augmented. The Traitor made 
this pretended Secret of ſuch mighty Con- 
ſequence, only to raiſe my Curioſley the 


fore what he had to tell me. My Inno- 


cence was ſo great, it was impoſſible for me 


to have any Penetration into the Matter. 
Was you not informed, when at Years of 
Diſeretion, ſaid this artful Man at laſt, that 


Sentiments of Honour and Virtue were ne- 


ver to be diſcarded ? Did they not alſe 


teach you, how neceſſary a ſufficient: Stock 


of Modeſty was, to avoid the Men, not to 


whatſoever; their Careſſes and Douceurs ? 


imbibed, 


— 


| forbid to impart any Share of 
our Light; and if we act to the contrary, 


liſten to them, nor ſuffer; on any Occaſion 


You will allow, without my urging it an 
farther, theſe were the firſt Principles you 


neee 
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imbibed, as well as being under an indiſ- 
penſible Obligation never to depart from 
them; for to act otherways, would be a | 
| Means of lofing the Eſteem of all--ood Peo- 
le, and alſo that Honour which 

been ſo highly recommen ka; ar bt 
Beſides the any in this Life, which 
always follows the Loſs of Honour, Reli- 
gion teaches us likewiſe, that there are pre- 
pared for ſuch as ranſgreſs Heavens righ- 
teous Laws, eternal Puniſhments, and no- 
thing but a Confeſſion of the Fault com- 
mitted, together with a ſincere Re f | 
can. ſtop the Sentence pronounced again 
Offenders. © 

Theſe Fundamentals laid down, e 
my Director, making me raiſe my Head, 1 
ſhall proceed to an Explanation of the ſe- 
veral Points. What do you underſtand by 
Honour, by Virtue; by Modeſty, and by 
all thoſe Words which relate to that Being 
called Reaſon ? It is neceſſary to know what 
they mean, to prevent your tranſgreſſing the 
Maxims. How will you avoid the Preci- 
ice, if you are ignorant of che Path which 

sto it. 

The Abbot pauſed awhile for my Anſwer) . 
L hung down my Head, and began to conſi- 
der. This Queſtion * me. T under-- 
ſtood thoſe great Words on ty by their Names. 
But let us e my Director, has 
not * Imagination fixed pb Idea to 137 
f yet? 


. 
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yet ? Endeavour to make me ſome Anſwer, 


andi in order to explain 


12 May. 
Means els. yourſelf more 
3 * your Reflections may have 
I vow to PERL Highneſs, my anxious Per- 
. Plexity, far ſrom diminiſhing by this Diſ. 
courſe, increaſed more and more. I bluſhed 
for Shame at my own Ignorance, and durſt 
not confeſs it. Courage, continued my Di- 


n yourſelf more clearly, 
by ſifting your Heart (if I may 


rector, let me have no falſe Vanity, and ſtill 


leſs Diſſimulation. I cannot enter into any 
Detail, till I have ſearched the Folds of your 
Heart. But to make the Matter eaſier to 
vou, added he, anſwer me this. What did 
vou think, one cettain Day, when M. de St. 
 Prenil, finding you alone in Bed, abſolute- 


came you'to-make'a Reſiſtance ? What Evil 
did you apprehend ? Did you think the Li- 
denn he would have. taken hurtful to your 
Honour, and was it your Honour would not 
ſuffer him to 
| Thi Semen of 2 Abbor deen 
2 to open my Eyes. n to ſee 
clearly, ſaid 1 he 7 8 I felt on that 
| Nuk. Occaſion you now recal to my 
Mind, made me ſenkible , whenever Honour 
was in Danger, that Perplexity 1 then found 
pe Warning of it. . 


allowed the Expreſſion) be enabled __ 
Ys. 


ly attempted to undoe your Waiſtcoat? How | 


— 6. - i. ao 


| in ho right, 


5” SE. As A AS £ 


with. Virtue, . M 


Young Lady of Quality. 141 
continued my Dire&or, That 
tion, with which People 1 in fuch 
Gems are agitated, is a certain P 
noſtic, that the Senſes” are ready to rebel. - 
Whenever the Emotion carries you to that 


Pitch, your Virtue doubtleſs nods. 
define it in a Way 


we are better acquainted 

„ or Honour, no 
Matter which, theſe Words ſignify the fame 
Thing Virtue I fay, is the depriving a 
di orderly petite of a, ſecret Pleaſure, 
which the Warth of a certain Senſe occa- 
ſioned. Every Time that Senſe covets or 
defires the Pleaſure which is natural, and 
you ſtrongly reject it, you perform an Act 
of Modeſty; and when you are arrived to 
fuch a Perfection, as the never hearkening 


to the Allurements of that Senſe, whatever 


Happineſs it may promiſe, you then acquire 
the Reputation of virtuous, and you acquire 


it juſt ly. 


We muſt now proceed, my dear Child, 
to know, continued my Director, if the E. 
fect, which proves the Definition of this 


Modeft A is rightly underſtood. I muſt un- 
derſtand t deal to know that, replied 
1 ingen J have not the leaſt Idea of 


it. So ly. the worſe, faid the Abbot, 


interrupting, and caſting an amorous Glance 


at me. That Ignorance, robs you of an 
effential Merit. How can you be rewarded 


for a good Action you had no Share in ? In 
order 


Let us 


g 


— 


— 
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order to comprehend it better, and come to 
à true N of the Effect in Queſtion, 

let us make a Compariſon. How do you 
know when you've an Inclination to Sleep? 

by a general Heavineſs all over you, is it not 
ſo by an involuntary Stretching and Lawn · 
ing, when your Eyes cloſe whether you will 
or no, with a certain Sweetneſs. Don't you 
judge from theſe Symptoms, Sleep is going 
to ſurprize you, and that Nature wants to 
be repoſed. _ | 
Icomprehendedthis Compariſon wonderful- 
Iy well. But, cry'd I, when Virtue triumphs, 
with what Sort of Emotions are we agitated? 
J am going to explain that, replied the Ab- 
bot, with an Air as if he ſeemed a little 


_ - nonpluſt; by articulating his Words, Syl- 


1yble by Syllable, very lowly. Have you 
never felt, on caſting your Eyes on a very 
handſom Man, a ſecret Pleaſure, and at the 
_ Tame Time a Sortof Uneaſineſs, and ſtrange 
Emotion? I do not. mean by the Word 
Pleaſure, that ſimple Joy which ariſes at the 
Sight of an Acquaintance one likes; but 
that inward Emotion, which relates more 
to the Body than the Soul, and makes the 
Heart bound to a certain e 
nt Jai quoi, that prompts you to a Deſire of 
being alone with that very handſom Man. 
You undoubtedly underſtand me, added the 
Director, fixing his Eyes upon me. No 
indeed, replied I with Concern, I am till 
A unacquainted 


„ © 


Fr 
: 


ſion for you. My Di 


unacquainted with this ſame Effect, there is 
ſo much Perplexity in explaining. I know 
no other Notions diſtinctly, than thoſe of 


Sleep, to be hungry and thirſty, to have an 
Averſion, ſuch as I had for Siſter de Cal - 
vaire; to have an Affection for you and my 
Mother. As to any other Movements, 1 
know nothing of them; and if there are 
any ſuch, which bring Pleaſure, and thoſe 
of my Age are ſuſceptible of them, which 


1 do not doubt, becauſe you tell me there 
are; I find myſelf the moſt unhappy Crea- 


ture in the World in being ſo ignorant, and 
n very unkind. in her 


think Nature has 


Diſpenſations to me. 


In uttering theſe laſt Words, I could bard- 


"I __ 


Time, will to be ſure amuſe your-Highnels. 
A little Patience, if you pleaſe z I have not 
done, but am going to are more Diver- 
or, who was always 
full of Contrivance in examining my ſecret 


Sentiments, judging from my Anſwers,” I 
was perfectly innocent, determined therefore, 
to proceed in his Scheme, and take Advan- 
tage of my Simplicity. You muſt not fan» 
cy, ſaid he, after he had recovered me from 
my Concern, that you are not made like 
other Women. No, my dear Child, added 
he, with a confident Air, I know ſeveral, 


_ "whoſe 


4 
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ly refrain from Tears; I was afflicted in 
good earneſt; and the Abbot was obliged to 
conſole me. My great Simplicity at this 


— r 
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Nature therefore. 1 don't doubt, after two 
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whoſe Notions are not one Jot clearer in this 
Point than yours. No finding Fault with 


or three Leſſons I ſhall give you in Concert 
with them, the whole Myſtery will be un- 
folded to your Satisfaction. G1 0 
I exulted with Tranſport at this Diſcourſe. 
T conceived, that the Eclairciſſment I was 
Promiſed, muſt certainly relate to the Myſ- 
teries in thoſe two Letters about which I had 
ſo often reflected. In this Opinion, what 


* 


-hinders, ſays I, your beginning that ſaluta- 


ry Leſſon this Minute ? With all my Heart, 


faid the Abbot, hugging me in his Arms, 


you are too lovely to be refuſed any Thing. 
How ſhall I be able, moſt amiable Prin- 


_ ceſs, to relate this Scene, without breaking 


through thoſe Rules which Decency always 
require of us? It is a very delicate Step, 
as you ſee. I fear, I ſhall find ſome Diffi- 
culty to get cleverly off, but I advertiſe you 
beforehand, if I once trip, I will proceed 
no farther. Think what you pleaſe of this 
hypocritical Abbot's Raſhneſs, provided you 


do not lay half the Crime to my Charge, 


you may conſtrue Things to your own Mind. 
Very far from thinking this perfidious Di- 
rector had any unreaſonable Views, I was ſo 
rejoiced at his Promiſe, I received the Em- 
brace he gave me, with all le Friend- 
ſhip, and the Return, which perhaps he did 


not expect; helped to baniſh and overcome 


any 


5G C7 wW2e wwe 


Wiſh you to have, * 
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any Remains of Fear or Modeſty. He told 
me, caſting. his Eyes downwards; with a 


hypocritical Baſhfulneſs, he was, in the firſt 


Place, under an indiſpenſible Obligation to 
lay his Hand upon my Heart. I ſuſpected 


no Harm; this propoſal therefore did not 


alarm me ſo much as it ought to have done. 
However, I aſked him how that would 
operate. Various. Ways, cry'd he, advanc: 
ing his Hand. The Beatings of the Heart, 


like the Vibrations of the Pulſe, ſerve to 


give us a Light into the moſt ſecret Moti - 
ons. Beſides, the Warmth. of the Hand 
cauſes an Emotion, . which brings about the 
Execution of our Deſign. _- 

Thus prepoſſeſſed then, I conſented he 
ſhould lay his Hand upon my Heart, but 


there was one Difficulty I did not think of 
at firſt, which made me heſitate a little; and 
that was, I muſt either take off my Hand- 


kerchief, or ſuffer him to put his Hand into 
my Boſom. This Thought made me con- 
ſider. Any Girl that has been well hrought 
up, let her Innocence be hat it will, cannot 
avoid bluſhing on ſuch an Occaſion, . I made 
no Secret of my Confuſion tu my Director; 


at which he ſmiled. I am inchanted, ſaid 


he, thruſting his Hand under my Handker-. 
chief, at your ſhewing ſo much Inquietude, 
it is a ſtrong Symptom, and foretels your 
very ſoon dark. Scl thoſe Notions 1 
give you a Proof, 
e you a Proof 


© 4 


bd 


= 
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which had mounted into my Face, 
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added he, taking my Hand and feeling my 
[> 


; he et Does this Feeling make any Tmpret- 
on 


* No, anſwered I. peine at that 
Queſtion. The Reaſon is this, continued 
he, becauſe the Effects which we want to 
know, haye no Relation to your Hand ; they 
iſt only in the Heart, and that is the Rea- 
on, the meer Idea of touching your's has 
moved you, and oecafions that Trouble you 
attributed to your Education 


"00 This Reaſoni ſeemed to me too deat 


require an Anfwer, I therefore held my 
-ongue, expecting the Effects of all this 
Pains my Prector was taking, to make me 
9777 thoſe Notions I was unhappil ved 
I made no. Reſiſtance while his Hand 

was upon my Heart, but when he had in- 
ſenfibly 3 it, and 1 felt him prelſing 
my Breaſts, . 1 roſe briſkly vp, with a r 
Very 

well, very well, ery'd the Abbot, following 
me, my Leſſon begins to operate; at our 
next, 1 doubt not our Deſires will be com- 
Feu Don't you find it true now ? Did not 
to feel ſomething more than a 


Ho of Oh! Tes, I aſſüte you; 
NT, red euing ing more and more; but 1 
. thee, all never dtremp 


fuch a Remedy 
Ignorance again. So much the worle, 
res the Prieft coldly, Little did I expect 
ch n poling myſelf” as T have 
ain good Reaſons not to 


gi ve 


A K ̃ͤͤ—ͤZT , é TY OO” ͤ ͤ -in!!! Ou, OE, 
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give: Way to your Sollicitations, and: ſhould 
have waued. longer 7 2 might ; have for eſeen, 


that ſuch à young Thing as. you, could not 


the Value af what 1 was willing to do for 
you. But let it ſuffice for the preſent; added 
the Abbot, taking up his Hat, and fo I ſhall 
bid you farewel. After having had ſome 
little Time for Reflection, you may perhaps 
comprehend, that your .being ſo very dear 
to me, occalioned my expoling myſelf to 
what has happened. 

After the Director ha$ſpoke theſe Words, 
in a ſerious reſerved Manner, he made me 
a Bow very coolly, and was going. O 
Goodneſs, how cruel you are! ſaid I, run- 
ning to ſtop him; I did not intend to dil- . 
oblige you; is it poſſible, with your Pene- 
tration, not to know my Heart better. I 
ſee... nothing. but Prejudice. and Infatuation, 
replied he, with an Air more calm, though 
he ſeem'd to be vexed ; you are a revolting 
Penitent, that dares rebel againſt a wile 
Guide, who's Intentions are as pure as they 
are beneficial, and I ought never to ſee you 
more after this. The Lord preſerve me, 
laid I, interrupting him, with Tears in my 
Eyes: If I ſhould be fo unfortunate to be 
abandbned by you, what muſt become of 
me! alas ! I ſhall fall into Deſpair. Pray 
ſit down Sir, added I, taking him by the 


- Hand, I ſhall never be eaſy till I am aſſured 


2 vou 


bly have Diſcernment ehough to know 
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ou will forgive m Imprudence; I ſhall be 
Lead docible 1 373 and give you no 
Cauſe to be angry with me; I ſhall ever think 
you do nothing, but with the moſt ſolid 
Reaſon, and with which it will be proper I 
Would 3 8 880 


- Sad A 
H“ 
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Eud of the ſecond Part. 
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the Anſwer ſhe returned, I mi 
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Don't know, my Princeſs, what Conſe- 

quences theſe Proceedings, joined to my 
fooliſh Confidence, would have produced, 
had not Heaven. taken Compaſſion upon my 
Simplicity, and order'd it ſo, ſomebody. 
knocked at the Door the Moment my Di- 
rectot was going to, purſue his Leſſon. The 
Trouble, with which the Abbot withdrew 
his Hand, augmented that I endeavoured 
to ſurmount. I did not perceive he had 
bolted my Chamber- Door; in going to un- 
bolt it, he took up a Book of Devotions, he 
found lying upon a Commode, and placeu 
himſelf down by me, ſaying, we muſt always 
prevent Peoples thinking, if poſſible, and 
do nothing that may give them Room to 
talk. Theſe Words were hardly out of his 
Mouth, when the Door of my Cloſet open-. 
ed. Maryann (which was the Name of my 
new Servant) came to inform me, a tall 
Footman was ſent by his Maſter, then at the 
Door, to know if I was at home; and 79 

ht expect he 

would be with me inſtantly. — ee 
I could, by the Look. my Director gave 
me, read his Diſcontent and Surprize. He 


2 aſked 


[ 


. — 


this happening hereafter, he wen 


159 The MEMOIRS 


aſked me, with ſome Concern, if I knew 


who this unforeſeen Viſitor was, or if I had 


geo Encouragement to any one. My A. 


ſtoniſnment was ſo apparent, as not to cauſe 


any Suſpicion of Aztifice in my Anſwer, 
which was far from making the Abbot eaſy, 
he ſeemed more and more diſturbed. © His 
firſt Apprehenſion was, that M. de St. Preut 
had diſcovered my Retreat, or that I had 
met ſome one of his Servants in the Streets, 
who had dogged: me Home, and informed 
his Maſter. 'This Suſpicion occaſioned a very 
ſtrict Charge not to mention the Abbot's 


Name, but to declare the Riſque my Virtue 


was in occaſioned my Flight; and after a very 
ſtrong Injunction not to go with M. de St. 
Preuil, let him be ever ſo preſſing; and aſ- 
'.ring me, as ſoon as he Was gone, I ſhould 
be conducted to a Place, where there could 
de no Apprehenſion of any ſuch Event as 
t and hid 


himfelf in my Wardrobe. ++ 
It is eafy to imagine how this Conjecture of 

the Abbot's alarmed me. I knew M. de St. | 
Preuil but too well, and in eaſe it ſhould prove 


4 Viſit from him, as it ſeemed to have the 


Appearance, I could not flatter myſelf with 


any Hopes of getting from him. He was 


a Man, that would not allow of any Excuſe; 


1 reſalved therefore, to prevent all Hazards, 


to, make my Eſcape 78 the Back Door 
of my Clofer, but had not Time. Maryann, 
e Phe returned 


Young Lady, of Quality.” 151 
returned a ſecond Time, followed by a tall 
Gentleman very magnificently drels'd; whom 
1 did not at firſt recollect. After a little 
Pauſe, coming up to me very genteely, he 
faid, I have found you Miſs, and if you knew 
the Pains I have taken, the Stratagems I have 
uſed, you would not take it amiſs of me. I 
thought, for a long Time, M. de St. Preuil 
had withdrawn you from my Sight, and 
that the Uproar he made about your Flight, 
was a Contrivance, concerted between him 
and you, to prevent my coming; to the Know- 
ledge of your Adventure; hut, thank Hea+ 
ven, I now know who I am beholden to. 
Jam not ignorant of the happy Mortal's 
Name, who has deprived us of your charm- 
ing Preſence. My Emiſſaties have done their 
Duty, a8. you lee. LE -can; eaſily gueſs | the 
hypocrite's Project, in recommending this 
Retreat. As ſoon as I got che Information, 
I flew hither to reaſon with you a little about 
it, happy, if 1 am not come too late Know 
then, your Director is a Wreteh, and that 
you ought to drive him from you as a Mon- 
ſter that deſerves the ſevereſt Chaſtiſement. 
[ perceive, by yout Looks, how aſtoniſhed 
you are at what I am ſaying; but, ſince I 
am now entered into a Detail on this Sub- 
ject, I queſtion not, before I have done, you 
will tremble to think of having put ſuch 
Confidence in this Villain, and the Obliga- 
tion that is due to me, for ſnatching you 
. H 4 from 


have I taken ſo much Pains in this Diſcovery, 
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from thoſe ſhocking Misfortunes which were 
1 over your Foe n . 
Let any one judge of my Surprize at 
Confuſion at eh an Incedu den. I I knew 
not What to anſwer, and ſtill leſs how to 
dehave to a Man 1 found ſo determined. 
During this Diſcourſe I durſt not lift up my 
Eyes; but, upon his moving towards me, [ 
could not help looking at him. I then knew 
him- to 'be the Marquis' de Sherling, whom 
J have twice mentioned in theſe Memoirs. 
This brought two Things to my Mind. I 
did not doubt his coming from M. de St. 
Preuil,/ and that it was impoſſible for me to 
avoid falling into his Hands. To this Cha- 
grin was added the Mortification of hearing 
my poor Director abuſed, who was not above 
tour Paces from us, and muſt certainly hear 
this ſine Apology. However, I could not 
at preſent, make any Reflection on what 
was ſaid to his Diſadvantage; I was too 
much diſturbed in my own Mind; in ſhort, 
I was quite ſtupid, my Eyes caſt down, 
entirely Motionleſs, unable to determine ho, 


— 


to act. een nnen 7358 ö 
The Marquis knew the World too well, 
not to give a Gueſs at Part of thoſe Ideas at 
leaſt, which were now riſing in my Mind. 
Aſſure yourſelf, | Miſs, ſaid he, as he was 
conducting me to an Elbow chair, and ſeat- 
ing himſelf by me, I am not come here, nor 


wich 


$8 k 
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with an Intent to diſoblige you, or to diſls . 


turb your Quiet. I ſhall in four Words 
late my Views and Deſigns. From the 
firſt Moment T had the Honour to ſee you, 


I have retained the moſt tender and reſpectful 


Regards 'for you, 'and have ever ſince en- 
deavoured for an Opportunity to aſſure and 
convince you of it, which I thought I was 
ſo fortunate to meet with one Morning; you 
may remember, when the Perſon, whom T 
always imagined to be the Author of your 
Birth, was ſo confounded at my Coming; 
but you know how diſtruſtful he was of me, 
and what a Dupe I was to a Suppolition, 
which the Circumſtances of that Tete adele 
made very improbable. - It is but within 
theſe two Days I am better informed. All 
the Circumſtances of this Knowledge would 
be too tedious to relate; however, it will 
make me very happy, if I may flatter myſelf 
with the Hopes of communicating my Sen- 
timents, and that you will hearken to them. 
That you may have no Reaſon to queſtion 
my being informed, from good Hands, what 
moſt nearly concerns you, let it ſuffice, that 
he who is ſuppoſed to have given you'Day- - 
light, has made me the Confident of all your 
ſecret Hiſtory, aſſuring me at the ſame Time, 
he never ſhould have revealed it, had not 
this Elopement proved your Diſlike of him, 
and he imagined you was engaged in ſome 
, NS {TIE $3 8 1 n * other 
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| ater Intrigue. . 
| from him. 14. 

And in the next Place, it is neceſſary 1 
ſhould inſorm you, how. I came to diſcove 
the Place of = In i of 
all my Edorts, it would have been exceedin 
Gifkcult for me to have ſucceeded, if 2 moſt 
extraordinary Affair had not accidentally 
appened whilſt I was at a certain 1 


h 


by which Means I came to the Happineſs 
abe 


The Day before Yeſterday, the Prefident 
de.... invited me to dine with him, 1 


4 accepted the Party. His Lady, as ſoon as 
Dinner was over, made an Apology, and 
excuſed herſelf for the Obligation ſhe was 
under to leave us, proteſting, ſne had an 
Affair which would not permit her, on any 
Account whatſoever, to ſtay with us longer. 
Her Huſband, 1. che beſt Men in * 
World, who - never laid her under any 
ſtraint in his Life, now exerted his Noche 
rity, being highly . provoked at the Unpo- 
liteneſs of her 8 ſaying, ſhe migbt 
diefer her Buſineſs to another Day; that. he 
was not ſo often at home, to make her weary 
of his Co Madam Prefidente, who 
had never been accuſtomed to Contradiction, 
made ſome ironical Anſwer, and was getting 
up to The Huſband, piqued at the 
Little Regard his Wife paid him before a 
third Perſon, as as the young —_— 
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of her Anſwer. tock her very roughly by 
the Arm, and forced her into her Chair 
again: and ſaid, for this Iime, Madam. 
yon wil be ſo gonad not to depriyvt us of your 
Company. This uouſual Treatment, ex : 
aſperated her ; one Word drew on another, 
till they were both enraged. I interpoled, 
and endeavoured to make Peace, hut ali an 
vain;: How fhall I tell you? A blow (Which 
I could not parry) came like Lightning fram 
the Huſband. The piereing Cries of the 
Wife alarmed all the Servants, I had hard 
ly Time to prevent their ruſhing into the 
Room; and it was highly neceſſary to hide 
ſo. ſhocking a Scene from public Cenlure. 
The Preſident is my Friend. and. I ſhauld 
have been exceeding ſorry, to ſee him made 
_ a Subject af Ridicule ; neither do Limagine 
the malicious World would have ſpared. me 
on this ' unhappy 


hough an innecent- Speftator only, muſt 
have had a Share of the Event. "F tan oy - 
Madam Prefidentt, not withſtanding, con- 

tinued to exclaim, threatning to complain. 
and ſue for a Separation. 1 don't know, 
whether the Huſband diſregarded it, er 
whether my being there ;eacouraged him; I 


Occaſion. Ito be ure. 


could not form any Judgment of the Matter; 


| however, far from endeayouring to appeaſe 
bis Wife, he ſoemed to perſevers in ging 


her freſh-Reaſons a0 petlift in her Sepafatiaon, 


4 which ſhe continued ſo loudly to reaten vi 
© das H 6 him 


Mam 4... change 
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him with; and if I had not ſeized him round 
che Middle, I don't know to what Exceſs 
his Nage might not have cartied him. It 
was towards — before I could make 
them hearken to Reaſon. I obſerved; the 
Preſident had ſome ſecret Cauſe for his Bit- 
terneſs; and in order to bring about an Ac- 
commodation, it would be neceſſary to have 
un Explanation. We are often miſtaken in 
our Prejudices; a falſe Report, an idle Jeſt, 
or doubtful: Words, will produce Quarrels 
and Diſputes z'a meer Trifle, ſometimes, oc- 
cafions Diſcord in the beſt-regulated Fami- 
nes. What made me ſuſpect this might * 

the Caſe here, was, becauſe Madam : 
never gave herſelf any Iſh Airs, ad, 
far from occafioning any Suſpicion for Jea- 
Touſy, every Body, on the contrary, looked 
upon her as a Pattern for the Woman of her 
Neighbourhood. She was alſo eſteemed a 
devout Perſon; I ow at —— N 

to gueſs what could poſſib ovo 
Huſband to ſuch — 25 * * 
1 ſoon after diſcovered, by a Reproach 
of the Prefiden!'s, that — Reſentment was 
not without Foundation. He enquired about 
Letter, wrote to a certain Director, in 
: which there were ſome Expreſſions unbe- 
3 a Penitent. That Reproach, made 
Colour, and ſtruck 
dumb. But, preſently. recovering 
Kee 1 ſhe only reddened becauſe ſhe 
| Was 
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was vext, abſolutely denied ever, writing any 
Letter of that Kind. The Huſband, who 
was ſure of his Fact, darted like Lightnit 
into his Cloſet, and in an inſtant returned 
triumphing, with a Letter in his Hand. 
Madam - Pre/idente, having caſt. her Eyes 
upon her Epiſtle, - diſcovered by her Aſta, 
niſhment_ and Confuſion, which an 
more and more, that her Huſband: had not 
accuſed. her falſely. - The reading of this 
Letter let me into the Secret. You cannot 
imagine how your Director was treated. The 
Preſident, never conducted a Cauſe ſo well in 
his Life; in a Minute, he was Counſel, 
Judge, and Jury. The Abbot was arraign- 
ed, and conyicted of , Hypocriſy and Deceit. 
I don't believe, if he had been preſent, he 
would have dared to appel. 
The Indictment of the .Prefidente, which, 
according to the Sentence of the Court, it 
vas expected would have made an eternal 
Rupture, had an admirable Effect, which 
the Preſident and myſelf never expected. 
Madam de.. after ruminating a Moment, 
threw herſelf into her Huſband's Arms, 
telling him, | ſhe; thanked Heaven for what 
he had done, that it had opened her Eyes 


The Comment he made upon each Sentence 


of the Letter, wrought this Miracle. In 
ſhort, Mifs, not to be too circumſtantial in 

ſatisfying your Curioſity, Madam Preſidente 
was, {0 obliging, as to relate all her Tranſ- 
F 80 2 «Ye actions 
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2 . 
AScbong with'the Direftor, from one End to 


all the chimerical Maxims « of Prejudice and 


| 5 was dil 
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the” other, She told us, the artful Method 
he took to bamſh all her Seruples; but as 


the Whole Hetail would be too tedious to re- 


late, I ſhall only inform you, after he had 
taken Pains to make her comprehend, chat 
the rigid Laws of Religion were ſuſceptible 


| of Töleration, and that the Threats with 


which they terrified timorous Mortals, were 
— invented, to make them Slaves to a 
Pri we he had difcarded. He went on, 
infenfibly, to a Notion, of procuring to her- 
ſelf all the Pleaſures the could enjoy in this 
Life; giving his beloved Penitents to under- 
Trand, i was true Philoſophy to make a 
voluptuous Uſe of them, and to be above 


vile Subordination. 
The Prefident, eobchedwith the Goodneſs 
of his Wife's Behaviour, in giving him this 
frank Relstion, after What had ſo lately 
paſſed,” aſked "x thouſand Pardons for his 
Tath-ang vidlent Conduct. She loved, and 
therefore could eaſily 


Madam d-. ., defired to know how the 
TEetter gauge tofallititober Huſband's Hands. 
The Prefident had fo much Complarſance to 
dell ner a Devotee, called Siſter de Calvaire, 
ave It — * This Woman, Who without 
uſted with the Abbot, 
"Houſe, when a Servant 0 

Madam 


forgive him; Pence | | | 
Was directly concluded, on one Condition. 
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buen 4 . came with this Letter from 
her. Whether it was natural Cutioſity, ot 
fe ealouly of a Preference to her Prejudice, 
Diſter 4 Calvairs opened the Epiſtſe, an 

durſt not deliver it unſealed ; ſhe concealed 
it therefore, and coming to an open Rupture 
with the Abbot afterwards, brought it the 
Prejident, out of Revenge to the Prieſt, to 
make him Repent his IIl- treatment of ber, 


wei the different Uſes he for- 
merly put her to, Which out of Charity 


ought not to be divulged. 


created in Madam de... a; Curiofity to 
ſee her, and engage her if poſſible to diſcloſe 


the Secret ſhe ſo religiouſty preſerved.” The 


Preſident, having recovered his Good: Hd- 
mour upon the Reconciliation, told us, it 


was a very eaſy Matter, for he knew Where 
Siſter de Calvaire lived, and would fend for 


ber. A Footwan was called direQly, when 


we affected to laugh and ener in the 
ſame Manner, as had diſturbed the "Houſe 
before, to prevent the Servants making any 

Sort of Reflections on what had paſſed. We 

all three acted our Parts fo well, the Ad- 
venture was never talked of. 

I need not repeat to you, M Mils, continued 

the Marquis, all Siſter de Caloaire informed 


us about your Director; the was indeed a 
little cautious at firſt, but being once entered, 


& „ I 


1:8; told us a hundred Tricks of this Man's, 


more 


% 


he Pre dent; Hiſtory of this Woman, | 
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| more particular and, more intereſting than 
you can imagine. Among the many ſhe 
recounted, . one of the laſt ſtruck me; it 
reſembled your Adventure ſo much, as it 
related to a Daughter who was run away 
from her F ather, I could not help making 
the A plication; 1 ſaid nothing, bit as ſoon 
as Sitter de Calvaire was gone, I made a 
Pretence of Buſineſs, and Freal took my 
Leave. of the Preſdent and his ady, ad f 
| Joon overtook the Devotee, with whom I 
150 gr Acquaintance, and found it no dif- 
ficult Matter to put her upon your Adven- 
ture; ſhe told me all ſhe knew, and gave 
me ſuch a Deſcription, as did not reſemble 
- you enough to make it certain. But to be 
2 Dexyotee, and to be a bad Woman is ſo 
near akin, her Report made no Impreſſion 
-upon me. 
Nevertheleſs, I muſt own, what ſhe ſaid, 
with regard to your great Compliſance for 
our Director, made me uneaſy after the 
Portrait ſhe had given me, and the Character 
1 have fince heard he has in the World. 
However, that I might depend upon the 
Truth of this Report, I deſired to know, by 
What Means ſhe came acquainted with theſe 
Facts, ſo circumſtantialſy deſcribed. She 
told me, having been the Abbot's Meſſenger 
"for a long Time, ſhe had frequent Oppor- 
tunities o of diſcoyering many Things which 
e to bim, e the -onfidence often 
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repoſed in her; ſome of his Penitents-being 
now and then  diflatisfied with him, while 
others ſuffered themſelves to be his Dupes. 
A ſmall Preſent I made the Devotee, en- 
gaged her in my Intereſt. ' She ſhewed me 
the Houſe of that Perſon whoſe Adventure 
reſembled your's ; but when I came there, 
could not find what I ſought for, and ſo 
<—_— coveted to diſcover ; and I now 

— as much as I flattered myſelf be- 
bee with the Hopes of ſeeing you. Judge, 
Miſs, | how ed ere - was at this TOE: 
pointment. 1 

Siſter de Calvaire, whom: 1 ook ag 
with me in my Chariot, teſtified her Concern 
at my great Uneaſineſs, which I could not 
conceal; and, in order to comfort me, pro- 
miſed to uſe her utmoſt Endeavours, to find 
what I had ſo long been ſearching for in 
vain; and ſhe was as good as her Word. 

She came this Morning, and enquired for 
me, when 1 little expected her. Think how 
tranſported I was, when I heard her ſay, as 
ſhe entered my Room, I have certainly found 
what you have been ſeeking for with ſo much 
Inquietude. I hugged her about the Neck, 
and made her ſenſible of my Acknowledg- 
ment. I deſired her to come along with me 
hither, but ſhe made a very plauſible: Ex- 
cuſe, adviſing me not to think of it until 
the Evening, becauſe I ſhould not, in all 
e meet with you alone, And 

now, 


— 


ſuch ir 


E 


Flood of Tears, cryin 


waming in 


» 
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now, have only to declare, : my exceeding. 


great Joy at finding you again, after fo much 


The Marques 


Aeg d Viſit w 


me into che utmoſt Confternation, and his 


Diſtourſe, no one can think would tran- 
quilze me. And indeed, how many ſhock. 


ing Cireupiliances did it not recal to my 


11 * at once? My Situation was ain 
nom no Words to expreſs it. In the 
mean Time, the Marquis was preſſing hard 
for an Anſwer. But 1 durſt not; the Fear 
of being overheard by my Director, who 
undoubtedly liſtened thug no fmalh Atten- 
tion, made me undetermined : and trembling. 
Marquis inter- 
E Diſadvantage. He tald me, 

apprehe : but: too well the Cauſe of 
my Silence and Diſorder; and that he had 


_ great: Reaſon to fear, che vile Seducer had 
triumphed over what was moſt dear to me. 


Art: bis cruel Reproach, 1 toſe, and let fall 
crying out, in the Tranſ- 
port of my Grief, tliat I had done nothing 
could” make me deſerve to be reviled with 
injurnous: Suſpicions. That I was very 
raiſerable, to be thought capable of being 


Uneafineſs; and to hope, from your ow] n 
NMoutb, that the Motives of my Wo 1M 
: d not offund y OU 11 


— ‚ «·˖¶ 


my Virtue; / befides which, how 

Horrible, to have ſo holy a Man as my Di- 

rector involved; in the ſame Calumny i and 
#02 without 
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without Doubt, Heaven would, ſooner or 
later, puniſh thoſe flanderous Tongues, who 
dare invent ſuch ſcandalous Re and 
blacken a Reputation, that was Pio oft | 
Envy, and all the Shafts of the Wicked. 

Truth, has the Property of being always : 
perſualive- and aeg 
eaſy, beautiful Agnes, ſald he; taking me by 
the Hand, and forcing me to ſit down 'a- 
gain. I am convinced, and it is with Joy, 
I ſtill have the ſame Opinion I always had 
of your Virtue; pardon my unjuſt Suſpi- 
cions. I am ſatisfied you are hat you ought 
to be, but T nevertheleſs muſt perſevere in 
my Opinion, with reſpect to that 1, pon 
who ſecrets you here. Forgive me, 1 
this Afticle, my Sentiments differ fromyour's. 
In the Affairs of the World, I Hare mar 
Experience, ger hb yo Baue mord no- 
has been in no Danger with -chi 
Man, but one Time or * certainly 
hn be known what Hands'you hate been 

And it cannot be expected, Miſs, that 
ie Juſtice will be done to your- Merit. 
You ought not, in Prudence, to heſitate about 
what I propoſe Follow me——1 will be 
your Conductor into a Place of Saſtty, free 
from evil and ſedueing Converſation. Be 
under no Apprehenſion abewe M. de! Se. 
Preuil, ho ought te be (avoided, as well 
ay feared] and' fill lefs/ of GOOD 


Director, 


Malte yourſelf _ 


+ diſhoneſt 


4 


cially, after the Dec 


| ons pro 
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Director, to whom, in the long: run, you 
muſt have fallen a Victim. I will take 
Care: ns: of 3 ever _ 
you,” in you may depend 
ing 2 with the Reſpect you — 
My Mouth wan Open, * to — 


this extrav —— j 99 elpe- 

Love, which 
it; and my n was, to aſſure 
him tively I would not depart from my 
Aſylum, till I went into the Convent. But 


the Abbot prevented me; he was certainly 
afraid I old leave him; and I doubt not, 


thought the Marquis would prevail upon me 


to accept of his Propoſals; and therefore 


darted into the Room at once, to undertake 
his own Cauſe. No, you ſhall not inveigle 


Miſs away, cry'd he, 2 proudly 
towards us] if ſhe ſhould even be ſo impru- 
dent to ſuffer herſelf to be prejudiced, by 


; yon ſcandalous and {arte lay, Diſcourſe, I 


„ however, prevent her going from this 


Place till I think proper. Though a Stran- 


to me, know Sir, whoever you are! 


__ geri 
the wicked Falſities you have ſo maliciouſly 


aſperſed me with, are vile Forgeries, and of 
which-1 ſhall. complain, as meriting the ſe- 
vereſt Chaſtiſement. It is not ſuch evil Diſ- 
7 14 2 and a- 

tines, Atheiſts, or a, vile 


q — 7 that: Can ,blewiſh a Reputation ſo 
r 


m Ham wel known, 
* I Ps, 
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both at Court and in the City. I may, with 


out Vanity, venture to ſay, my Probity and 


Wiſdom: have raiſed me many Friends and 
Protectors. Evil be to thoſe who hall dare 
to calumaniate me! Mine is the Cauſe of the 
Church, of Religion, and of all honeſt 
Men. I expect you will be convinced of 
what I ſay, and will therefore think it con- 
venient, if you pleaſe, to take your Leave. 
I have the Care of Miſs, ſhe receives Ad- 


vice from none but me; ſhe is here waiting 


for an Opportunity to go into the Convent, 


where I am ready to place her. Charity 


for me to acquaint you 


makes it 
with theſe Things, and my Religion obliges 
me to your Outrages. I leave to 
_ Heaven, the terrible Ave of Offences, 


to puniſh the Diſorders and Scandal you have 


occaſioned here, with as much Levity as 
Imprudence. In a Word, I ſhall not ſuffer 
| to take away a Lamb conſecrated to 
Heaven. 

the Government and the Monaſtery; and if 
you dare have Recourſe to Violence to force 


all proper Means to make you repent ſo 
12 a lik ol he 1 
ic ely to t Marquis 

Sherling, . chounhe he would have aſked 


= 


Pardon, or at leaft retired without a Reply. 


She is under the Protection of 
her from me; I here declare, I will employ 


e} amd; which 1 be⸗ 


had | 


| greatly-eroubledobow: this Scene wauld end. 
well, which ever Way: it 


15 W. MEMOIRS: *. 


had hestd the Abbot out very quietiy, and 
With admitable „ e he came up to 
the very, Noſe of him; and ſaid, it is very 
for you I have a Reſpect for your 
Qotb, as well as for this L ody; it is for thoſe 
Nesſons I forbear, or I would teach yon 


0 Pente Reſerve your Advice, and your 


ul vwodiga-Aire, for People leſs: a 
Lad ue all your Rafcabtics/ than 2 


koowyous that's enough you underftanl 


Thus 8 give 4 Reply to your 
declare, if you periũſt in giving 
5 Ef theſe Airs, L „ iramediately fend 
or + Commiltary, into whaſe Eiands 1 ſhall 
66nd; you, and the ſame Inſtant I will 
Sead give an Account of your edifying 


CTConduct, and our Adventure, to thoſe you 


augiu to revere, who ſhall decide our 2 
tel, and treat you with that Juſtice bare de- 


on . i} 1 122 0 L 111 . 1 


"03 This: Lectures was delivered ink mina 


Director, he attempted in vain to ſpeak, his 

Voire faltared and died away in his Throat. 
Ln te your Highneſs, he looked ſo con- 
ſuſed, Fecodemned him in my Heart; and 


it diminiſhed the high Opinion. I hadzof his 


Ctellit, and that id Veneration 1 ima- 
Siechall the World had for him. I was 


I foreſaw very 
dem, 40 be cqualiy embarraBe 


DE how 


Mannen it: quite \confounded my poor 


„ e 


Nun wy of * WAY 16% 
how to behave! J Knew Hor" which Side to 
incline to. Phe Matquis was verpamiable, 
and I Had no Reaſon to his polite 
and obliging Carriage; but then; he made il 
me a Declaration of his Eeve, and that was, 
I. thought, a ſofficient" Cave to fly from 
Hint: 16%: yiſteo T no 12 gere 

Director had given me ſuch a fr 
5 5 of the Men, e | 
kind a Laſs to their Liking, that I tr 
bled, only to think of meeting with the 
Marquis: ; knd this Reflection put me into a | 
very great Agitarion.” On che orhiet Rand, 1 
ſuppoſing the Abbot ſhould, by bis Ele. 
quence, or by his Addreſs,” take me out of 
the Matquis's Hands, I ſhould not de one 
Jot eaſier; the Blow was EY 
Reproaches he defended ſo weakly, g reatl) 
prejudiced me, in · ſo· much, my bote Wi 
Opimen of him was very much leſſenecd — |] 
it. Without having Time to dive info = | 
thoufand Things, I began te entertain ſtrange 
Suſpicions in my Mind, and the Abbots 
Behaviour, far from difipating them, they . 
increaſed every Moment. 
The Conecluſion of a Scene fb perplexiig, 
threw me into the utmoſt Conſternatio 
After my Director had kept Sitenee& for Mme 
Time, he at laſt broke forth, and addreffing 
his Diſeourſe to me, he ſaid, you are a Wit. 
neſs, Miſs, how unjust theſe Strokes are, 
With which my Character has been thus 
n * 15 blackened, 


> 
* FR I W 
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* r 
2 my Conduct to be ſuſpected, 
. ur of mine the leaſt reſem- 
bling what has now been (ad of me, W 
e 

- I Du 
— cleat mel, 


fo praiſe, Ic 


both oy Ane and good In- 
I am 


ed, and that is 
is my Buſineſs therefore to 
pray the Powers above to 
Innocence, and not let it ſuffer 
my In. Our Maxims allo forbid 
you again. That an Air of 

Scandal. has been given to the few Viſits I 
have made here, is a ſufficient Reaſon 1 
ſhould ſuppreſs. them for ever. As to the 
harſh Treatment I have met with from the 
Marquis, added the Abbot, turni 
him, as Iam a good Chriſtian, I forgive it, 
and I beſeech bien, not out of any Regard 
t myſelf, but for the avoiding of Scandal, 
to ſay nothing of this — And it 
is my determined Reſolution, to reſtrain my 
Teal for the future, and never more endan- 


iituation. J 


In finiſhing theſe Words, the Abbot de- 
an Air, I could 


not help being moved, and ſhedding Tears. 
That eternal Farewel, he took, and the Con- 


8 with ſo affecting 


dern A 


557 A * . — 


towards 


U 
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panied with a ſincere Sorrow. What, Miſs! 
weep for that Man, cry'd the Marquis, 
looking at me with Surprize ! Is it poſſible, 
with your Underſtanding, not to compre- 
hend how culpable your Director was, and 
the Riſque your Virtue had ran? I am very 
poſitive, before it is long, you will think 
proper to pay your Acknowledgments. to 
Heaven for your Deliverance. Only con- 
ſider, the Hypocrite durſt not look me in 
the Face, and how the terrible Apprehen- 
ſions he was under, that I ſhould ruin him 


with the World, humbled him, and made 


him begin to ſupplicate. If their can be any 
Doubt about what I advance, with Regard - 
to the Behaviour of this wicked Man, you 
ſhall, if you pleaſe, have convincing Proofs 
of it. I have Siſter de Calvaire at my De- 
votion, ſhe knows him thoroughly. Shall I 
ſend for her? You may be ſatisfied from 
her Mouth of the Facts ſhe has recounted to 
me; and in Truth, they will make your 
Abhorrence of this Deceiver, as great, as 
your Opinion was before good, with reſpect ' 
to his Behaviour and Piety. | 

This Information, was far from confirm- 
ing the Stories I had been told of my un- 
fortunate Director, it rather induced me to 
recal my Prejudice. I knew Sitter dz Cal- 
vaire very well. He quoted her, and I 
doubted every Thing ſhe ſaid. I told him, 


if Siſter de Calvaire was his Author, it was 
I ſuicient 
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ſufficient to prevent my giving Credit-to the 
Accuſations againſt my Director. And, as 
2 Foundation for this Reply, I drew the 
Picture of Siſter de Calvaire, in which I did 
not forget to relate all the vile Tricks ſhe 
had played me, and expreſſed myſelf with 
ſuch Spirit on this Head, I believe, he would 
think it, a very difficult Matter to remove 
the Prejudice I had to her, and that I ſhould 
not ear lend an Ear to any of thoſe 
Stories ſne had related to the Abbot's Diſ⸗ 
advantage. 

The Marquis never once e interrupted me, 
while I was explaining myſelf on this Article, 
but regarded me with an Air, as if he pitied 
my Blindneſs. After I had done ſpeaking, 


be aſked me with great Politeneſs, as well 


as Tenderneſs, if I would be ſo good to an- 
ſwer him a few Queſtions he had to aſk me, 
on my Director's Account; aſſuring me, 
they ſhould decide his Demerits, and that 


he would render him all the Juſtice that was 


due to him. TI found the Propoſal very 
reaſonable, and thought 1 ſhould have ſuch 


an Advantage in. juſtifying my Director, I 
readily conſented. 


| Don- t think Miſs, ſaid the Marquis, after 

recollecting himſelf for a Moment, that I 
have any other Intention by oppoſing my 
Sentiments to your Ideas, but purely for the 
Sake of your Honour and Repoſe. When 


1 ſhall have the ä to be better known 
2-8 


"Young Lady of Quality. 171 
to you, I have the Vanity to think, you will 
be convinced of it. As for myſelf, I have 
no Occaſion to find the Abbor guilty, tis 
entirely for your Service, that Find to 
unmaſk him; it is for your Intereſt, which 
is much dearer to me than my own. Nei- 
ther would I have it imagined, in whatever 
I ſhall advance, I have the leaſt Intention of 
blaming your Conduct. All I N 
henſible, will fall only upon the Ab 
You have done nothing, bur: by the Advice 
of this Man, thinking it your Duty to. 
hearken to him, ſo that he alone will be 
condemned. 

After this Preface, which tickled my little 
Vanity, the Marquis gave me to underſtand, 
my Flight had occafioned a great deal of 

Diſcourſe, as-the Imprudence of delivering 
myſelf up unwarily to a Man, witk whom 
I ought to have no other Connection, but 
that which Religion authoriſes. Can it be 
imagined, added he, if his Views had been 
as pure as he would have them thought, he 
would have ſecreted you in an obſcure A- 
partment, without the Knowledge of any 
one of your Relations, and in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as if you had been a Perſon reſerved 
for ſuch Purpoſes, as Decency condemns, .... 


and Modeſty dares hardly ſuſpect. After 
theſe Conſiderations, he examined into the 
little Regard I had ſhewn for my Mother, 
in i taking ſuch a * Step without informing 
| 2 her, 


* 
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her, and in not conſulting her about ſo im- 
rtant-a Scheme. Have you ever wrote to 
| - ſince leaving her Huſband ?. Does ſhe 
know what is become of you? Was the let- 
ting her know ever mentioned? Have ſuch 
Duties as theſe been omitted? A Director, 
far from being the Means of your omitting 
them, is he not ordained to teach them, and 
make you obſerve them? What did he in- 
tend by bringing you into a Place where no- 
body knew you? And in Caſe you had been 
- obliged, in thoſe delicate Circumſtances, to 
have removed for the Preſervation of that 
Honour, for which you would ſacrifice every 
Thing, who could you addreſs yourſelf to, 
when no one Friend was informed of your 
Situation, all the World, even your Mother, 
was ignorant of the Place of your Aſylum ? 
How came the Abbot not to think of placing 
vou in a Convent, inſtead .of abandoning 
you. to the World, and the Caprice of Ac- 
cidents ? Was not ſuch Conduct ſuſpicious? 
Vught he not to be ſuſpected? What were 
his Views? How came it to paſs you did 
not diſcover them? cer i 
After diſcourſing a little upon theſe Queſ- 
tions en paſſant, the Marquis aſked me, 
with the ſame Politeneſs and Reſpect, upon 
what Subjects our Converſation generally 
turned, when I was alone with my Director. 
This, ſaid he, will decide the Affair. The 
little Experience you have of the WAS. 
a Sn 9 makes 
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makes it impoſſible for you to know Man- 
kind; but if you did, it would be no eaſy 
Matter to unfold the Ideas of ſo ſubtle a 
Perſon as your Director. How many young 
People, ke you, are ruined for want of 
knowing their Danger, and what they are 
expoſed to! What bad Conſequences does 
not ſuch imprudegt Conduct produce? They 
ſee not the Precipice till they are fallen into 
it. Then all Hopes are vain, the Miſchief 
is done, and not to-be'repaired——Probity 
is ſtriking and perſuafive I put a Con- 
fidence in the Marquis at once, and there- 
fore, without giving myſelf the Trouble to 
recollect all that had paſſed between the Ab- 
bot and me, from our firſt Acquaintance, 1 
thought it would be ſufficient to repeat Word 
for Word our laſt Converſation only. I did 
ir ſincerely, without omitting one Circum- 
ſtance in ſo intereſting a Viſit. The Dif- 


ſertation upon the ſecret Movements of the js 


Heart, and the Method of proving its Ef- 
fects, were related in the plaineſt Manner, 
and with the ſtricteſt Truth. I will not 
anſwer for myſelf, amiable Princeſs, if there 
was not ſome little Vanity, in being ſo very 
exact in this Reſpect, I might poſſibly ima - 
gine, it would give him a good Opinion of 
my Sincerity, However it was, I did it 
with the ſame Innocence I retained through. 
my whole Conduct; and believing F ſhould 
not prejudice either myſelf or my Director, 
| I 3 4 I diſcloſed 
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I iſeloſed every Thing very unconcernedly, 
and without the leaſt Impediment. 

In my bringing up, I was inſtructed to 
caſt my Eyes downward, when I was in 
Company with Men, which prevented my 
viewing the great Aſtonifhment the Marquis 
was in at my Diſcourſe. After I had done 
ſpeaking, happening by Chance to look up, 
J perceived very plainly he appeared to be 
buried in a profound Revery. He ſeemed 
afraid to look upon me, like a Perſon ſeized 
with a very ſudden Surprise. He ſighed 
from Time to Time, as if in great Pain, 
without daring to complain. I knew not 
What to think of ſo extraordinary a Caſe, 
never imagining I was the Cauſe of it. But 
1 ſoon found my Miſtake, and that I had 
given more Occaſion than I imagined. 
At length, recovering himſelf, and caſting 
his Eyes upon me, with an Air of Pity, as 
I thought. Can it poſſibly be, Miſs, cry'd 
he, joining both his Hands, and looking 
_ +. earneſtly upon me, after what you have been 
telling me, that you cannot gueſs what I 
have to ſay? O Heavens ! to What a Degree 
have you carried your Innocence? Pardon 
my Freedom. What ! Mill to think this 
unworthy Director an honeſt Man. Do you 
know, it is your Duty to return Thanks to 
Heaven every Day of your Life, for not 
permitting. him to conſummate his criminal 
Schemes? You have been upon er, 


* 


* 
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of Deſtruction; in a few Minutes more, you 
had been loſt: for ever. The Danger was 
the more certain, becauſe your own Inno- 


cence concealed its Approaches from you. 
Good Heaven! that you did not cruſh with 


your Thunder, ſuch an egregious Raſcal ? 


No! I don't believe the ' moſt abandoned 
Libertine could have made Uſe of ſuch 


dangerous -Artifices to. ſeduce a youthful 
Heart. Ves I repeat it again, the Abbot 
is a moſt deteſtable Villain, whoſe Crime 


deſerves to be puniſned with the ſevereſt 


Chaſtiſement. This ſurprizes you, I read 


your Amazement in your Locks; but be 


aſſured, I advance nothing but what is ex- 


actly true, though I can't make you com- 


prehend it perfectly. 


Ĩ)!hbhe leſs I expected ſuch a Remonltrance, 
the more it affected me. But Sir, rephed | 


1, with ſome Emotion, what is there, ſo very 
extraordinary, in the Relation I have made, 


that you draw ſuch terrible Conſequences 
from it? Oh thou beautiful Virgin, inter- 


Tupted the Marquis, how eafily ſhall I make 
you underſtand-it! I ſhould have been more 


explicit, had Inot a greater Reſpect for you 


than your guilty Director. I will venture 
but one Word, and that ſhall be ſufficient 
to make you comprehend me. Whatever 


your Ignorance may be with regard to Diſ- 
ſoluteneſs, pray would you have ſuffered, on 


any Pretence whatſoever, a Man to put his 


14 Hand 
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Hand into your Beſom, if any other beſides 


the Abbot had taken that Liberty; and if 
you had confeſſed it to him, don't you think 
he would have made you ſenſible of the In- 
decency of it ? But, hear me a Word or two 
more. If you ſuſpect that I exaggerate, or 


believe that I am carried away by Paſſion 
and Reſentment, tell your Tale to ſome- 


body elſe, it is a very eaſy Matter. Though 


there are wretches amongſt the Miniſters of 
Religion, impious Men, who abuſe every 
Thing that's ſacred to ſatisfy their Luſt, be 
aſſured, there are nevertheleſs, in Paris, 


many Holy Prieſts, who are as much re- 
verenced as they are known; tis in ſuch 
Perſons you ought to put your Confidence. 
Give yourſelf the Trouble, as ſoon as To- 
morrow comes, if you Judge proper, and 
go to one of this Sort, for Example, to Fa- 
ther R..... . ſo remarkable for his admirable 
Preaching, and ſo ſought after for his Con- 


feſſions; make him, upon the ſacramental 
Stool, a Confeſſion of the ſame Tale you 
told to me, without naming. any Names, not 
only to avoid Scandal, but to prevent any 


Suſpicion. of Partiality ; you will then be 
able to judge the horrid Danger your Ho- 


nour has been expoſed to; and that I have 
ſaid nothing more on this Subject, than what 
is perfectly conformable to the ſtricteſt Ve- 
racitx. 3 6 


 Aﬀer 


After this wholſome Advice, which proved 
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the Dependance I ought to have in his Pro- 


bity, he changed the Diſcourſe, and began 
to talk about my Mother; ſaying, he had 
lately heard from her, and that ſhe was ex- 
ceſſively troubled to know what was become 
of me. He did not conceal from me, how 
bitterly ſhe complained: of my Cruelty, in 
leaving M. de St. Prueil, and not adviſing 
with her, which ſhe thought proved my 
Diſregard of her, attributing it to the too 
great Confidence ſhe had repoſed in me. 
I am not certain, what the Marquis's In- 
tent was in talking about my Mother. But, 
if he deſigned to ſearch my Heart, by making 
me ſenſible of my Cruelty to her, who brought 
me into the World, and my ſhameful For- 
getfulneſs of her, it had the deſired Effect. 
He no ſooner began upon this Subject, but 
I was moved from the very Bottom of my 
Soul; and my Tears, which were ſcarcely 
dried up, began to flow afreſh. The Mar- 
quis, far from endeavouring to comfort me, 
as he had done ſome Minutes before; in 
order to make me relent, now ſaid every 
Thing he could in Favour of ſo tender a Pa- 
rent. He was touched at my Tears, though, 
at the ſame Time, applauded himſelf for 
having occaſioned them 
I was the more ſenſibly affected with what 
the Marquis ſaid to me about Madam de &. 
Preuil, becauſe I knew ſhe always retained | 
"a6 L 1 a Friend-- 
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a Friendſhip for him; and that, in all Pro- 
bability, ſne had complained to him of my 
AIndifference, and want of natural Affection; 
and this Idea, which he put in a very ſtrong 
Light, moved me ſtill more, and made me 


ſee very plainly, not only how blameable 1 
was, but every Thing I ought to reproach 
myſelf withal on that Account. 


The Marquis, perceiving my Sorrow in- 
creaſe Moment, could not bear to be- 
hold me in ſuch Trouble, he therefore tried 
all poſſible Means to give me Relief. Re- 


member, Miſs, upon my firſt coming hither, 
_ Jaid he, I declared my Intention was, not 


to chagrin you. I am extremely concerned 
at your: Affliction. Far from ' abandoning 
-yourſelf to Grief, you ought to rejoice: at 
What has happened to Day. For getting rid 
of a Man, that would have been your Ruin, 
Jooner or later; and for finding another, 
"whoſe Regards are equal to your Merit; and 
-whole future Care will be entirely employed 
For your Happineſs and Benefit. In order 


to attain which, I am perſuaded, it will be 
- thought convenient to attend your loving 


Mother. I will undertake to manage Mat- 


| .ters fo,. it ſhall not appear you have ever 
been wanting in your Duty towards her. If 


this Reſolution is approved of, I will engage 
to make it ſucceed, and to recover your loſt 
Repoſe. I know, Madam de St. Preuil will 


be tranſported to ſee you again, and every 


Thing 


Thing ſhall be diſpoſed in ſuch a Manner, as 
not to have one Word mentioned of what is 


paſt. 5 n 
F This Propoſal, tranquilized me much, 


which I frankly owned to the Marquis. 
There was nothing troubled me, but the 
Thoughts of the Journey; to obviate that 


Difficulty, he told me a Piece of News, 


which ſurprized me, and threw me into freſh 
Doubts. M. de St. Preuil was dangerouſly 
ill, and had diſpatched a Meſſenger to my 
Mother, 'ordering her Return to Paris di- 
rectly. All this was very embarraſſing for 
me. Notwithſtanding the great Deſire I had 


to ſee my Mother, and live with her, I could - 


not think of going to her Houſe. I knew 
M. de St. Preuil but too well. The barely 
giving Occaſion for Scandal, was a ſufficient 
Reaſon with him to allow no Quarter 


He hated Churchmen—lt would be in vaia _ 


to attempt to juſtify my Innocence, as I had 
been ſecreted by the Abbot, the Probability 
was againſt me, and there needed no more. 
to ruin me in his Opinion for ever. 75 


I could not ſufficiently conceal theſe Un- 
eaſineſſes from the Marquis, bo ove a - 
h 


very near Gueſs at what occaſioned them, 


« * 


and made tle of thoſe Advantages f leg him 
galn over me ſo artfully. I therefore made 


no Secret of ſuch Ideas as aroſe in my Mind 
on'this Occaſion ; upon which, he confeſſed, 
he was informed the Secret relating to my 


„„ Birth; 
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Birth; and on that Acgount, had taken fo 
much Pains to find me out, with a View of 
offering me all the Service in his Power, 
fince I had thought proper to take my own - 
Courſe, and live no longer with M. de Sz. 
Preuil. I was prodigiouſly ſurprized when 
he told me this. I aſked him, with great 
Eagerneſs, by what Means. he came to the 
Knowledge of that Secret. No- body could 
think my Mother would intruſt him with 
it. Neither did I believe M. de St. Preuil 
would be guilty of ſuch a Piece of Impru- 
dence. It gave me ſo great a Concern at 
firſt, I was four ſeveral Times on the Point 
of betraying myſelf. Happy for me, the 
Marquis was eager to reply, or I had diſ- 
covered all, and ſhould have upbraided my- 
felf for ic ever after. What he told me of 


 - this Affair made me alittle eaſier, as I found 


he underſtood but Part of my Hiſtory. He 
faw M. de St: Preuil the Evening before, 
who owned to him, that I was only his ſup- 
poſed Daughter; and, as he was in Danger 
of dying, intended to make an authentic 
Jeclaration of it, that his lawful Heirs might 
not be deprived of any Part of his Fortune, 
to which 1 had not a Right to the leaſt 
_ Farthing;. and for which Reaſon' he ſent for 
my Mother. From hence it was natural to 
conclude, there were no Hopes left for me, 
thus deprived of Relations, of Fortune, and 
of all Right or Claim to any. Young as [ 
1 IO 838 | As Was, 
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Was, I could not look upon ſo mortifying a | 
Situation without being ſhocked, hon it 
was not impoſſible, with powerful Friends, 
and good Adviſers, to have theſe Misfor- 
tunes alleviated. But where were mine ? 
and, ſhould I find any ſuch, how unnatural 
would it be to intruſt them with the Secret 
of my Birth, and my Mother's Reputation ? 
Turn which Way I would,. I ſaw nothing 
but Pain and Perplexity ; and what added 
Weight to my Chagrin, was, I knew not 
what Courſe to take, nor who to confide in. 
I ſhould very gladly, if I durſt, have put 
an Affair of ſuch Importance under the 
Conſideration of a Perſon ſo wiſe, and ſo 
underſtanding, as the Marquis appeared to 
be. But, beſides the Shame of owning my 
Condition, and the Scruples I had with re- 
ſpect to my Mother's Reputation, I did not 
know him well enough to intruſt him with 
a Confeſſion of ſo delicate a Nature. How- 
ever, as it was neceſſary to ſay ſomething, 
I defired he would be ſo good not to forget 
my Intereſt when he ſaw M. de St. Preul * 
again; and above all, to contrive me an In- 
2 with my Mother, unknown to any 
daf 1 had a great deal of Reaſon to be 
fatisfied 2 — the obliging Anſwer, he 
made me on this Subject; but his Behaviour 
afterwards, convinced me of his great Ho- 
18 and the Regard he had 18 me. 


Not 


1 
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Not imagining it was fo late till I informed 
him, and that his Viſit was very long; and 
by continuing it, my Reputation might ſuf- 
fer; he immediately roſe up, telling me, 
T was too dear to him, and he reſpected me 
too well, not to obferve the utmoſt Caution 
on this Occaſion. He therefore took his 
Leave, promiſing to ſee me again in two 
Days at fartheſt, and would employ that 
Time in my Service, and prove by it, that 
my Intereſt was dearer to him than his own. 
He was no ſooner gone, but T ſhut myſelf 
into my Cloſet, where I gave a Looſe to a 
thouſand Reflections, each more diſmal than 
the other. I could not, without a Sort of 
Spite mixed with Impatience, recal all thoſe 
ſevere Remarks upon the Abbot's Conduct. 
Whatever Difficulty I found to acknowledge 
his Views, fo criminal as they were repre- 
Hented, I had no Doubt about it, when 1 
reflected on my. laſt Converſation with him. 


J could not bring again to my Imagination 
Without bluſhing, thoſe Liberties he took; 


which, as the Marquis well obſerved, could 
not proceed from any good Motive, either 
in the Director or the Penitent. The more 
T thought upon this Indecency, the more 1 
condemned my on Innocence and Stupidity. 
However ſerious this Affair was, I never- 


ttheleſs ſoon loft Sight of it, and employed 


my Thoughts entirely about thoſe new ones 
the Marquis apprized me of, which 3 
5 +; much 


\ 


\ 
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much more important. My Mother's Re- 

turn alarm'd me; though, to {ay the Truth, 
I believed myſelf excuſable towards her, 


| fince ſhe was the firſt who counſelled me to 


follow implicitly the Abbot's Advice. I 
could not abſolutely juſtify my Forgetfulnefs 
of her, in which I was blameable, as I did 
not inform her of my Departure from M. de 
St. Preuil, I went to a Retirement, without 
_ aſking whither; and, after that, never wrote 
to her, as if I had been independent at my 
Age: Which was ſuch a Want of Conſide- 
ration, as cannot eaſily be juſtified. 
To this Uneaſineſs, which was very rea- 
ſonable, I joined the terrible Idea of that 
mortifying Situation M. de St. Preuil was 
oing to throw me into, by informing all 
the World I was not his Daughter, but a 
ſuppoſed Child. And there did not ſeem 
any Poſſibility of preſerving me from this 
ſnameful Diſgrace. I could think of nothing 
but a Convent for my Protection, and that 
was a ſhocking Choice. | 
I was buried in theſe Sort of Reflections 
as the Clock ſtruck Ten; when my new Maid 
came, and interrupted them, by intreating 
me-to take my Supper, having been with - 
me twice before on the ſame Errand; and 
now, preſſing me in ſo engaging a Manner, 
J could not help complying. Happy for 
me, could ſhe have diſſipated that heavy 
Cloud which weighed me down, for I had 
| given 
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given myſelf up a Prey to Melancholy; and 
© +#here was too much. Reaſon for it, to be di- 
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verted by her Officiouſneſs. 


5. I had not been a Quarter of an Hour at 
Table, before. I roſe from it, and retired 
into my Chamber, becauſe I would not be 


diſturbed in my Meditations. I. pretended 


to want Reſt, ſo undreſſed myſelf, and went 
into Bed. By which Means I got ſhut of 
the aſſiduous Mary Ann; and, = uite 

alone, indul 9 — | 
doned myſel 


'ged my. Melancholy, an 
to Sorrow. 


T lay al about TO o' Clock in the Morn- 
without ever cloſing my Eyes. Nothing 


cdi make me thus wakeful, but the intenſe 
thinking of my unhappy State. Nor was 
this my uſual Cuſtom; on the contrary, my 
Head uſed to be no ſooner on the Pillow, 


but Sleep ſerzed on all my Faculties. How- 


ever, my Ideas and Sighs began to be con- 
fuſed, when I thought I heard the Noiſe of 
4 Door opening very ſoftly, and with great 


Precaution, which rouſed me in a Surprize, 


with Fear and Trembling. As I had heard 
a thouſand Inſtances of People being mur- 
dered in their Beds, I did not in the leaſt 


Queſtion it muſt be a Robber, No Creature 
in the World could be. more fearful than 


myſelf; judge therefore what a Condition 
I muſt be i in, when J found, for certain, the 
Noiſe I heard, was at the Dove of my own 
Ae 1 directly ſuak down in my 


Bed, 


K = = i 
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Bed, and toſſed the Cloaths over my Head. 
J trembled, I held my Breath for Fear of 
being heard; in ſhort, never was poor Mor- 
tal in ſo frighted a Situation. 11 
I liſtened moſt attentively to hear what 
paſſed; and was but too eaſily convinced, 
ſome-body was got into my Room, walking 
on Tip-toes. I gave myſelf up for loſt, and 
invoked Heaven, and all the Saints I could 
recollect, from the Bottom of my Heart. It 
was at this Time I made a Vow to renounce 
Matrimony, and devote myſelf to eternal 
Celibacy, if I ſhould be ſo happy to eſcape 
this mortal Danger. T had no ſooner deter- 
mined on this, but I felt one of my Bed 
Curtains undraw, and a Voice cry, are you 
aſleep ? Now, thinks I, all is over, I am a 
dead Woman to be ſure; and, diſengaging 
myſelf from the Cloaths, fell on my Knees 
by the Side of the Bed, crying out, ſpare 
my Life, and take all I have. Get into your 
Bed again, my dear Child, replied the-ſame 
Voice, I want neither your Life, nor your 
Purſe 3 be aſſured it is your beſt Friend, 
know me for your faithful Director, who is 
come to give you: Proofs of his Attachment. 
Indeed Sir, ſaid I, interrupting: him very 
ſharply, you would have done better, in 
letting it alone, and not put me into ſuch a 
horrible Fright, I think a Viſit at this un- 
ſeaſonable Hour, does not become a Man 
of your Cloth, which obliges me at 5 
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be gone, and never more trouble me with 


your dangerous Company and Advice. 
0 Though theſe Words were ſpoke in an 
angry Tone, I inwardly rejoiced the Ad- 
venture turned out in this Manner; and yet 
I was mortally piqued, that this Man, againſt 


whom I was greatly prejudiced, ſhould be 


the Cauſe of that Terror I had been in. The 


Abbot, having never heard me talk in this 


Stile before, fetched a deep Sigh ; and, 
throwing himſelf into a Chair, cry'd, what 
Miſs! can it poſſibly be you, who talk to 


me in this Manner? What! have you ſuf- 


fered yourſelf to be prejudiced againſt me 
already; pray tell me wherefore? Heaven 
knows, fince Yeſterday, I have not had one 
Moment's Quiet; my Thoughts have been 
entirely employed, how to ſnatch you from 


thoſe Dangers you are going to be precipi- 


tated into. I could not conveniently find 


Time, from my other neceſſary Occupations, 


till now; beſides, it would have been very 
4improper, to run the Hazard of meeting 
here with Men of the World, by whom it 
ſeems I am ſuſpected, you underſtand me. 


The Deſign which brings me now, continued 


the Prieſt, is to conduct you to an Aſylum, 


World, ſafe from the Seducers, and thoſe 
-Evils, which would have been the infallible 


. (Conſequence of your eaſy Diſpoſition. Is 


it not very plain, Miſs, in order to deſtroy 
90 | NS ; you, 


where you will be the happieſt Perſon in the . 
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you, they have endeavoured to ruin that 
Confidence you had in me? For they un- 
doubtedly foreſaw, I ſhould watch inceſſantly 
for your Safety, and not ſuffer my Charge 
to be a Prey to ravenous Wolves. Ah! 
how badly am I rewarded for my Zeal, un- 
grateful, cry'd this perfidious Man, affecting 
a tender Tone! inſtead of increafing that 
Affection you ſo often boaſted of, and the 
Acknowledgments you formerly made, for 
my precious Care, in preſerving your Ho- 
nour from thoſe Demons, who deſigned to 
attack it, and were digging a Pit under your 
Feet. How dare you rebel againſt a tender 
Director? What do I ſay? You, who could 
talk ſo cruelly to him, and treat him, as if 
there was Cauſe for Complaint. You hate 
him already, as if he was your greateſt E- 
I as too much provoked, as well as pre- 
poſſeſſed againſt the Abbot, to be any Ways 
moved with this pathetic Diſcoutſe. In vain 
did he attempt to perſuade me by his Elo-— 
48 J was determined what to do, ſo 
ſtedfaſtly fixed, nothing could ſhake my Re- 
ſolution. Far from returning a favourable 
Anſwer, I very ſeriouſly reiterated my former 
Requeſt, that he would take his Leave, and 
be gone. Having had Time to recover my- 
ſelf, and conſider, I added, he would do 


- 


well to return me thoſe: Effects he had of 


mine, for I was going to my Mother, an 
Pig ſhould 
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ould be very glad to depoſit them in her 
Hands; and he muſt certainly agree, ſhe 
was the propereſt Truſtee. I don't know 
what you mean, reply*d the Abbot coolly, - 
nor what Effects you are aſking about; to 
be ſure they muſt be depoſited with ſome. 
body elſe, and your Fright, undoubtedly 
makes you miſtake the Perſon. By your 
Talk, you would ſeem to inſinuate, as if 
there were ſome-thing due from me. Sure 
enough, if we come to a fair Reckoning, I 
believe the Balance will be found greatly 
on my Side. I don't dream, when I ſay 
every Thing here, and all you have, belongs 
to me. Another Time, I ſhall ſpeak more 
plainly ; and if there ſhould be a Neceſlity 
for it, I am able to prove what I ſay. In 
mort, I have one Word to add, which is 
this. If you are ſo inconſiderate, to give 
yourſelf Airs, and talk big, I muſt inform 
you, Miſs, in. ſpite of your Lover's boaſted 
Power, and the mighty Declaration he made 
To- day in your Favour, whoever deſpiſes a 
Man of my Cloth, he ſhall not eſcape un- 
I vow to your Highneſs, notwithſtanding 
all the Marquis had told me of the Abbot, 


| I never could have imagined him guilty of 


ſuch perfidious Actions. I was both offended 
and terriſied to ſuch a Degree, I could hardly 
think of an Expreſſion to reply. However, P 
J at laſt told him, whatever Cauſe he had 
1 1681 ö | 


given 
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given me to ſuſpect his Levity, it was im- 
poſſible for me to believe he would have de- 
nied the receiving a Charge, which he him- 
ſelf obliged me to intruſt him with; and 
though he ſaid otherwiſe, I did not queſtion, 
but he would return them the next Day; 
that I had no Intention of troubling him, 
that Matters muſt be brought to a very great 
Extremity if Idid. I talked to him in this 
moderate Way, becauſe I reflected the bad 
Conſequences, which might attend the puſn- 
ing Things to an Iſſue, with ſo dangerous a 
Man. : Lg: | 
But the Wretch purſued his own Deſigns, 
and did not trouble his Head about what 1 
ſaid, with regard to his Honeſty. In a Tone 
that would intimidate any unexperienced 
young Perſon, he cry'd, if you are ſo 
thoughtleſs (I don't know if he did not uſe 
a harſher Expreſſion) to meddle any further 
in this Affair, or ever after ſpeak ill of me, 
and it comes to my Knowledge, Fll make 
you repent it the longeſt Day of your Life. 
In Return for the juſt Reproaches I could 
not help making on this Occaſion, and- for 
the Riſque he had expoſed my Innocence to, 
he loaded me with the moſt opprobrious 
Names that could poſſibly mortify me. 0 
Heavens! that a Man could carry his Ma- 
lice to ſo inveterate a Pitch! Would you 
believe it, great Princeſs? He upbraided me 
with my Birth; and aſſured me, if 13 
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him any Sort of Diſturbance, I might depend 
upon his joining with the Heirs of M. de $7. 
Preuil to prove the Ignominy of it. As to 
my Mother, he would make it his Buſineſs 
to give her ſuch an Account of me, I might 
expect to meet with the Reception I deſerved; 
and, in ſhort, he would create me ſo much 
Trouble, I ſhould repent I had ever attempt - 

ed to give him any the longeſt Day I lived. 
Alfter this odious Treatment, which made 
me ſhed a Torrent of Tears, the Scoundrel 
retired. I was too much awake, not to 
judge which Way he introduced himſelf into 
my Chamber. Your Highneſs will be fo 
good to recollect, in the Deſcription I gave 
you of my Apartment, a Back-door I men- 
tioned, which opened upon the Stairs. The 
Abbot, very artfully, reſerved the Key of 
this Door for his own: private Uſe. This 
Thought, which came into my Head as ſoon 


as he was retired, made me riſe to juſtify 


my Opinion. I found every re in its pro- 
per Place, I did not doubt therefore it muſt 
as IL imagined. I was conſidering, for 


We =: ſome Time, What Method I ſhould take to 


prevent a ſecond: Viſit; for ſhould: it come 
into the Director's Head to return again, 
what had I not to fear? The Moment my 
Candle was lighted, I ran to the Door in 
Quveſtion, pretty certain there were Bolts on 
it; but I was miſtaken, they were _ 
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Care of long before; ſo that T found myſelf 
expoſed to a Danger I wanted to prevent. 


However, I thought the Way to | 


avoid being expoſed to freſn Hardſhips from 
this miſchievous Fellow, would be, to call 
up Mary Ann, and oblige her to fit by me 

during the Remainder of the Night. Could 
I have imagined, that this Thought, which 
was a very natural one, in the Situation I 
was in, would have produced new Proofs of 
the Abbot's Vileneſs ? Does your Highneſs 


expect it? No certainly, you cannot poſſibly 


ſuſpect a Man, whoſe Buſineſs it is to preach 
up Virtue, ſhould be a ſhameful Corrupter 
of it. Provoked as I was at him, if I had 


not ſeen, I could not have believed it. 
I was always too indalgent to my Servants, _ 


nor even ever diſobliged them if I could help 
it, which was one of my greateſt Foibles. 


For Fear of waking Mary Ann in a Surprize, 
imagining ſhe was faſt aſleep, I entered her 


Chamber very ſoftly on my Toes. ' But be- 
hold, how amazed! when I. opened the 


Curtains of her Bed. Your Highneſs muſt. 


excuſe my mentioning any further Particy- 
lars. Fou will without Doubt comprehend, 


by my inſtantly retireing, I had beheld too 
much of that Myſtery of Iniquity. In vain 
did my perfidious Director endeavour to 


{kreen himſelf from my Sight; I diſcovered 


him, which he ſuſpected; Any one, but 
he, would have been aſhamed, after ſuch a - 


Scandal, 


of © 
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Scandal, ever to have appeared again: But 
has ſuch a Wretch any Modeſty ? He was 


| r as he had given me ſo many 


rovocations for Complaint, I ſhould not, 
after ſuch a IKſcovery, pare him in the leaſt; 
he therefore tried to intimidate me. The 


Moment after I was returned into my Cham- 


ber again, he followed; and looking upon 
me, with Fury painted in his Eyes, take 


Care, ſaid he, that the Tranſactions of this 
Night never tranſpire. You know me, and 
how capable I am of exerting my Reſent- 
ment to the utmoſt Extremity, if I ſhould 
have any Reaſon to complain of your Indiſ- 
cretion. Do not flatter- yourſelf with the 


leaſt Hopes of Succeſs, with Regard to any 


daring Attempts upon my Reputation ; for 


know, I am protected by the greateſt People 


I& in the Kingdom; and that there is not a 


Woman about-the Court, in high Life, but 
will intereſt herſelf in my Defence. Be wiſe 
therefore, and make a proper Uſe of this 


Advice. | 


The Arrogance and Impudence of the 


Man, after what had. juſt happened, aſto- 


niſhed me to ſuch a Degree, I could not 


open my Lips. Whoever had accidentally 
ſeen us together at this Time, would have 


imagined me the guilty Perſon. This Mon- 
ſter, who undoubtedly thought I was re- 
proaching myſelf in my own Mind for having 
quarrelled with him, came up with a e | 
. BEST - - | | i ir z 


* 


_—_— 


Air; and ſaid, notwithſtanding the Reaſons 
given him to be diſſatisfied with me, he was 
willing to a Reconciliation, on Condition I 
would return to him in good Earneſt z that 
he was naturally well-diſpoſed,. and always 


Yung Lady of Quality. | 
| 
intereſted himſelf (as I knew) in every Thing 7 
| 
| 
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which concerned me; and to give me a freſh . 
Proof of it, would undertake to engage Ma- 
dam de St. Preuil to acknowledge me for 
her Daughter; in ſhort, I need only ſay the 
Word, he was ready to reſtore me his Friend- 
ſhip, and put me into fo happy a Situation, 
I ſhould one Day applaud myſelf, I had on 
his Account facrificed a Man, who would 
perpetuate my Misfortunes, which was all 
that could be expected from him. 
I found myſelf fo full of Indignation at 
his returning a ſecond Time in that wicked 4 
perfidious Manner, I turned my Back upon | 
him; firſt declaring, however, that if he had 
the Aſſurance to ſtay a Moment longer, I 
would raiſe all the Neighbours with my 
Out- cries. This Threat diſſembarraſſed me, 
though he continued, to the very laſt Mo- _ 
ment, threatning me with what he was ca- 
pable of doing. At going away, he double- 
locked my Door, poſſibly to prevent being 
. ſurprized a ſecond Time, or perhaps, for 
ſome other Reaſons I did not trouble my 
Head to fathom. _. 5 
I was haunted with moſt diſmal Reflecti- 
ons, the Moment I found myſelf alone, re- 
(i | K | volving 
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volving in my Mind the many Dangers T 
had eſcaped. This Enquiry made me look 
upon Men as Monſters, capable of ever 
Outrage, imagining they were all like M 
de St. Preuil, and Father Trainaſſeau. The 
many wicked Tricks I recollected of the lat- 
ter, irritated me againſt the whole Sex. 1 
believed them all made after the ſame Mo- 
del. The Marquis himſelf, though ſo honeſt 
a Man in Appearance, might not he coun- 
terfeit? Had I a ſufficient Knowledge of 
the World, to diſtinguiſh the true from the 


_ falſe? Undoubtedly no, and according to 


ol the Marquis de Sherling, brought me back 


my preſent Condition, the beſt Method I 
could take of conducting myſelf, was to be 
always upon my Guard, not to take a ſingle 
Step without mature Deliberation. 
| However, a Reflection I made in Favour - 


to a little Confidence in him, the having ad- 
viſed me to go and conſult Father K.. 
about my preſent Situation, than which 
nothing could give me a more convincing 
Proof of his Honeſty. I knew that cele- 
| brgted Jeſuit by Character, and had often 
heard him talked of; in ſuch Terms, as 
would prevent any Grounds for Suſpicion. 
I imagined, if the Marquis intended to de- 
ceive me, he never would have recommended 
ſo revered a Guide. The. more I thought 
of this Recommendation, the more I per- 
ſuaded myſelf it ought not to be 1 | 
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My Situation was ſo delicate, in every 


Reſpect, it behoved me to get the belt 
Advice I could. The more I conſidered, 


the more I was confirmed in my Deſign. 


1 lay expecting Day-light with great Im- 


atience, that I might repair to the Je- 
fuit's and endeavour to procure a proper 
Relief for my frighted Conſcience, and to 
determine me what Courſe to ſteer. I was 
reſolved not to- continue in my preſent A- 
ments, but could not conclude any Thing 


on that Head, till I learned from the Mar- 


quis if my Mother was returned, or if he 


had contrived me a Conference with her, as 


he gave me Hopes: : 

I continued thinking in this Manner, till 
Day appear'd, when 1 roſe and went — 3 3 
to the Window, intending to deſire the firſt 


Perſon I ſaw, to ſend me a Lock - ſmith to 


open my Door, ſuſpecting after what had 


paſſed, that Mary Ann was eloped, and I left 


alone in the Lodging. But hearing ſome- 
body knock very hard at the Street Door, 
made me directly fancy it might be a Meſ- 
ſenger from the Abbot, who very probably 
had taken Time ſeriouſly to reflect on his 
own Behaviour, as well as the Marquis de 
Sberling's Menaces, which were of too much 
Conſequence to be diſregarded ; and theſe 
Conjectures proved true, for I preſently 

heard, firſt my Anti-chamber, and then my 


ſent 


G 
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| Tent back by this Meſſenger, who at the 


fame Time delivered me a Letter, in which 
T found the following Words, 
LETTER. 
your late Behaviour, Miſs, you 
: ſeem ſo prejudiced, and ſo bitter a 
5 gainſt me, I thought it would be very 
« improper to bring myſelf, you know 
„ what. And on the other hand, 1 believe 
you would think it very imprudent to 
intruſt them with a Stranger. To obviate 


« all which, give yourſel the Trouble to 
t come to me this Morning, You 


«« poſſibly be of Opinion too, after the Dil-' 


„ putes. we have had, that I ought not to 
„ ſee you any more than this once. Don't 
& be under any 2 of my up- 
40 braiding you; my only Aim is, the being 
in a Condition to n 
14 M each other.“ 


% P. &. In all Probability. you will not 
{© continue in your Lodgings; I deſire there- 
« fore you would bring me the Keys of 
them. In Caſe you have made any ſalu- 
c tary Reflections, I am willing to do you 
one more, and the laſt good Office, and 
* that is, the recommending you to a Con- 


e vent in high Repute, where you will meet 


with a ** kind 2 on my Ac- 
33 count; 


a 
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* count; there they wi po 13 an 
* Idea of your old Buectors you will fink 
much more reaſonable, than that you 
« have a little too inconſiderately adopted. 


My Experience of the Abbot's artful Con- 
trivances, prevented my being cajoled by, 
him now. I plainly difcovered his Bias 
lation, by the Contrivance of this Letter 
for, in the firſt Place, he denied I had ever 
depoſited any Thing in his Hands; and 
afterwards pretended to make Reſtitution at 
his own Houſe ; which could be no other 
than a Pretence to decoy me thither, in order 
to my being confined, or ſent to fore ob- 
ſcure Place, with ſuch-a Recommendation, 
as never more to find a Friend to protect 
me. This Opinion was fo ſtrongly imprinted 
in my. Mind, I choſe rather to riſque the 
loling my Jewels, than attempt to recover 
them at ſo great a Hazard. However, 1 
ſeat him an Anſwer in the following Lines, 
becauſe I would not have to reproach myſelf 
vith an Omiſſion of that Sort e | 


BILLET. 


f OTHING can hinder, Sir, your 
6 bringing me thoſe Effects you have 
« of mine. I ſhall wait at Home all Day 
« for them. But if they are not brought 
« tome, as JI | 


: 
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4 difparched the Meſſenger with this Bil- 
bet; abſolutely purpoſing to wait for the Ab- 
bot. But, becauſe I durſt not truſt myſelf 
3 with him, 1 ſent to deſire Madam 
Severin's Company, to ſpend the Day with 


me; ſhe readily accepted the Invitation, and 


, came to me diretly. As I had eat but a 
- meer Trifle the Day before, I ſent for three 
or four Petits:Patcs, with which, and fome 
other little Things I had in the Houſe, we 
fat down and made a comfortable Repaſt, 
with a very good Appetite. My Neighbour, 
as I have hinted before, was one of the beſt- 
natured Women in the World, and did not 


contribute a little by her innocent Sallies to 


diſſipate my Sadneſs; which, together with 
two or three Glaſſes of ſome pretty ſmall 
white Wine, my Tranquility was reſtored; 
after this, I inſenſibly cloſed my Eyes, not 
having ſlept a Wink the whole Night before; 
but my complaiſant Neighbour ſaid, I ought 
to be more at my Eaſe, and perſuaded me 
to go into Bed, Me not to ſtir a Mo- 
ment from me. | 
Upon this Aſſurance, I abandoned myſelf 
to ſoft Repofe. In my Life, I never ſlept 
ſo ſweetly. It was near Six o'Clock before 
I awoke. Madam Severin had followed my 
Example, and ſlept in an Eafſy-chair by my 
' Bed-ſide.. We were laughing about our 
Debauch, when ſome-body knocked at the 
Door. I _ „ to my Nen 
. wag 
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who was getting up, not to open it, till! 
was ready, Being of Opinion, it could be 
no-body but the Abbot, whom I would by 
no Means ſuffer in my Chamber before L 
was dreſſed. As ſoon as I was in a Condi-. 
tion to appear, Madam Severin opened the 
Door, when a tall Man in Black appeared, 
aſking for Miſs Agnes, without any other 
Denomination. Upon which I advanced 

towards him, ſay ing, I am the Perſon. This 
Man then took out of his Pocket a Parcel 
ſealed up, telling me, the Abbot Trainaſſeau 
had charged him to deliver jt into my own 
Hands, and take a Receipt according to the 
Form he had ſent. For fear of acting im- 


 prudently, I ſat me down to examine the 
2 . I found, upon opening it, a little 


Box, in which were ſome Jewels, with a 
Billet as follows. "Fare hgh, 


BILLET: 


”7 ER E are the Jewels in Queſtion, =Y 


6 which I ſend by a ſafe Hand, ſince 
% you. would not take the Trouble to fetch 
« them yourſelf. You will ſend a Receipt 


* according to the under - written Form.” 


By che luckieſt Chance in the World, it 


happened, Madam Severin, being the Daugh- _ 

ter of a, Jeweller, whilſt I was writing che 

Receipt, according to the Form my 8 ve 
+... 7 * 
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had dictated himſelf, ſhe was looking over 
the Diamonds. When TI went to deliver the 
Acquittance to the Bearer, ſhe ſtopt my 
Hand. Forbear, ſaid ſhe, pray let me whit 
per a Word in your Ear, Surprized at, 
this, I leaned towards her to hear what ſhe 


had to ſay. I give you Warning, ſaid ſhe, 


_ theſe Stones are all falſe. Falſe! replied I, 
with Aſtoniſhment, it cannot be, they coſt 


a "above twenty thouſand Livers. Take Care 
- What you are doing, continued my Neigh- 


bour, ſo many have paſſed through my 
Hands, I ought' to know. And upon this 
Occaſion it was ſhe told me of her being a 


_ Goldfſmith's Daughter, and her Father mer- 
chandiſing in Diamonds, ſhe was brought 


up with a Knowledge of them, and pretended 
to as much Skill as the moſt celebrated 
Jeweller. 5 
This was too much not to make an Im- 
preſſion upon me; nevertheleſs, I could 


hardly imagine any Man, who had a Repu- 


tation to loſe, could be guilty of fuch a Piece 
of Raguery. Without a more ere 
en 


to derermine any Thing. I defred 
Severin to ſend her ntice to call a 


Coach, in order to be better ſatisfied about 
- theſe Stones, by 
noted Jewellers. Whatever Precautions we 


getting the 


Opinion of ſome 


took dot to be underſtood dy the tall Man 


lr 


dam 


7 
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he learnt, / or ſome ways gueſſed at Part of 
our Project. I perceive, ſaid he, you are 


not yet ready to diſpatch me; tell me when 


you ſhall, and 1480 Wm: 2 Affair 
I have upon my I and call again. 
5 Without gueſſing his Reaſons, hs leaving 
us did not diſpleaſe me, for his Preſence 
put us under a Sort of Reſtraint. I bid him 
come again at Eight o'Clock, it being now. 
about half an Hour after Six, and I was in 
Hopes we ſhould have Time to do our Bu- 
ſineſs before he returned. NL 
As ſoon as he was gone, my Neighbour 
adviſed me, after we had proved the Falſe- 
nels of the Diamonds, to. go directly to a 
Commiſſary, and make my Complaint. For 
fear of giving her a greater Inſight into my 
Affairs than I was willing ſhe ſhould have, 
I told her, I knew a better Method of doing 
myſelf _ Juſtice, and that I only wanted to 
be ſatisfied in the Expedient we had agreed 
upon. Mrs. Severin was one of the moſt 
agreeable Perſons that could be, but very 
curious, and had ſeveral Times attempted 
to ſift me. She ſaw me a young Creature, 
independent at ſeventeen Years of Age, and 
judged, by my Jewels and my Cloaths, I 
was no common Perſon. She, at firſt, fancied 
1 was one of thoſe honeſt Girls, who, with- 
out Noiſe and Attendance, manage their 
little Concerns, privately. To give me a. 
Confidence in her, ſhe. had hiated ſeveral 
| K 5 II 
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Times in ſuch a Manner as to make me un- 
derſtand, if I was in that Way, ſhe ſhould 
not have leſs Conſideration for me. As ſhe 
was not in very good Circumſtances, it is | 
ible ſhe would not have been ſorry, if 
I had been a Practitioner that Way, to have 


made her my Confident. 


me. Their being falſe, did not, (as ſhe has 


- 


* 


% 
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The Sight of my Jewels, which ſhe thought 
were genuine, before ſhe examined them, 
determined her, I doubt not, to intrigue for 


told me ſince) alter her Sentiments. She 
believed at firſt; they were deſigned for a 
Bait, and given with a View relative to what 
the then thought my Occupation ; for which 
Reaſon, ſhe took ſo much Pains to undeceive 
me. As no ſuch Notion ever entered into 
my Head, I only ſuſpected her of too much 
Curioſity, which put me upon my Guard 
when I converſed with her; perhaps, if I 
had ſuſpected her, I might have laid myſelf 
more open, by endeavouring to rectify her 
Miſtake. 4 \ 

We were each of us taken up with our 
own Ideas, which I dare ſay were very dif- 
terent, when ſome-body knocked, and a 


Coach ſtopping at the ſame Time, we ima- 
gined it was that I had ordered, and got up 
"directly to go. But when I opened the 
Door, and ſaw the Abbot, followed by his 
Mefſenger, what could I gueſs! Had I been 

alone, 1 ſhould have ſcreamed aloud, unable 


to 


ung Lach 7 Aeg 203 
to contain myſelf, and probably ſaid ſome- 
thing that might have betray'd me. I his 
Thought withheld me. received the 
Prieſt civilly, and yet very coolly. I ob- 
ſerved, in paſſing by, he caſt his Eye upon 
my Neighbour, pc, Jooked earneſtly at her, 
as if he wanted to diſcover who ſhe was, 
that he might rake his Meaſures accordingly. 
He was no ſooner in my Chamber, bur he 
ſeated himſelf in an Elbow-chair, puffing 
and blowing, and wiping his Face, as People 
do when they are heated and out of Breath. 
I made Signs for Mrs. Severin to fit near 
me, which ſhe did, and looked firangely 
ſurprized, like a Perſon that wants to dive 
into ſome mighty Secret they cannot. com- 
prehend. 

As for the tall. Man in Black, he. was 
ſeated upon a Cricket a little below his 
Maſter. 

When.the Abbot had recovered his enk, 
he addreſſed himſelf to me, in a Tone very 
loft and compoſed. I am come to wait upon 
you, Miſs, in order to be ſatisfied in a Piece 
of News, which has ſurprized, as well as: 
very much ſhocked me. This Perſon, know- 
ing I was at a Houle in the Neighbourhood, 
came and informed me, you. ſuſpected the 
Jewels I gave him in Charge to return, were 
counterfeit, and that you was going forth 
with Madam there, undoubtedly, to be bet- 
ter ſatisfied. I judged the Affair of too 

| | K 6 | much 
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much Importance to defer an Eclairciſſement. 
If the Diamonds are falſe, it behoves me to 
take a proper Courſe immedlately. I in- 
truſted them, with a Man of my Acquain- 
tance, in whom I have always found the 
ſtricteſt Probity. He is one of our richeſt 
Merchants, who, happening to ſee theſe 
Jewels at my Houſe, and thinking them 
extraordinary curious, ſhould be obliged to 
me, he faid, if I would intruſt them with 
him, for a Pattern, having received Orders 
from a German Princeſs, for ſomething of 


that Sort. I had no Reaſon to ſuſpect him; 


however, as it is an Affair of Conſequence, 
and that we may not proceed lightly in it, 
with your Approbation, we will go together 
to whatever = you pleaſe, and after 


we have examined Matters properly, I ſhall 
Proceed accordingly. | 


As nothing could be objected to fo fair a 
Propoſal, I did not care to enter into any 
farther Detail. This I thought the mo 


propable Way to determine the Certainty of 
thoſe valuable Effects of mine, without ex- 


citing any one's Curiolity, Mrs. Severin 
was very ready in obſerving to me, that 
Monſ. L Ab could do nothing better. 
During this Diſcourſe, he got up, and aſked 
me for the Jewels. Then taking them in 
his Hand, and looking lightly over them, I 


don't underſtand them well enough to be a 
Judge, ſaid he. I have examined them very 


carefully; 


Na La of Welty. 
earefullyz and will anſwer for their being 
falſe, anſwered my Neighbour. The Di- | 
rector again to this Declaration, and 
ſaid, he had known the moſt ſkilful miſtaken 
in the like Caſe. Mrs. Severin, who loved _ 
to talk, took this Opportunity to brag of 
he? Knowledge, and Taſte, telling the Ab- 
bot, what ſhe belots weine $0 men 
ſan 


e Subject. 

Whilft ſhe was difplaying * Skill, 1 
happened to caſt an Eye upon my. old Bi- 
rector. I vow to your Highneſs, I was fo © 
ſimple as to ity him; I ſaw ſuch a Load of 
Chagrin ſo ſtrongly expreſſed in his Eyes, 
nay, I could not help being moved, he 
ſeemed ſo overwhelmed with Sorrow. If he 
had had the ſame Command of himſelf, and 


fore, I doubt, thro' the fooliſh Honeſty of 
my Heart, I might have been reconciled 
to him again. That Air of Candour and 
Simplicity which appeared in his Counte- 
nance, during the Adventure I am now de- 
ſcribing, would have impoſed on a better 
Underſtanding than mine. 
After the Abbot's looking ligbely over 
the Jewels, he put them up, adviſing us to 
go before the Shops were ſhut. When we 
were in'the Coach, Mrs. Severin, obſerving 
he carried the Box in his Hand, - ſaid, he 
had better put them in his Pocket, for fear 
of Accidents, He anfw — they were e 
er 


behaved with more Difcretion the Night be- : = 
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| afer in that Manner, for his Pockets, like 
a a ſtrong Box, would be firſt ſearched. | 


— 


As we were going along, he deſired Mrs, 
Severin would direct the Coachman what 


Jeweller's to ſtop at, upon a Preſumption 
'ſhe was beſt acquainted with the moſt noted. 
She accordingly named three. As we were 
entering the firſt Shop, he delivered ghe 


Box into my Hands. In ſhort, upon 


mination, the Diamonds did not only prove 


genuine, but the fineſt in the World, and 


every Lapidary was of the ſame Opinion. 


I returned home much piqued for innocently 
making a Man uneaſy, whom, I maſt own, 


might juſtly be accuſed of Diſſoluteneſs, and 


5 mould acknowledge the Recept of my Jewels. 


yet ought not to have been ſuſpected for. a 


Cheat, on ſuch ſlight Grounds. 


He brought us back, and it was proper I 


As the Acquittance was ready, I did not 


ſuffer him to wait a Moment, but gave it 
him. He made a profound Reverence, and 
retired without ſaying one Word. Mrs. Se- 
verin having boaſted ſo much of her Skill, 


was greatly confounded at the Lapidary!s 


contradicting her before us; and being very 
much at a Loſs how to extricate herſelt, pre- 
. tended, ſhe had been abſent ſo long from 
Home, it was neceſſary to look after her 

Family. I made her promiſe, when ſhe had 
ſeen every Thing in Order, to return and 
ſup with me. Though my Fears were much 
Word: | | | abated, 


NSN 


what had juſt happened, and I was better 
fatisfied of his Honeſty, nevertheleſs I eould 


not help trembling at the Thoughts of be- 


ing alone, which was the Reaſon of my uſing 
very preſſing Inſtances to Mrs. Severin. It 
may be, on another Occaſion, I ſhould not 
have given her an Opportunity to refuſe me, 


as ſhe did ſeveral Times, probably, to make 


me value her the more. I was no ſooner 
alone, but J carefully faſtened all my Bolts; 
J forgot to tell you, in the Morning 1 ſent 
for a Lock-ſmith, and had ſome immediate- 
ly ſet on. More eaſy on this Account, I 
opened the Box where my Jewels were in a 
Paper, and locked them up with my Money 
in a Caſket I had bought on purpoſe, for 
the more eaſy tranſporting them, in Caſe'of 
Need *- 5-6 n 


During the Remainder of the Evening, = 


nothing paſſed worth dr; 4 Mrs. Se- 
verin, according to her Promiſe, came and 
ſupped with me, and brought one of her 
Daughters in her Hand. She ſoon got the 
better of that little Diſgrace ſhe had ſuffered, 
and recovered her Good-humour again, re- 
newing all her former Proteſtations. In all 
Probability, -the Sight of my Jewels aug- 
mented her Zeal, and gave her an high 
Opinion of my Riches. Having accidentally 


mentioned my Uneaſineſs at the Thoughts 


of being left alone, ſhe. offered to lie in my 
| { | | Chamber, 
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abated, with regard to my old Director, fince 


7. "_ 
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Chamber; and tho' 1 


Mattraſs to lay 
been indigent, ſnould 
with ſo much Complaiſance? Behold what 
Life is; none are W in bappy 
_ Circumſtances. 

It was no ſooner Day, e The 
Marquis de Sherling's Advice to viſit Father 
R..... was freſh in my Memory. I would 
have gone the Night before, only for the 
Affair of my Jewels, which 1 had at Heart. 
I expected to obtain great Knowledge from 
the Conference I propoſed to have with this 
Director, who was * as wiſe as he 
was enlightened; and that I might be di- 
rected with greater Certainty, was deter- 
mined to conceal nothing from him. As 
ſoon as I had dreſſed my 1 aha Mrs. 
- Severin to accompany me, which ſhe readil 
- conſented to. I thought it would be adviſe. 


able not to conceal it from her. Much ſur- 


Prized at this Confidence, ſhe told me, I was 
very devout at my Age; for her own Part, 
ſhe acknowledged herſelf greatly deficient, 
We diſcourſed in this Manner till we arrived 


at the Jeſuit's College. I had never been 


there before, and did not well know what 
Method -I ſhould 'take to find the Prieſt I 
wanted. It was ſo early nobody was in the 
„ ee and until VR one of the Houſe 
appeared, 


3 preſſed her to 

4Þ Fart of my Bed, ſhe 12d the Confideratin 
nat to incommode me, and fetched down a 
upon my Couch. Had I 
ve been treated 
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appeared, I kneeled down in a Confeſſional, 
where I recollected myſelf, and conſidered 
in what Manner I ſhould accoſt my new Di- 
rector, who ſeemed pointed out to me by 
Providence. However prudent my Pro- 
ceedings were, that did not prevent my feel- 
ing a very great Anxiety. 1 
Il waited above half an Hour without ſee- 
ing any one I could ſpeak to, and was afraid 
3 of tiring Mrs. Severin's Patience, which 
made me advance towards the Grate of the 
Sanctuary, having obſerved a young Jeſuit 
juſt go in; but I was hardly moved from 
my Place, when a Lad in a plain Dreſs com- 
ing up to me, aſked if I wanted any one of 
the College. Being ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed he 
was one of the Boys belonging to the Sa- 
_ eriſty, I deſired to ſpeak with Father K. 
at his Confeſſional. He aſſured me he would 
directly ſeek for him, and bring me an An- 
ſwer immediately. N 
He returned punctually at the End of the 
Miferere, and told me, the Confeſſor I en- 
quited ſor was gone into the City, and would 
not return till Six in the Evening. He added, 
if I intended coming again at that Time, 
he would take Care to inform him, that I 
might not be diſappointed. SRL | 
All this appeared ſo natural, I promiſed - 
to be at his Confeſſional without fail by Six 
o'Clock, where 1 ſhould wait for him. 1 
then went and joined my Neighbour, ”_ 


** 
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made her acquainted with the Obligation 1 
was under to come again in the Evening. 


She aſſured me no Buſineſs ſhould prevent 


her accompanying me, to ſhew her Attach- 
ment. 


Song out of the Church, I thought I eſ- 


pied the Abbot Trainaſſeau. in a Coach, 


which ſtopped at the Corner of the Street. 
This Apprehenſion brought the Colour into 
my Face. However, I recovered myſelf, 


with an Opinion that this Meeting was acci- 


e or that this Man had made ſo ſtrong 

an Impreſſion upon my Imagination, I might 

take 2 

KReſemblance. | 
Mrs. Severin was too artful and cunning 

not to obſerve the Agitation this Accident 


had thrown me into. She aſked me divers 
Queſtions, pretending, ſhe intereſted herſelf 
greatly in.every Thing which. concerned me. 


But I kept myſelf upon the Reſerve, as 1 
bad done before. The ſtrange Tranſactions 
which ſo lately paſſed, between my Director 
and me, made me diſtruſtful ; and it was 
become a Maxim with me, never to truſt any 
one I did not perfectly know. The Exam- 
ple of my Mother ever riſing in my Mind 
could not eaſily be effaced. 15 
It was hadly half an Hour after Five 
when we got into the Coach. Some Rain 
had fallen, and the Days were grown ſhort, 
being now the latter End of e 


omebody elſe for him, becauſe of tho 
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that Night came on before we could get 
to the Church. It was lighted. only with 
one Lamp, and two Wax-Candles, which 
burnt before the Cuſtodia. The Confeſſional, 

which was ſhewn me for Father R.:. . , 
was at ſome Diſtance from the high Altar, 
and conſequently very obſcure. The Mo- 
ment after I had placed myſelf, I felt ſome- 
body pull me by the Sleeve. Turning about 
very quickly, I perceived a Man, who pray*'d 
me to tell him, if I was the Perſon that 
came in the Morning to enquire for father 
R..... My Anſwer having ſatisfied him 
I was, he promiſed I ſhould not wait long; 
the Father would be at his Confeſſional in a 
Miautree Ne e ee 
I I thanked Heaven Things turned out ſo 
favourably, and promiſed myſelf great Be- 
nefit from ſo happy an Opportunity. | 
The Moment I began to ſay my Prayers, 
I heard the Confeſſional entered, and pre- 
ſently after the Lattice opened, I was aſked, 
if I was the Perſon who had been there in 
the Morning. Yes, reverend Father, replied 
I, with ſome Emotion, your Reputation has 
brought me to you. I am a young Perſon, 
left to myſelf, and ſtand in Need of ſolid 
Counſel. I humbly beg you will have Com- 
paſſion upon my Innocence, and guide me 
thro? the fatal Embarraſſment I find myſelf 
unhappily involved in. The Director was 
e 
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ſhould proceed farther ; but, finding I wait- 
ed for his Anſwer, he made .me one agree- 
able to what I had faid, and encouraged 
me to explain myſelf freely to him, pro- 
miſing to behave in the ſame Manner towards 
me, and that he would intereſt himſelf, as 
as was convenient, in temporal as 
well as ſpiritual Welfare. Fo 4 5 
© Having great Confidence in this Anfwer, 
I entered into a long Detail of every Thing 
that had happened to me, without omitting 
a fingle Circumſtance, I related Word for 
Word, the whole Tranſactions of the Abbot 
Truinaſſean, without mentioning his Name, 
according to the Marquis's Advice. I did 
not ſpare him in the leaſt, but painted him 
| in the blackeſt Colours. When I had finiſh- 
ed, the Conſeſſor aſked if I had nothing 
. I anſwered — the 
ive. I n by a very ſevere 
Reprimand for. the bug I had ſnewn 
a Prieſt, by which, I did not only wound 


that Charity we ſhould alwa ſerve, but 
even common Honeſty. It to me 
alſo, added he, (ſpeaking always in a deep 


low Voice) that there is a deal of Hatred 
nnd Reſentment in all you have ſaid relating 
to this Miniſter. I have followed you thro' 
every the minuteſt Circumſtance you have 
been telling me with the ſtricteſt Attention. 
The Place I occupy does not allow me to 


mae Uſe of any Artifice or Subterfuge: | 


You 


and raſhly for'the future, 


Yau have got ſome chimerical Scruples in 
your Head; and in ſhort, if I find any Thing 
blameable in the Conduct of your Director, 
it is his being too ſollicitous to put Perfec- 
tion in ſuch a Point of View, that you might 
be able to comprehend it. | *. 

You complain of your Director's Want 
of Decency in his Behaviour ; and upon 
what Foundation pray is ſuch a Calumny 
grounded? Upon the Opinion of a Man of 
the World, whom you ought to ſuſpect, 
whom you love, by your own Confeſſion, 
and he without Doubt, has ſome criminal 
Defign, ſince he begins by forcing you from 
a Man, who would protect you by his Pru- 
dence from the pernicious Intentions of this 
Sedueer. | | 4 

Is it poſſible you ſhould not with half an 
Eye diſcover the Artifice? If you would 
reflect ever ſo little, and put a proper Con- 
fidence in my Counſels, you would return 
to yourſelf, and- not judge fo imprudently 


After this Diſcourſe, the Director I was 
with recapitulated ' with a wonderful Me- 
mory (which I admired at) every intereſting 
Circumſtance-of my Story; then advancing - 
by Degrees, he juſtified, with fuch ingenious. 
Turns, the diſcreer Conduct of my Director, 
with regard to me. If there was any Thing, 
he ſaid, reprovable in his Conduct, it was 
the Indiſcretion of his Zeal and nc 
2  whuc 
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which endangered a Reputation, that ought 
to be much dearer to him than me. He 


 . Afterwards painted, in the moſt ſtriking man - 


ner, the Blackneſs of my Ingratitude, in 


Calumniating him, and ſuppoſing him guilty 


of Crimes upon Appearances undoubtedly 


falſe; for he might be found with my Ser- 
yant alone, and yet give no Cauſe to be 


ſpected of any Thing criminal or indecent, 
having a Right, in Quality of Director, to 
| e pu privately of her after my Conduct, 

and to advertiſe a Girl, placed there by him, 


not to liſten to any ſuſpicious Schemes, that 


might be prejudicial to my Character. 


But this was not all. He aſſured me, if 


I did not repair the Scandal I had occaſioned, 
by putting the Lamb in Competition with 
the Wolf, as I had done, by confiding to a 


Man of the World (who had no Religion) 


the Secrets of the Sacrament, and expoſing 


a Miniſter of the Church to Humiliation, I | 


muſt not flatter myſelf with the leaſt Hopes, 
that any Tribunal would grant a Remiſſion 
for Crimes of ſo deep a Dye; and without 


a Satisfaction proportioned to the Offence, I 


muſt not expect Mercy; in ſhort, he ſaid, 
he trembled at my Condition, ſince he ſaw 
Hell actually open to my Feet. F 


In a Word, this Man talked to me with 


ſuch Vehemence, and laid theſe ſtrong Ar- 


guments ſo home to me, I began to think 


myſelf in great Tribulation, I was too 
wn timorous, 
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timorous, and had too little Experience of 
the World, to pretend to diſpute ; otherwiſe, 
I could have made him an Anſwer to many _ 
Things, but my Tears did that Office. This 
was, undoubtedly, what he, whom I took 
for Father R.... expected. He no ſooner 
perceived it, but he changed his Tone, he 
called me by the tendereſt Names, and the 
propereſt 'to ſooth me. Courage, my dear 
Child, cry'd he, the Lord be for ever praiſed, 
Grace begins to work in your Heart. You 
have offended in the cruelleſt Manner a wiſe 
Director, who loved you, even tothe making 
it his chief Delight, to be employed for your 
Salvation and Happineſs. You muſt return 
to him in all Sincerity. You mult ſacrifice 
to him-that Seducer, whoſe Preſence created 
all this Trouble. I will undertake to go 
and prepare him, that he may never men- 
tion what is paſt, and that you may enjoy 
the ſalutary Happineſs of recovering a Guide, 
who alone can conduct you in that delicate 
Courſe you are ready to enter into. Don't 
be afraid of his Severity, he will open the 
Arms of his Charity, and reſtore you into 
the Sheepfold of the Ele&, from whence 
you have been moſt artfully drawn by the 
deceits of Satan. | 
When the pretended Father R... had 
proceeded thus far in his Exhortations, he 
ſuddenly ſtopt, and left the Confeſſional with 


ſuch Precipitation, I was ſurprixed; how- 
| ever, 


* 
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ever, as I did not know what Avocations 
he have to call him away ſo unexpect- 
edly, I th 


ought no more of it. I was about 
to riſe, intending to come again the next 
Day, when IJ perceived ſome-body paſs cloſe 
by me, and I plainly ſaw a Father enter the 
Confeſſional again; imagining it was Father 
X. . . returned to diſmiſs me, I replaced 
myſelf, to hear what he had further to ſay, 
You come very late, ſaid a Voice, very dif. 
| ferent from that I had confeſſed to; I have 
not Time at preſent. to hear you. If ] had 
not entered by Accident through the front 
Door of the Church, and paſſed by-my Con- 
feſſlonal, you would have waited in vain, 
becauſe I ſhould not have come this Way. 
This ſurprized me, and at the ſame Time 
confirmed my Suſpicion. I anſwered him 
according to the Idea I had of the Matter, 
You aſtoniſh me, ſaid he, there is not a Per- 
fon belonging to the College occupies this 
Confeſſional but myſelf. Nevertheleſs I have 
juſt confeſſed, ſaid I, to one who called 
imſelf father K. . It is an Impoſture, 
ſaid he, that was ſpeaking to you; there is 
no Father R.. .. but me, and I muſt have 
this Myſtery cleared up; it is therefore ne- 
ceſſary we ſhould know each other, which 
the Obſcurity we are in- will not admit of, 
neither is it convenient to ſtay here any 
longer; let us go to the other Side, and I 
will ſtay to hear you, notwithſtanding; the 
8 1 . lateneſs 
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*ateneſs of the Evening. We went up to 
the high Altar, diſcourſing in this Manner, 
where there was Light enough to ſee each 
other. Very well, ſaid he, upon our com- 
ing into the Light, do you know me now ? 


I have not that Honour, . replied I; but, 


finding myſelf at a moſt dangerous Criſis, 
with Regard to my Salvation, as well as 
temporal Conduct, you was recommended 
to me as an enlightened Guide, capable to 
inſtruct as well as direct me in the right Way. 
He ſeemed ſatisfied with this Anſwer, and 
yet wanted to know who it was recom- 
mended me to him. I made no manner of 
Scruple to own it was the Marquis de Sher- 
ling, very glad of fo favourable an Oppor- 
tunity to inform him of the Marquis's good - 
Opinion. The anſwer the Jeſuit made, was 
an Encomium on the Marquis. The Mar- 
quis, faid he, is a very gallant Man, as 
much admired for his perſonal Merit, as his 
high Birth. Since you come by ſo good a 
Recommendation, I ſhall have no Sort of 
Difficulty ; but” you muſt excuſe me for a 
Moment; I ſhall be at your Service preſently. 
Mrs. Severin, whoſe Patience began to be 
tired, came up to me, and aſked, if I in- 
tended to lie all Night in the Church. I 
could not help laughing, though in no great 
Humour for it, and intreated her to have a - 
tew Minutes longer Patience. | 


L I was 


- 
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I was fo prejudiced sgainſt the Abbot 
Trainaſſaau, I had no Sort of Doubt but this 
Trick was a Contrivance of his, and waz 
throughly convinced of it when I recollected, 
bis whole Diſcourſe tended to bring about 2 
Reconciliation, This freſh Proof of his 
Knavery, and the Diſguſt this Adventure 
gave me, occaſioned wy being completely 
irritated againſt him. I had a good Mind 
twenty Times to have gone away, and never 
more put myſelf into the Hands of any Di: 
rector. But Heaven prevented my falling 
a Prey to this Temptation; for, when 1 
conſidered the Marquis de Sherling (whom 1 
had been told the Moment before was a Man 
of Honour) aſſured me there were- many 
holy Prieſts in Paris, I thought it would be 
wrong, to draw ſuch; evil Conſequences from 
having met with Cheats and Hypocrites ; I 
therefore perſevered in my Reſolution, of 
conducting myſelf by the Advice of Father 
R. . .. believing he merited the high Opi- 
nion all the World entertained; of him. 
Thus was my Imagination employed, when 
the Door of the Choir opened, and three 
Jeſuits entered; two of them kneeled down 
before the high-Altar, and the-third came 
up to me. I judged father K. was 
- ſcrupulous about being alone with a Woman 
in the Confeſſional ſo late, and for Decency 
Sake, had taken this wiſe Precaution, which 
I chought 
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to ſtrengthen my Confidence in him. 
1 ſhall not enter into the Particulars of 
this ſecond Confeſſion, Let it ſuffice; that 


F was charmed: with father R... his Diſ- 


courſe was a ſovereign Balm to ſooth my 
anxious Heart. The Advice he gave me 
was ly He was very cir- 
cumſpect with Regard to Father Trainaſſaam, 
adviſing me to avoid all Occaſions of ſeein 

him, and never to diſcloſe what had paſſed 
between the Abbot and me to that very 


Moment, giving me to underſtand, it was 
a Sacrifice which Charity required, and-that 


I ſhould offend Heaven, if I was the Cauſe 
of irreligiaus People's turning the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel into Ridicule. 

After diſcourſing upon other Subjects 
equally wiſe and edifying, he deſired me to 
call upon him again, in caſe my Mother (to 
whom it was adviſeable I ſhould go, provided 
my Virtue was in no Danger) was not as yet 


returned, promiſing, ſince I had ſo great a 


Diſlike to a Convent, he would enquire out 
a-proper-Place for my Abode, where I ſhould 


be genteely entertained. It was his Advice 


alſo, to abe wd me, the firſt Viſit I ſhould 
make him, thoſe Jewels I mentioned, in 
order to verify the Ideas that occurred to 


him whilſt I was relating that Part of my 


Hiſtory. In ſhort, my Princeſs, I had all 
the Reaſon in the World to be ſatisfied with 
| on WY this 
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this new Acquaintance, which I reſolved to 
thank the Marquis de Sberling for, whom I 
expected to yh, the next Day, ODEs to 
his Promiſe. 

Mrs. Severin, perceiving; my Mind more 


Upon our return back, ſhe invited me to 
ber Houſe, where we found the Table ſpread, 
and every Thing in order for Supper. I 
did not require much Perſuaſion. Her eldeſt 
Daughter, Juliet, who was about my Age, 
offer d her Service, and preſſed me to let 
her take off my Capuchin. As this amiable 


Girl will — have a Share in my Ad- 


ventures, it may not be amiſs if I give you 


here her Portrait. She was fair, tall, and 


well ſnaped, her Face was rather oval than 
round, ſhe had large Eyes, which were too 
lively for her baſhful Look, and made it 

ſeem affected; her Noſe was handſom, and 


her Mouth admirably well made; ſhe was 


rather too thin, but her Skin was exquiſitely 
beautiful. She had a Smile, which was in- 
finitely graceful. As to her Behaviour and 
Underſtanding, I ſhall have frequent Occa- 
ſion to mention them hereafter. 

Mrs. Severin had two more, Daughters, 
but Nature having beſtowed her perſonal 
— Endowments ſo laviſhly on the eldeſt, ſhe 
had nothing left to beſtow on the two younget 
There was a Son too, older than Juliet, a 


meer Booby, not well favoured, and yet 
more 


at Eaſe, congratulated me on the Occaſion. 
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more ſimple 3 he was under the Care of a 
Journeyman; a luſty Fellow about Thirty, 
who affected to be entertaining, and thought 
himſelf very important, by having a large 
Point &Eſpagne Hat very fiercely cocked. 


I ſoon obſerved M. de Paliſe, which was 
the Name of this young Man, fighed for 
beautiful Juliet, but I believed at the ſame 
Time, he was not her Adonis. Great At- 
tention being ſhewn to me, as Queen of the 
Feaſt, M. de Paliſe, in order moſt certainly 8 
to give me an Opinion of his Parts, out- did 
himſelf in wisty Phraſes, and was the firſt 
that approved them with a violent Horſe 
Laugh; though I did not think them very 
entertaining, yet 1 laughed, but it was at 
the Ridiculouſneſs of his Behaviour. 
We were getting up from the Table when 
ſome-body knocked at the Door. Mifs 
Juliet was ordered by her Mother to ſee 
who it was, not expecting any one at that 
Hour, She immediately returned and whiſ- = 
pered Mrs. Severin. I gueſſed by her caſting vx 
an Eye upon me, I was enquired for, which 
alarmed me. Make yourſelf eaſy, Miſs, 
ſaid my Neighbour (bidding. Juliet deſire the 
Perſon to walk in) it is a Woman, who ſays 
the comes from my Lady your Mother, and 
wants to ſpeak with you. 1 3\f | 
I exulted in the greateſt Tranſport at this 
News, and roſe briſkly up. Is it you, my 
dear Seaugeon, ſaid I, as ſoon as I ſaw her? 
x " "Rl Madam 


— 


| _ deprived her of an Acq 


hoped ſhe 
my Embarraſſments; then, eagerly ſqueeſing 
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Madam de St. Prenil is arrived at laft then. 


How rejoiced ſhall I be to ſee her ! the will 
be the ſame, replied this Girl, who was my 
Mother's Woman and Confident z; and 1 
cannot give you a better Proof of it, than 
by telling you my Errand; her Coach is 
below, and ſhe expects you with the utmoſt 
did not heſitate a Moment what I had 
to do, but immediately took Leave of the 
Company. Mrs. Severin, ſeemed greatly 
troubled at my fudden Departure, which, ſhe 
uaintance ſhe 
greatly eſteemed. As for Miſs her Daugh- 
ter, ſhe fell a crying, for ſhe had all at once 
conceived a great Friendſhip for me, and 
might be able to relieve me in 


my Hand, begged I would give her an Op- 
portunity of ipeaking to me, having many 


Things to tell me; as the ſaid this aſide, 


that her Mother might not hear, I only re- 
turned her Squeeſe by the Hand. As for 
M. de la Palife he offered to wait on me 
Home, becauſe he ſaid it was late, and he 
could defend me from Inſults. In ſpite of 
all I could ſay, he inſiſted upon waiting on 
me, but finding at the Door of my Apart- 
ment three tall Footmen of my Mother's, 
in their Liveries, with Flambeaux, he was 


filenced at once, and putting on a very re- 


ſpectful Air, retired with Mrs. Severin and 


her 
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her Family, as ſoon as they had ſeen me 


into my own Door. 
Though I was exceedingly impatient to 


ſee my Mother, yet F wanted A have a little 


Talk with Sraugeon before we got into the 
Coach. The firſt Thing I enquired about, 
was M. de Sr. Preuil's Health, He is at his 


laſt Gaſp, ſaid ſhe, and earneſtiy deſires to 


fee you. I left by his Bed-ſide, my Lady 
and the Marquis de ShertÞvg, his beſt Friend. 
1 vs not forty to have ſuch powerful Ad- 


vocates about the Man I had ſo much Rea- 


ſon to dread. at the final Diſpoſal of his 
Affairs; but, as wy Mother's Woman ſaid 
nothing farther, 1 judged ſhe had informed 
me al” ſhe knew of the Matter, and there- 
fore aſked her no more Queſtions. = 

When we arrived at the Hotel, we fo x 
to Cuſtom. 1 thong | 
cty'd Seaugron, for Fear what was expected 
has ha ſince I left-the Houſe to en- 
quire for you; every Thing ſeems to foretel 
fome dire Diſaſter. She was not miſtaken. 
We- were obliged to wait near a Quarter of 
an Hour at the Gate, which confirmed our 
Suſpicions z when it opened, I conceived, 
by the diſmal Countenance of the Porter, it 


muſt be ſo, which we were convinced of at 


the Stair-foot z thete, every Thing reſounded 
with Sighs and Tears. Whatever juſt Cauſe 
I had to complain of M. de St. Nai this 

1 Ls 0 general 
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general Mourning moved my Compaſſiong 


' and made me weep. 
My Mother, was no ſooner informed of 


my Arrival, but ſhe ordered me to be con- 
ducted into her Apartment, and ſent Word 
ſhe would follow me, as ſoon as ſhe con- 
veniently could. I there found M. de S.. 
Preuil's two Sons, who, the Moment they 
ſaw me, notwithſtanding their Grief, threw 
themſelves about my Neck, crying, O my 
Siſter, my dear Siſter, how rejoiced we are 
to ſee you again I returned their Careſſes 
veryſincerely, apprehending, from this tender 

Welcome, M. NI. 2 St. Preuil's Rage and Re- 
ſentment had not provoked him ſo far, as 
to betray my Secret to them, which touched 
me very ſenſibly, and made me TP in good 
Earneſt. 

My Brothers inform'd-me e (I may venture. 
to call them by that Name, ſince with re- 
ſpe& to me they were not changed) when 
M. de St. Preuil was told of my Aſylum, he 
defired the Marquis de Sherling would im- 
mediately order me to be ſent for; that in 
a very little Space of Time he fell delirious. 
My Mother afterwards told me, Providence 
acted in my Favour on this Occaſion ; that 
he was very impatient. at not ſeeing -me, 
began to grow paſſionate, and to fall off 
from thoſe good Diſpoſitions my Mother 
and the Marquis de Sberling had inſpired him 


| with towards me; which nothing perhaps 
could 
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could have brought about again, not even 
the Sight of me; for that poſſibly might 
have made him ſtill more afraid of dying. 
In ſhort, they attributed his Weakneſs to 
his Impatience. The Moment before he 
raved and {wore at the Phyſicians, who at- 
tended him, ſaying, he had feed them well, 
and expected they would have done their 
Duty better. | 1 
1 ſhall now return to the two young Gen- 
tlemen. One was ſixteen, and the other 
fifreen Years of Age. The eldeſt, was very 
well made, had a noble Mien, and ſuch an - 
eaſy Complaiſance, as gained him the Love 
of every Body. He went into the Army at 
fourteen, and made two Campaigns as a 
Captain; and, if M. de St. Preuil had lived, 
be would have been promoted to a Regiment 
before the End of the Winter. The youngeſt, 
who was called de St. Clair, would have 
nothing to do with the Church, though his 
Father had threatened him violently ; all 
they could prevail upon him to do, was 


only to take the Croſs of Malta, and he was 


very careful not to proceed any farther. He 
was vain, artful, and foolifhly fond of Wo- 
men; in every other Reſpect, honourable 
and diſintereſted, with an excellent Heart. 
He was my Mother's Favourite,. becauſe he 
knew. how to careſs her ; and ſhe could ac- 
commodate herſelf to his Humour, much 
better than to the eldeſt, who was, in her 

L 5 Opinion, 
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Age. St. Clair was very well made, con- 
oF his not being tall, and had 
good Air for one of his Size. 2 

Our Converſation turned upon M. de S.. 
Preuil's Death, for which the eldeſt ſeemed 


much affficted. My Tears are dried up, 
ſaid he; Heaven has left us a charming 


Mother to comfort us for our Loſs, who 
will not, I am perſuaded, oblige me to de- 


clare my Vows of Malta againſt my Incli - 
nation. It required all my Prudence, and 


a Share of my Concern for the Death of M. 
de St. Preuil, to make me forbear laughing. 


My eldeſt Brother took him up very ſharply, 
and, to mortify St. Clair, ſaid gravely, ſuch 


he was dead. This was Matter of Debate 
till my Mother appeared. I flew into her 
Arms the Moment I ſaw her, but found 
myſelf ſeized with ſo many different Agita- 
tions, I could not utter four Words cohe- 
_ rently. I threw my Afms about her Knees; 

ſhe raiſed me up, embracing me with all the 
Marks of infinite Fenderneſs, holding me 
by the Hand, as if ſhe wanted to tel! me, 
the Preſence of my Brothers reſtrained-her 


a very 


inconſolable, but the youngeſt was not fo 


Opinion, 400 ſerious and too prudent for his 


* 


a Father as they had loſt, knew how to 
make a younger Son obey him, even after 


from ſhewing more pathetic Tokens of her 


Affection. She was tupported by her Father 


and the Marquis 4e Sherling, who made me 


a moſt 


/ 
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à moſt Bow, and with ſuch a Lock, 
as I might have eaſily unriddled, had I been 
a little more experienced in the World. | 
As ſoon as Madam de St. Preuil was ſeated 
in an Eaſy- chair, which the two young Gen- 
tlemen drew fot her, they threw themſelves 
at her Feet and mingled their Fears with 
| her's. As for St. Clair, he did not continue 
long in that Poſture, but preſently roſe up, 
ſaying, now he had fatisfied- his Sorrow, it 
was neceſſary to hearken to the Call of Na- 
ture; that he had been ready to deſpair for 
the Loſs of his Father; but it would be ſtill 
worſe, to endanger the precious Days of his 
dear Mamma, who had only ſupped a little 
Broth for the whole Day, and we ſhould + 
therefore, all of us, endeavour to prevail 
upon her to take ſome Refreſhment, that 
ſne might be the better enabled to ſupport 
her Spirits in thoſe cruel Moments. My 
Mother was not diſpleaſed with that tender 
Regard the little Cavalier ſhewed' for her, 
declaring, ſhe believed any Thing but a little 
Tea would be ready to choke her. Not to 
trouble you with a Detail of Things which 
would be no ways amuſing, I ſhall only tell 
you, the Meſſeurs de St. Preuils, after giving 
us their Company for about half an Hour 
longer, made their Compliments and retired: 
When they had left us, we found ourſelves 
under no Reſtraint before the Marquis de 
Sberling, whoſe "Tt was no Stranger 
Nl roe 


_ kiffing her Hands, faying every Thing the 
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to. I caſt myſelf at my Mother's Knees; 


moſt extravagant Tenderneſs could ggeſs 
to me. Then you always loved me, m 
dear Child, ſaid Madam de St. Preuil, hug- 
ging me in her Arms; and I find you what 
F could with? Go! continued ſhe, lookin 
at me with a fixed Attention, you have colt 
me many a Tear; but no more of that at 

preſent. In the firſt Place, thank the Mar- 
quis de Sberling; we owe him every Thing; 
without his Aſtſtance, you had wanted Bread. 
and I perhaps, might have found myſelf 
under the fatal Neceſſity of ſending you from 
me. I ſhall inform you, the firſt convenient 
Opportunity, the important Services he has 
done us with my Huſband. However, not 
to keep you in doubtful Suſpence, know, 
M. de St. Preuil has, by his Will, made 
me abſolute Miſtreſs of augmenting the For- 
tune of that Child who ſhall moſt deſerve 
it; which makes in your. Favour,. there be» 
ing no Clauſe againſt you. 

After having renewed my affectionate 
Careſſes to my Mother, I next paid my 
Acknowledgments to the Marquis de Sher- 
Ing, in the moſt obliging Terms. Miſs, 
ſaid he, I claim nothing ; Heaven has been 
your Protector, in Reward of your Virtue ;. 


and this Day reſtored a Mother, after whom 


you have ſo often ſighed ; and I congratu- 
late you upon it, as the WY Felicity 
G4 that 


— 
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that could poſſibly happen; it is to her 
Tenderneſs, and preſſing Sollicitations, you 


are entirely indebted. I need not exhort 


you to be grateful ; I am certain, you are 


too well bred, ever to be wanting in that 


4 


Particular. 


This Compliment, laid both Mother and 


Daughter under freſh Obligations of return- 
ing our politeſt Acknowledgments. The 


Marquis behaved like a great Man in high 
Life, and with the ſincereſt Friendſhip at 


the ſame, Time. However, as it would be 


tireſome to dwell always on the ſame Sub- 
jet, a Motion wag made about our Buſineſs 


for the next Day, which I ſhall paſs over, 
to inform you, my Mother, according to 
the Cuſtom of the Country, retired into a 
Convent, whither I accompanied her. - The 


Marquis had the ſole Direction of the Fu- 
neral, and undertook likewiſe to be Guardian 


of the Houſe, along with my Brothers; they 
loved and eſteemed him as much as the late 
M. de St. Preuil did, who, from the firſt 


Moment of his Acquaintance, | always re- 
poſed in him the ſtricteſt Confidence. 


Lu of the third Puri. 
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PART IV. - 


Minz we were fixed in the Apart: 


V ments, which had been beſpoke for 


much ſurprized at the late M. de St. Preuil's 


my Mother at S§t. Chaumont, to paſs a cuſ- 
tomary Retirement of fix Weeks, as is uſual 


dn fuch Occaſions, we talked over at out 
Leiſure all our Affairs with more Freedom. 


My Mother, inſiſted upon my giving her a 
punctual Relation of every Thing which 
happened to me from the Time of her De- 
parture for Provence, reminding me, of the 


__ Extreme Confidence ſhe” had uſed in what 


ded me, which, ſhe ſaid, ought 
make me biniſh all falſe 


to 
s all idle 


Seroples; having herfelf ſer me an Example: 


Befides, added. the; you muſt look upon 


me, my Child, as an affeftionate Friend, 


ho lives for you alone, whoſe whole Em- 


ployment is for your Welfare. I replied, 
as I ought, to theſe affecting Marks of het 


Goodneſs, and promiſed her all the Sincerity 
ſhe could expect or deſire from a Child poſ- 
ſeſſed with the trueſt Senſe of Gratitude. 


I punctually performed: my Promiſe; I 


did not omit any one ſingle Circumſtance of 


all that had befallen me. She did not ſeem 


Conduct, 
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Conduct, with regard to me, ſhe knew him 
well. But, on the contrary, when J entered 
into a Detail of the Abbet Trairaſſean's Ar- 
tifices, at each Period ſhe interrupted me, 
to ſhew her Aſtoniſnment, and vent ber 
Reſentment. The Names of wicked, Cheat, 
and Wretch, was the Chorus, which termi- 
nated every Reflection. My Mother's great 
Spirit, 4 her Mind one VIPs . 0 
Prejudice, exaggerated every Thing, 
% w Excel 30 ſooner informed Fr 
of my Conference with Father R... and 
the high Opinion T conceived of his Prudence 
and Ability, but ſhe cry'd, I have heard 
him ſpoke of as a Director in the higheſt. 
Eſteem, and the moſt reſpe&ed of any; and, 
as J am entirely diſengaged, I will have no 
other for the future. She added, as TI in- 
tended waiting upon him again with my 
Jewels, ſhe would accompany me, becauſe, 
ſhe thought it might be a favourable Oppor- 
tunity of getting acquainted with him. 
When Thad given my Mother a ſatisfactory 
Anſwer to all her Queſtions, ſhe told me, 
ſince the Death of M. de St. Prenil, a Thought 
was come into her Head, with reſpect to 
the Diſpoſal of her late Huſband's Effects, 
which would ſecure a laſting Tranquility 
both to herſelf and me that nothing could 
diſturb.” Hear me, my Child, continued 
ſhe, I will communicate my Deſign, that 


) - 
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you may give me your Opinion, which pro- 
bably may help to improve my Scheme. 
2 M. de St. Preuil, has left a real Eſtate of 
_ fixty thouſand Livers per Annum, a very good 
Houſe, extremely well furniſhed ; his Plate 
is valued at thirty thouſand crowns, and I 

reckon the reſt of the Furniture, together 
with the Equipage, Horſes, Wardrobe, Ce. 

are worth near as much. I have told you 
already, he has made me Miſtreſs of all by 

his Will. His Regard for me was ſuch, he 
has given me an abſolute Power of diſpoſing 
. of his Children's Fortunes as I pleaſe. I will 
not abuſe it; but, on the contrary, and in 
order effectually to prevent. you and I ever 
being troubled with. the Law, I ſhall diſ- 


.  Þoſe every Thing in ſuch a Manner, as to 


make a perpetual Peace in the Family; and 
the Way I intend to bring it about, is this. 


As ſoon as I am put in Poſſeſſion, I deſign 


to have an exact Inventory taken of what 
my Huſband left at his Death; when all 
Things are properly regulated, I will ſend 
for your Brothers, and ſome of their Rela- 
tions. After having informed them the 
\ Buſineſs I ſent for them about, I ſhall order 
. three Lots to be made, as equally. as poſ- 
_ fibly can, as well of the Eſtate, as ready 
Money, Furniture, Cc. and then. deſire your 
eldeſt Brother to chuſe firſt, your youngeſt 
next, and what remains I will take, declaring 
at the ſame Time, it is for us both; and 
: 8 | . a 7 N you 
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you, having conſented to this Diſpoſal, are 
to inherit it after my Death. I don't know, 
my dear Child, continued my Mother, look- 
ing earneſtly at me, if you are ſo ſenſible. 
as I am how agreeable this Diſpoſition ought 
to be to us all. Meſſ. de St. Preuils, you 
muſt needs imagine, will be over: joy d on 
many Accounts. Do you conſider the Plea- 
ſure they will have in being independent at 
their Age, to enjoy their Fortunes, to have 
no Sort of Conteſt or Diſpute with any 
Body? With regard to theſe Advantages, 
they are entirely in their Favour. If I was 
ſuch a Mother, as there are many in the 
World, would not their Hazard be very 
great? I have, in Right of my Dower, a 


Claim to a hundred thouſand Livres, my 


Rings and Jewels are worth fifty-thouſand, 
which makes together fifty thouſand Crowns, 
and this I might legally take out of the Ca- 
pital To- morrow. My Children cannot call 
me to an Account till they are twenty-five. 
I can make an eldeſt Brother of Which 1 


Taue 1 would not think of that, becauſe, 


promiſed M. de St. Preuil on his Death- bed, 
not to injure either of them, and 1 will 
rform my Promiſe to a Tittle. I might 
wfully make uſe of the Advantages t 
are given me by Marriage, but that I ſhall 
leave to vulgar Minds. To lay my Children 


under Obligations, and to exact Acknow- 


ledgments 


by cettuin Scruples and Delicacies. But, 


2 4 F FTP che | 
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| kedgments of Gratitude from them, is to wt 
a mean Way of - thinking. 
N eould not help being 
jet. © My Mother I found intended to fecure 


mme a Fortune, and be Miftreſs of it herſelf 
for Life, without wounding her Conſcience 


 faid J to her, after 1 had teftified my great 
 Admiration, there are two Things in this 
Diſpofitien which x me. The firft is, 
to know if Meſſieurs de St. Preuits, who are 
not yet of Age, can fulfil ſo important a 
Contract; the ſecond is, if the eldett will be 
gontent with a third Part, being poſſibly of 
Opinion, he may one Day ſtand a Chance 
of coming in for the Whole. I could men- 
tion a third „which concetns your. 
felf perſonally, but I would not propoſe that, 
till you have taken the Trouble to reſolve 
me about the two firſt, which ſeem of Im- 


portance enough to require your particular 


My dear Apyes, you diſcover a great deal 
of good Senſe, replied Madam de St. Prowl 
aud to anſwer you methodically, I muſt 
firft obſerve, if you are ignorant of it (as it 
is poſſible, fince our -Confinement in the 
Convent) chat your Brothers are emanci- 
Heſides, when I ſpoke of my Scheme, 
you may remember, I fatd, I would aſſemble 
their Relations as the moſt r and open 


a of proceeding. In. the next Pings, 
WI 


A ttention. 


Nurcled at this Pro · 
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with regard to M. de St. Prewl, I cannot 
ſee what Reaſon he will have to be diſſatiſ- 
fied. He is the eldeſt, it is true, but, ac- 


cording to the Manner of my Marriage, he 


can have no Advantage over his younger 
Brother. The Will is againft him, and S. 
Clair has not unced his Vows. Have 
I made'a good Anſwer to your Objections ? 
But let us ſee, continued my Mother, em- 
bracing me tenderly, what you think ſo 
nearly concerns me, I will venture a Wager, 
whatever it be, your Love has ſuggeſted it. 
Very true, my dear Mother, replied I, 
eagerly kiſſing her Hands, for I am not able 
to comprehend, ho you could form a Pro- 
ject, by which the Manner of Living you 
_ been accuſtomed to ſo long, 3 of 
eceſſity be igiouſly retrenched. You 
are greatly —— my dear Child, replied 
Madam de St. Preuil again. Are you under 
the ſame Miſtake ſo many People ate in, 
who make themſelves \ miſerable all their 
Lives to maintain an outſide Show, always 
attended with a great Expence, and never 
contributing the leaſt Tittle to that Happi- 
neſs and Content, we ought to propoſe tre 
ourſelves, as the ſole eſſential Object of all 
our Actions? See the Comte de... who 
in order to impoſe upon the Vulgar (for 1 


believe, he has more Senſe, than to imagine 
he can impoſe upon People of a ſuperior 


Expes 
dicats 


Claſs)-ſpends his Life in finding out 


e 
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dients how to live, while he might, perhaps 


| have been one of the happieſt Mortals in 


Paris, if he would have kept within Bounds, 
and diſcharged an unprofitable Train, which 
occaſions him a daily Increaſe of Perſecutors, 
I: could quote you twenty Examples as bad. 
Gol my dear Child ! it is not a grand Fi- 
re will make us happy; on the contrary, 

it very often ſerves only to confuſe us, and 
draws us into ſuch inconvenient Acquain- 
tance, as we cannot decently get ſhut of; 
and deprives us of a thouſand: agreeable 
Pleaſures, : which we cannot procure without 
| diſcarding this unavailing ridiculous Outſide. 
- Notwithſtanding what I have ſaid, con- 
tinued my Mother, I would not have you 
imagine, I deſign to puſh my Retrenchment 
to an Exceſs; no, my Child! you ſhall ſee 


_ after I have diſtributed two thirds of what 


my Huſband hath left me in Poſſeſſion, 
will ſtill retain a handſom Equipage; I will 
only turn off a Steward, a Maitre-d'Höôtel, 
and one Footman, which would be uſeleſs; 
I hall keep the reſt; and you ſhall ſee, my 
dear Agnes, we will nevertheleſs, ſave ſome- 
thing at the Year's End; and it may be 


_ ſomething,jherewith to divert us, if we 


have a Fancy for it. I found what my Mo- 
ther ſaid was ſeemingly very reaſonable, yet 
I could not perſuade myſelf, that after ſhe 
had diſpoſed of ſo. much of her Treaſure, 
he would have ſufficient left to live 0 | 
b FN — as . 


— 
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the Manner ; ſhe: had now : deſcribed to me- 
Madam de St. Preuil, perceiving I enters. 
tained ſome Doubts about this Matter, ſoon 
proved to me, they were not well grounded. 
She computed the real Eſtate at ſixty thou; 


ſand Livers a Year, without reckoning the _ 


Plate and Jewels, which were not thrown 
into the Lump; by her Scheme, ſhe would 
have twenty thouſand Livers Rent her Part, 
a third of the Plate would be ten thouſand 
Crowns, and near one hundred thouſand 
Livers worth of Jewels, ſhe intended to 
turn into Caſh, as well as her uſeleſs Plate 
and Furniture; all which, according to her 
Calculation, would produce a Revenue of 
thirty thouſand Livers per Annum, - with - - 
which, ſhe made it appear, ſhe ſhould be in 
a Condition to live according to the Plan 
ſhe had ſketched out to me, and that ver 
commodiouſly. Are you ſenſible, my dear 
Child, continued ſhe (after ſhe had demon- 
ſtrated .and made her Scheme very clear) 
how agreeable the Life will be we are going 
to lead together? We will hire a handſom 
Houſe, with a Garden, and not be ſollici- 


tous about the Rent of it, ſo much as the 


Situation; to have it at a Diſtance from 
any Place much in Vogue, we ſhall be more 
our own Miſtreſſes, and not be peſtered with 
ſuch Company as perhaps we don't like. 
We will go now-and-then to the Opera, 
and to every new Play; we will read all the 
1 ingenious 


= 


ing grand Entertainments, I will p 


choly Situation. My Mother gave herſelf 


of thoſe curious Writers, who amuſe us 
wich Trifles, give your Highneſs a Deſcrip- 
tion FO this — if the. * her 

| nown | 
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ingenious new Boes that are 
and converſe with ſuch People 
are agreeable to our Taſte. Without mak- 


_ fans Ceremony, a Table for ſuch as I like. 
In Summer, we: will go. into the Country, if | 
U 


it is our Inclination, and when we gro 
of it, will return to laugh in the 


Nullrriat, and the Elifean Fields, to get rid 


of thoſe tireſome Women one meets every 
where, and are ſeldom contented any where; 

This —— would perhaps have 
laſted much as it was very ſoothing 
to my Mother, but Saugeon came to tell us, 
the Lady Abbeſs deſired Leave to pay her 


Neſpects. We were obliged to change our 


Tone, as well as our Diſcourſe, and enter 
upon ſome - thing more proper to our melan- 


an Air of Affliction, and ad it ſo na · 


turally, it would have been very difficult 


for me to have imitated : People in high 
Life, are accuſtomed to put on ſuch a Coun- 


tenatice, as they think neceſſary to wear on 
certain Occaſions. For my Part, I had ne- 
- ver as yet ſtudied this Art. I caſt my Eyes 


upon Madam de St. Preuil, in Hopes of 


7 modelling my Looks a little by her's. 


I ſhould here, according to the Cuſtom 
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my Hiitoxy ; but; as it is the only 18 


y nothing more concerning this Viſit, than 


that it was a very dull one, and ſeemed long 


and: tireſome. | | 
Madam 4 OD S 
teatly within Compa or they f 
ou a hundred thouſand Livers, of ready 
Money, which ſhe never reckoned, and ng 
Debts, to * ; 181 17871 
Eight Days after we left the Convent, 
my Mother. was put into. Poſſeſſion of the 


whole Effects, without any Trouble. She 


now only waited for a proper Opportunity 
to execute the Deſign, ſhe communicated, ta 


me; hut before ſhe. aſſembled, M. de St: © 


Preuil's Relations thought it adviſeable ta 
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known, to you had bean neceſſarꝝ torilluftrate 


conſult the Marquis de Sbberling. Beſides 


the Objections I had offered, he added, in 
his Opinioa, a Mother ought never to put 
it in her Childrens Power to treat her with 
Neglect; that, according to her Plan, ſhe 
might expect they would ſhew their Inde- 


pendency. My Mother anſwered, for that 


very Rer ſon ſhe intended to perſiſt in her 
Reſolution, as the only Means of knowing 
if ſhe was really beloved; her Children, be- 


ing no longer biaſſed by Intereſt, ſhe ſhould 


be as ſenſible of the Care they took to pleaſe 
her, as ſhe ſhould be indifferent to them, 


— 
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© Her Scheme was too well reſolved on 
ever to think of altering it. Young as my 


Brothers were, they gave on this Occaſion, 


the trueſt r-. good Heart. They 
Aid all in their Power to engage my Mother 
to continue in the Enjoyment of the whole 
Fortune; but knowing it would diſoblige 
her to perſiſt in thwarting her Intentions, 
they accepted, with great Reſpect, as well 
as Gratitude, a Diſpoſition, ſo greatly to 
their Advantage; declaring very fincerely, 
it would be a main Article towards their 
Promotion in the World, as it put them in 
a Condition to do what was neceſſary for 
their Advancement, M. de St. Preuil's Be- 
haviour on this Occaſion, was incomparable. 
He thanked my Mother for making an equal 


Diſtribution, proteſting, he was greatly de- 


lighted at what was done for his Brother; 
that he ſhould have acted in the ſame Man- 
ner had it been in his Power, having always 
thought, the Cuſtom of making younger 
Brothers dependent, a very ridiculous Thing; 
they muſt be made miſerable, ſaid he, to 
raiſe the Fortune of the eldeſt, who very 
often deſerves it leaſt. * 7 

Theſe Sentiments of M. de St. Preuil, diſ- 


covered ſuch noble Principles in him, it 


drew from my Mother a thouſand Careſſes, 


as well as the general Applauſe of the whole 


Family; but ſhe and I had very ſoon {till 
greater Reaſon to be ſurprized. After the 
211 | | 2 two 
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os Brothers had talked together apart for 


a few Moments, they came up to my Mo- 


ther, and told her, they did not perceive; 
in the Diſpoſition ſhe had made, any Thin 
at preſent for me; and therefore, they agree 
each of them to give me fifry-thouſand Livers 
as a Portion, in caſe an agreeable Match 
ſhould offer. 


It was now. my Buſineſs to ſhew my Ge- 


neroſity, by excuſing myſelf from N 
this noble Preſent, made with ſo good a 


Grace, repreſenting to chem, at the ſame 
Time, how perfectly y well ſatisfied 'T was 


with my Lot's being the ſame as my Mo- 


ther's. Nothing I could ſap had any In- 


fluence, "they were unalterable in their Re- 


ſolution; 1 therefore conſented to accept it, 
fearing to difoblige them by any further 


Refuſal. They appeared as plealingly at- 


fete with the Favaur they did me, as if it 


the a real Good, Tonne had beſtowed on 
them. EE” Din © \ ew DY'7 WY 
The whole F. unix were entertained with 
2 grand Supper, which” terminated this ex- 
traordinary Scene. From that Day, my 
Brothers and I :conceived © ſuch a render 


Friendſhip” for each other, that it has con- 


tinued the ſame to this Hour. My Mother 
applauded us for it daily, and has often told 
me,. if all Fathers and Mothers behaved in 


the like Manner, Families would be more 


united than: _ generally are. 
During 


242 The MEMOIRS of # 
During our Mourning, my Mother hired 

a very handſom Houſe, near the Cherche- 

Midi, which, without being grand, contain- 


ed three commodious Apartments, and a 


very large Garden, She embelliſhed it to 


her own Taſte, and went into it as ſoon as 


it was in Order. OR | | | 
Mel. de St. Preuils, would not ſeparate, 
but continued to live in their paternal Man- 
ſion Houſe. St. Clair, who had the beſt 
Heart in the World, was ſo entirely won by 
his elder Brother's Behaviour, he ſcorned 
to leave him, and was as complaiſant, as 
if he had been reduced to the dependent 
Condition of a younger Brother. By- and - bye 
you will ſee, they did not content themſelves 
with the ſimple Marks of Friendſhip only 
but of that in its proper Place. 
Till the Year of our Mourning was ex- 
pired, the Marquis de Sherling came but ſel- 
dom to fee us; after we were ſettled in our 
new Houſe, he viſited us more frequently, 
It was not long, before I perceived he con- 
tinued to have the ſame Views upon me, 
but as I took Care never to leave my Mo- 
ther, without I was obliged to it, he could 
very ſeldom. find an Opportunity of ſpeaking 
to me. I plainly diſcovered by the Tender- 
neſs of his Regards, he had a great deal to 
ſay. I was now become a little wiſer than 
when Ifirſt knew that Gentleman; the Com- 
munication J had with my Mother, opened 
* n my 
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my Mind inſenſibly ; beſides thoſe ingenious 

Productions I was daily reading, which un- 
fold the Heart, learnt me to ſee clearer into 
my own, and to read other People's better. 
This Knowledge was no favourable Circum- 
ſtance for the Marquis. After examining 


myſelf ſtrictly about him, I found 1 only 


eſteemed him; which was not ſufficient to 
make me reliſh his afliduous Deyoirs. On 


the contrary, 1 no ſooner perceived my own 
Indifference, but I avoided all Opportuni- 


ties of being alone with him, and I always 
pretended not to comprehend, what he en- 
deavoured ſo much to have me underſtand. . 
Madam de St. Preuil was tooclear- ſighted 
not to apprehend the Marquis's Views. She 
delayed for ſome Time ſpeaking to me about 
it, but judging from my Behaviour I was 
indifferent, had undoubtedly a Mind to ſound 
me; and therefore told me one Day, it ſeem- 
ed to her, as if the Marquis ſnewed a very 
tender Regard for me. I could not hel 
being greatly confuſed. Have you any Eſ- 
teem for him, ſaid ſhe, laughing? You bluſh 
in ſuch a manner, I am apt to ſuſpe& you 


have. I vow, my dear Mamma, replied I, I 


am ignorant of the Matter. Do you diſ- 
ſemble at your Age, continued my. Mother? 
You mult be very ſenſible, whether you love 
or whether you are indifferent. I remember 
very well, when I was about your Age, I 
could eaſily diſtinguiſh. However it be, 1 
1297 M 2 wiſh 
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with my Conjectures may prove true, and 
that the Marquis de Sberling ny love you 
well enough to m_ you. 

This Subject was dropt for che detect, 
upon a Lady of the Neighbourhood's com- 
ing in, with whom we had contracted an In- 
timacy from our firſt entering our new Houſe; 
. and was very glad ſhe interrupted our Con- 

ference. Tho' I loved my Mother ve 
much, I durſt not yet behave to — 


-, ._ - that Openneſs of = in regard to what 


you will find hereafter. The Opinion I en- 
tertained at that Time of Madam de St. 
PreuiPs Subtilty, put me always upon my 
Guard, eſpecially. when any Mention was 
made about certain privateSentiments, which 
many Mothers are glad to have their Daugh- 
ters diſcloſe. As ſoon as ſhe put me upon 
ſome particular Articles, I always ſuſpected 
ſhe wanted to ſift me, and that was ſuffi- 
cient to make me endeavour to evade. 
I was, as I obſerved, relieved by a Viſit 
from this Lady, with whom we had held a 
Correſpondence: for ſome little Time. She 
was called Madam de Geneval, the Widow 
of a Marechal de Camp, who was till 
comely, tho? not young, and very entertain- 
ing in her Converiation. She generally knew 
all the Nes that was ſtirring in Paris, and 
by certain little Nothings, had the Art of 
Amuſigg one very agreeably. I tock an in- 
fine Miah to — as We ſeemed to * 
1133 - Jpue 
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ſpire in our Sentiments, which was ſuffi 
cient to make us very good Friends. Madam 
de St. Preuil often invited her to Dinner. 
This Attachment increaſed inſenſibly from! 
Day to Day, and Madam de 'Geneval im- 

roved upon us greatly; the more ſhe made 
berſelf known to us, the more we liked and 
loved her. Amongſt a thouſand other plea- 
ſant Things ſhe zold us at this Viſit, ſhe 
mentioned one Adventure, which brought 
the Abbot Trainaſſeau to my Mind, but not 
to his Advantage, for I had almoſt forgot 
him, and it gave me a Suſpicion about. the 
Jewels he returned me, as | have before re- 
lated. Since the Death of M. de St. Preuil, 
my Mother had been ſo embarraſſed with 
Buſineſs, we were obliged to poſt pone the 
Viſit we agreed to make Father KK. 
that impatience my Mother ſhewed at firſt 
to be acquainted with him, by little and 
little grew indifferent, and at laſt quite vaniſh- 


ed. All the Year of our Mourning, I never 


once thought of my Diamonds; they were 
very fine, and no Opportunity had as yet 
offered to appear in the World with them. 
From whence (if I may be allowed the Ex- 
preſſion) we were retired. My Jewels reſted 
in the Box, and might have remained there 
ſome. Time longer, without thinking 
about them, if it had not been for the Ad- 
venture Madam de Geneval told us of; and 
M 3 2771 e 
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the Affair of my Jewels reſembled too much 
what follows to be paſſed over in Silence. 

The Count de Tourbillac having fallen in 
Love with two beautiful Eugliſb Ladies, 
whoſe Affairs brought them to Paris, took 
all the Pains imaginable to ſcrape Acquain- 
tance with them, which he at laſt accom- 
pliſned in the Palais- Royal, where they went 
every Day to walk, as they lived in that 
Quarter, and it may be were oſten weary 
of Home. A Shower happening while they 
were in the Garden, gave him an Opportu- 
nity, he would by no Means loſe, of ſhew- 
ing his Gallantry, and immediately ordered 
his Coachman to draw up to the Gate, and 
in a very Cavalier manner preſſed them to 
accept of it. After ſome ceremonious Scruples, 
the two Beauties ſtept into the Coach. 
During the little Time they were going ſo 
ſhort a Way, he intreated very earneſtly for 
Leave to viſit them. They cut him off 
ſhort at firſt, with their uſual Excuſe, of 
not ſeeing any Body. Nevertheleſs, as Monſ. 

Tourbillacs Age was a Sort of Protection to 
the Reputation of the Miſs de Slairzannes 
(which was the Name of theſe Engliſh La- 
dies) they granted his Requeſt. It is no 
eaſy Matter to ſlight. the Acquaintance of a 
Gentleman who keeps a Coach, and more 
| eſpecially when one has Buſineſs to tranſact, 
and ſtand in need of Friends. On Pretence 

of ſhewing his Politeneſs, Monſ. de n 5 | 
f uac 


* 
„ . . . -w- ᷣ 1 — Ä V 


Young Lady of Quality.” 247 _ 
Hllac handed the Ladies into their Apart- 
ment. He found out by this, they were 
Siſters, that they had a Law Suit depending 
at Paris, and ſhould only ſtay till it was 
determined, and then return to England, from 
whence they were arrived but about two 
Months. Upon that Information, he made 
great Proffers of his Service; telling them, 
all his Friends had the higheſt Repuration in 
the Parliament, that he would folicit for 
them himſelf, and they might always com- 
mand his Coach. They returned him many 
Thanks, and thus Things remained for this 
2.4 "aint n 

A few Days after, Monſ. de Tourbillac 
came again to pay his Reſpects to theſe 
Beauties. The exquiſite Whitene's of their - 
Skins, which was not to be equalled in Paris, 
and the many Charms' they were endowed 
with beſides, made him very anxious, for 
Fear of being ſupplanted. After much 
Application, he found himſelf not at all ad- 
vanced; it came into his Head, therefore, 
to try ſome more efficacious Scheme. He 
remarked, that the Miſs Slairzannes were 
not very eaſy ; he catch'd them often ſighing, 
though not for him; at laſt with a good 
deal of Dexterity he ſounded the Coaſt, and 
endeavoured to find out, if putting ſome 
rich Jewels into the Poſſeſſion of theſe beauu- 
tiful Fair · ones would not ſucceed better than 
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the gallant Speeches he had in vain thrown 
away upon them for four Months together. 
- One Day, as he was about to take his 

Leave, he cry'd out, 1 had like to have 
forgot an Affair of Conſequence I was: going 
about, to which he added a moſt flattering 
Compliment, as if he would have them to 
underſtand, he never thought of any Thing 
but them, while in their Company. With- 
out giving the Ladies Time to reply, he drew 
out of his Pocket a ſmall Ban · box, which 
contained a very fine Pearl Neck - lace, and 
a Croſs with Branches of Diamonds. There's 
ten-thouſand Crowns worth, ſaid he, which 
I bought Yeſterday of Le Pape; and pro- 
miſed to bring him the Money tor them to 
Day. Though I am never ſo happy as in 
your Company, Ladies, I would not on any 
Account forfeit my Word; pleaſe to do me 
the Favour therefore to lay by theſe Jewels 
for me till To- morrow, becauſe I ſhall ſpend 
the Evening abroad, and perhaps ſtay late, 
and one cannot ſoretel what may happen. 
The Miſs Hair zamnes abſolutely refuſed 
taking Charge of them, adviſing him to 
carry them Home. After debating for ſome 
Time, Tourbillac was obliged to give up the 
Cauſe, without being diſpleaſed at it. The 
next Viſit he made, he fancied himſelf better 
received than before, not doubting but the 
Sight of his Diamonds had greatly contri- 
buted to it. He ventured one dis. to 
| lay, 
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ſay, he bought: thoſe: Jewels on Purpoſe. for 
a Preſent. to them, not knowing how to de- 
clare it, for fear of giving Offence; but if 
they would accept of them, without further 
Ceremony, it was a Piece of Gallantry he 
ſhould; be very proud to perform. As Miſs 
de Slairzanne thought at firſt he was only 
joking, ſhe made a jeſt of his. Gallantry ; 
the youngeſt, being more ſprightly, told 
him, ſhe was not to be duped ſo, and would 
venture a Wager, was ſhe to take him at 
his Word, he would conſider. of it twice. 
Monſ. de Tourbillac, imagining the Belles 
ſnapt at the Bait, in his Turn, defied them 
to do their worſt, accept them if they dare. 
After a great deal of Altercation of this Sort; 
there's my Diamonds ſaid he; and that you 
may be convinced I did not impoſe upon 
E.. when I ſaid. they coſt ten- thouſand 
rowns, let us go together to a, Jeweller's, 
and if they are not worth that Money, I de- 
fire you would diſcard. me for ever, and be 
aſſured, there is nothing could make me 
more unhappyy. dne | 
The eldeſt Miſs de Slairzanne had a Mind 
to anſwer him in her ſerious Way, and bid 
her Siſter hold her Tongue, Who was run- 
ning on in the old Strain; but Teurbillac, 
infiited upon going to the Jeweller's, pre- 
tending his Honour was concerned. Theſe 
Ladies, either through Complaiſance, or 
perhaps becauſe 2 wanted to be better 
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5 ſatisfied, 
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_ ſatisfied, conſented. Three Jewellers agreed 
in'the Beauty and Goodneſs of the Jewels, 
. and all 'of them were of Opinion alfo, and 
declared, they would produce within a 
hundred-Piſtoles of their prime Coſt. 
After Tourbillac had brought theſe Ladies 
home again, he propoſed a Supper to them, 
which was rejected. The eldeſt reproached 
her Siſter a ſecond Time for being ſo giddy- 
headed, and laid the Blame upon her, who 
begged Pardon, promiſing never to behave 
fo any more; after which, the eldeſt took 
upon her to-read Monſ. de Tourbillac a long 
Lecture upon Honour and Reputation; this 
he thought was treating him with Contempt, 
and was fo piqued at it, he out of Spite left 
off viſiting them. 
About fifteen Days after, meeting them 
one Evening in the Palais-Royal, he could 
not help making them a reſpectful Bow en 
paſſant; they reproached him for not calling 
upon them in fo long a Time; he exculed 
himſelf, as a Man of no Confequence, un - 
willing to trouble Ladies with his idle Viſits: 
From one Word to another, they gave him 
at laft to underſtand, if they could depend 
upon his Diſcretion, they ſhould be glad to 
ſee him again. The Chevalier, judging from 
hence,- that his Abſence had forwarded his 
Project, put on a modeſt Aſſurance; and faid, 
Will you permit me to talk to you without 
a Riddle ? In ſhort, the fineſt Woman, —— 
5% [34 $877 &* 1 ay 
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Day in Paris, is now ready to take the Dia- 
monds you have refuſed; though the Bu- 
ſineſs is concluded, and 1 have promiſed to 


ſup with her to Night, nevertheleſs, if you 


will accept them, I ſhall make no Scruple 
of diſappointing her. Miſs Slairzanne pauſed: 


a while, but, ey the cunning Tour- 
e 


Billac was preparing to leave them, aſked if 
he had the Diamonds about him. No, ſaid 
he, they are at my Locgings, but I'll go 


fetch them; I ſuppoſe I ſhall find you here, 
and you may be conſidering in the mean 


Time, how they ſhall be diſpoſed of. 

They wanted no further Explanation. 
When he returned about a Quarter of an 
Hour aſter, they got into his Coach with- 
out any Scruple, ſupp'd with him, and the 
Diamonds were delivered. The Story does 
not diſcover to which of them, that is ſtill 
a Miſtery. But it is certain, the Ladies 


were in ſome Diſtreſs, and went the next 


Day to a Lapidaries, who promiſed to buy 


them at a hundred Piſtoles Loſs. After an 


Examination, he rejected them, as being 
falſe: Theſe unfortunate Girls thought this 
Man out of his Senſes, ' and went to two 
others, who returned the : fame Anſwers, 


owning at the ſame Time, that they were 
extremely well imitated. Frighted to the 


laſt Degree, and ſuſpecting the Truth of 
the Adventure, they go again to other Jew- 
ellers. What could they ſay more? They 
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were convinced of their being Dupes to 
Monſ. de Tourbillac. It is — 2 they 
would endeavour for an Opportunity to be 
revenged. In Spite of all their Secrecy, on 
Story has got Wind ; but 
the moſt cruel Thing, is, that this diſhoneſt. 
Man (for can one call him by any other 
Name) has ruined the Reputation of theſe 
poor Girls who lived in good Repute before, 
but ate now often pointed at, and perhaps 
may be obliged, — or later, to confirm 

the bad Opinion the World have of their 

Virtue. This is the Subſtance of the Story, 

as Madam de Geneve! related it, excepting 

the many witty Turns and fprightly Sallies 

ſhe threw in to embellifh it, which I am but 

too conſcious I have not the Art to imitate. 

This Adventure ſtruck me. I caſt an Eye 

on my Mother, who underſtood perfectly 
well what I meant. However, as Madam 

de Geneval was by, we ſaid nothing, but de- 

terred ſatisfying ourſelves to a proper Op- 

portunity. We ſat down to a Party at 

Quadrule with the Marquis de Sherling, who 

came in very à propos, and after Cards went 

to Supper, and made a very gay Repaſt of 

it; our neu Friend, was not wanting in 

ſprightly. Furns, and the Marquis, though 

in Love, was not behind Hand. At Twelve, 

the Marquis waited upon Madam de Geneva! 
home. As ſoon as my Mother and I were 
"00S we began n and it * 1 | 
d ifficult 
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at our Diſcourſe. 
My Mother ſent me to fetch my Jewels, — N 

yu examined them very attentively, ſhes * 


Young Lach I N,, 
difficult. Matter to gueſs. 


of Opinion, they were not mine, and 
tha certainly, notwithſtanding the Proof 
which I fuſtazned-were made of them before 
my own Eyes, they muſt undoubtedly be 
changed, and I was the Abbor's Dupe a 
ſecond Time. The better to-clear up this 
Point, Madam de St. Preuil made me repeat 
the Tranſaction. When ſhe found, I did 
not receive the Diamonds again, the Mo- 
ment the Jeweller had — them to be 
good, ſhe never doubted in the leaſt, but 
the Abbot, in getting into the Coach, had 
certainly ſubſtituted ſome: Counterteits, that 
were made for that Purpoſe, in the room 
of them, Pr with this Opinion, 
which 1 thought a very: probable one, ſhe 
aſſured, me, ſhe- would the very next Day be 

ſatisfied, and bid me therefore, as ſoon as 
L Was Rirring i in the Morning, dreſs myſelf, 
intending to have them examined by the beſt 

Judges and if ſhe had a juſt Foundation 
tor — Suſpicion, ſhe would take an effectuab 
Method, to oblige that Villain of a Prieſt 
to make Satisfaction. Not to trouble you 
with more Circumſtances, which would only 
tire your Patience, let it ſuffice that I tell 
you, in ſhort, the Diamonds proved to be 
talſe. The Marquis de Sherling, who was 
adviſed with n _ n undertook 
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to attack Abbot Trainaſſeau. It became a 
very ſerious Affair. He denied the Fact, 
and threatened in his Turn, if Things were 
puſhed any further, he would make ſuch 
Diſcoveries, we ſhould for ever repent our 
having troubled him. The Marquis, with- 


of doing what he ſaid) ſwore, if he dare be 
ſo wicked to reveal the Secrets committed 
to him on the Confeſſional Seat, he would 
himſelf be his Aceuſer, and have him burnt. 
In ſnort, he found out the Secret of terrify- 
ing him in ſuch a Manner, that the falſe 
Devout was confounded. The Marquis 

ceived it, and kept him under till? he had 


| humbled: him ſo, he brought him his 
Purpoſe. In fine, he made him return Part 


of . Jewels, the reſt being diſpoſed of, for 


Livers down upon the Nail. 
However well fatisfied my Mother was 

with the Turn this Affair had taken, ſhe 

could not help owning to the Marqu's, ſhe 


was afraid the Abbot would ſooner or later 


endeavour to find an Opportunity to be re- 
venged. The Marquis aſſured us, he durſt 
not attempt it, having put the Raſcal into 
ſo fine a Panic, he would never dare to have 
2 Diſpute with him again. 


This Buſineſs thus coarkades,- 1 found 
myſelf eaſier than I had ever been, and be- 
gan to think of my having neglected re- 
ry 


ewe * ahi eas 


 outfſeeming to regard theſe Bravados (though 
at the Bottom, fear'd the Rogue was capable 


which he obliged him to pay ten thouſand 
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turning Thanks to Heaven, as a 
Chriſtian ought, and thought I ſhould give 
muy Mother much 'Pleaſure, by reminding 
her of the great Impatience ſhe ſhewed to 
be known to Father K.. . . But, how 
aſtoniſhed was I, when ſhe told me; I need 
only take my Woman to accompany me! 
her Opinion about that Matter was changed. 
As ſhe had been a Dupe to the Abbot 
Trainaſſeau, ſhe did not think of having 
another appointed Director, that ſhe was 
undeceived, and would henceforward take 
her Chance for one, being moſt agreeable to 
her preſent Way of thinking, intending to 
be independent for the future, ſhe would not 
put it in the Power of any il|-natured Prieſt 
to be her Governor. e 

I did not then know Madam de St. Preui 
well enough not to be greatly ſurprized at 
ſo prodigious a Change. My Amazement 
was ſo apparent ſhe diſcovered it. Don't 
imagine Daughter, ſaid, ſhe, that T have no 
Religion left, that would be doing me In- 
Juſtice ; but it is your Adventure has given 
me ſo great a Diſguſt to theſe faſhionable 
Directors, I have taken a Reſolution to have 
nothing to do with any one of that Frater- 
nity while F live. They are in general very 
inquiſitive People; they take upon them to 
govern Families, to pry into all their Secrets, 
which when they have once diſcovered, they 
play the Tyrant; nothing is to be trahſacted 

$44] without 


may perhaps wear it away z but be that as 
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without their Advice, or more proper 
without their Permiſſion. I am ſtill 1 
frighted with the Abbot 7. bangt s Threats, 
L cannot help retaining a very ſtrong Re- 
ſentment. Time, which deſtroys all Things, 


it may, my Reſolution is unalterable. With 
regard 8 © gs be your gyn Miſtreſs, act 
as you pleaſe, nothing ought to be freer than 
Conſcience; and I am very certain, had I 
leſs Love for you, I never could. put a Re- 
ſtraint upon your's. Nevertheleſs, if you 
would think ſeriouſly, and credit what I ſay, 
pow may not Judge amiſs in following my 
and by that Means, it is poſſible, 
ene e Ne 
Though I was ve ble. much. might 
have been ſaid by Way of Anſwer to all 
Madam de St. Preuil now advanced, I feigned 
myſelf of her Opinion, but the Sentiments 
of my Heart were always the ſame; for, as 
in the Diforders of — Body, a Phyſician, 
who. knows our Conſtitution, is preferable 
to a Stranger; ſo a Director we are accuſ- 
tomed to is much more capable of preſcribing 
2 Remedy for our Errggs, than he that is 
unacquainted with our Heart. My Mother 
ſeemed extremely well ſatisfied, imagining 
ſhe had brought me over to her Opinion. 
After Dianer, my Mother's Attorney coming 
in — — I was left alone with the 


ions, * . who had Agnes: too 


long 


A 
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long for ſuch. an Opportunity not to improve 
it, Miſs, ſaid he, drawing as near as poſ- 
ſible, permit me to make Uſe of this Op- 
portunity, I have been wiſhing for more than 
twelve Months, only to enquire how your 
Heart ſtands affected towards me; for, be 
aſſured, you are the abſolute Miſtreſs of mine. 
I ſhall never forget, Sir, the Obligations I 
am under to you, replied, I, ſmiling; I al- 
ways was, and ever ſhall be, very ſenſibſe 
of their Values and you cannot doubt m 
ever retaining a moſt grateful Remembrance 

ü of them. Ah Mils ! interrupted the Mar- ( 
quis, you talk to me of Gratitude, when-L 
am ſpeaking to you of Love! I efteem ita 
great Happineſs to have had it in my Power 
to prove: my; Attachment; and, if my Af- 
fiſtance has been of any Service, J ſhall: think: 
myſelf amply rewarded, But it is nat worth 
naming, and therefore, if you; pleaſe, we 
will ay no more about it. May I, from 
the moſt aſſiduous Application, dictated by 
the ſincereſt Paſſion, hope to arrive one Day. 
at the Happineſs of pleaſing you? That 
Miſs, is my only Aim, added the Marquis, 
with as languiſhing Air. Though my 
Tongue has never mentioned it before, my 
Eyes have declared it a thouſand Times. 
May I hope, you are not diſpleaſed witch 
my Paſſion?? Will you condeſcend to explain 
yourſelf? On your Reply my klappinels 
depends. G& all wor 0157 190 
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I found myſelf greatly embarraſſed by ſo 
peremptory a Declaration. I was very ſen · 
fible of the great Regard I ought to have 
for the Marquis de Sherling, on Account of 
the many Obligations I owed him. To 
_ flatter him with Hopes, would make him 
more "preſſing than ever; beſides, I knew 
not how to difſemble, and he underſtood the 
World too well to be long impoſed upon, 
| m affecting to ſpeak a Language foreign 

from my Heart. Fo tell him plainly, I 
eould not partake of his Love, would not 
that abandon him to Deſpair? Since he ſo 
abſolutely aſſured me, upon my Anſwer de- 
- pended” his Repoſe. I therefore took the 

only Method I thought 2 revent- the 
_ engaging myſelf. - I am ſo entirely ignorant, 
| 1 to diſcourſe on luck s Sort of 
Propoſals, that T find it very difficult to 
give you a reaſonable Anſwer. Tou know 
better than any Body, Sir, that I have never 
been in the World. You talk to me a Lan- 
guage, of which I am perfectly ignorant. I 


know nothing more of Love than the Name; 


and ſhall endeavour, to continue unacquainted 
with its Influence ſo long as I live. I have 
been told a thouſand Times how dangerous 
It is, and the Pleaſures it procures are mixed 
with ſo much Gall that.. Beautiful Agnes, 
you have not been impoſed upon, reply'd 
the Marquis with great Vivacity, ſhould 


7 LY 
wo . 


reſign up your Heart to an unworthy. ' 
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Lover, void of Tenderneſs and Sincerity, it 
would be. ſuch a miſguided Paſſion, as often 
makes Life miſerable; but when founded on 
Eſteem, and the Motives proceed from 
Reaſon, Honour, and every agreeable Re- 
quiſite, what charming Tranſports does it 
not beſtow ! it brings fach real Satisfaction, 
no anxious Cares can diſturb its Joys, all is 
Rapture and Delight; yoo are conducted 
into ſuch a State of true Felicity, as nothing 
is 1 7 of altering, when Virtue crowns 
the Fire which Love has kindled. _ 
The Arrival of Meſſ. de St. Preuils, who 
came to fee my Mother, happily interrupted 
a Converſation, which began to make me 
very uneaſy. They immediately fell into a 
rallying Strain, upon ſurprizing us Tete-a- 
tete. St. Clair, who was very ſprightly, ſaid 
to his Brother, Pll wager with you, before 
ſix Months are paſſed, we ſhall be obliged 
to make the Marquis de Sherling and my 
Siſter the Compliment of a handſom Pre- 
ſent. Indeed reply'd M. de St. Preuil, for 
my own Part, I ſhall be heartily glad to do 
it; and I, cry'd the Marquis, (embracing 
firſt one, and then the other) ſhall joyfully 
accept it, I ſwear from the Bottom of my 
Soul; to which, my little Siſter, ſaid St. 
Clair, will anſwer with all Humility, Hea- 
ven's will be done. Yes, reply'd I, in every 
Thing that may not occaſion my being ſe- 
perated from my Mother, Nothing * 
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be better anſwered, Siſter, added M. de 5. 
Preuil, I admire you for it much; my Mo- 
ther may be left, but then Matters may be 
ſo contrived, and the Marquis has too good 
an Underſtanding not to know how. This 
Converſation was interrupted by a Footman, 
who came to inform Meſſ. de St. Preuil, my 
Mother wanted to ſpeak. with them. S. 
Clair, pinching me by. the Arm, as he was 
going out, miſchievouſly told me, when he 
returned he ſhould make me charter. 1 
anſwered him in the ſame Stile, telling him, 
I ſhould put bis Curioſity on the Stretch, 
and he would not ſo eaſily find me out, as, 
he imagine. | 
The Marquis, who began to think, was 
he to behave in a more jocoſe merry Strain, 
it might ſucceed better with me than in Sen- 
timents perhaps tao. ſerious for one of my 
Age, ſaid, he knew an admirable Way to 


- 


5 punith St. Clair for his Rallery. I gave ſo 


know. no better Method than not to mind 

Him. No, let us ſeem to be very much upon 
qur Guard, continued the Marquis, and he 
Will faney he has carryed his Point, and got 
the Advantage; then, to provoke him, 1 
will make a mighty ſerious Affair of every 
Thing he has advanced, that he ſhall be very 


doubtful what to think of the Matter. One 


wink of the Eye to Madam de St. Preuil 


ittle Attention to him, reply'd I, that I 
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take the Hint, upon which, I ſhall amuſe 
her with ſach Diſcourſe, as will make them 
imagine our Marriage concluded, and that 
we have nothing further to conſider of, but 
when, and where. Though ſuch a Suppo- 
fition was no real Joy to me, I could not 
help thinking the Marquis's Scheme might 
prove entertaining; and as I never imagined 
what would be the Conſequence, I was the 
firſt ro ſupport the Suppoſſtion by a Behavi- 
our which confirmed it. The Marquis play'd 
his Part ſo well, and Ifeconded it in ſuch a 
Manner, St. Clair was taken in. Madam, 


cry'd he, directing his Diſcourſe to my Mo- 


ther, I can never forgive you. What truly! 
my Siſter is on the Brinks of Matrimony, 
and it has been kept private from us to this 
Moment. I am very much provoked. I 
don't know what my Brother thinks of the 
Matter, but for my own Part, was I con- 


vinced of the Fact, that little jade ſhould go 


without my wedding Compliment, With 
Reſpect to the Marquis de Sherling, that's 
another Affair; he certainly ought not to 
reveal a Secret that was to be concealed from 
us; I ſhould have behaved in the ſame 
Manner in his Place ; and to convince him 
I ſpeak as I think, I embrace him withal 
my Heart, deſiring, when he is my Brother- 
in-Law, to preſerve the ſame Sentiments he 
1 honoured me with while he was my 

riend, | 


M. de © 
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M. de St. Preuil, being of a more ſerious 
Turn, required better Proofs of the Matter 
before he explained himſelf. - St. Clair's Vi- 
vacity gave me ſuch Pleaſure, I was willing 
to ſee the Comedy out, and by anſwering 
with a timorous Air, and making many eva- 
five Excuſes, they were at laſt both catched 
in the ſame Trap. Madam de St. Preuil, 
perceiving how much this Scene amuſed me, 
and finding it herſelf very diverting, took 
my Part, pretending ſhe had certain good 
Reaſons for keeping this Buſineſs a Secret, 


Ada and poſitively forbad me ſpeaking of it, till 


her Attorney had ſettled ſome Difficulties 
which embarraſſed the Contract. To con- 
clude, Meſſ. de &. Preuil were now con- 
vinced; but, inſtead of complaining that 
we dealt unfriendly by them on this Occa- 
fion, they behaved very reſpectfully to my 
Mother, and to me like good Brothers, 
aſſuring us, gothing could make them ca- 
pable of being wanting in any Thing that 
regarded either her or me. My Mother, 
who was greatly moved with theſe Proofs 
of their Tenderneſs and Reſpect, embraced 
them both with great Affection, telling them, 
the Marquis and I contrived this Pleaſantry, 
to extricate ourſelves from the Embarraſl- 


ment they had thrown us into. What, my 


little Siſter ! cry'd. Sz. Clair, is it thus you 
banter your dear Brothers; very well, Miſs, 
.1 will this Inſtant contrive a Way to puniſh 

7 0 | you. 
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ſtantial Proof of her Tenderneſs. After ſhe 
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fou. Believe me, my dear Mother, Miſz | 
de St. Preuil ſhall have no Reaſon to brag 


of her having trepanned us; 1 think we here | 
preſent have ſufficient Power to make or 


marr this Marriage z and if the Marquis 


conſents, that this Rallery ſhall turn to 
Reality. If I conſent! interrupted the 
Marquis in a Tranſport, I would give the 
World to have it accompliſhed. - O by all 
Means ſaid St. Clair; if that's the Caſe, my 
Mother has nothing to do but ſay the Word. 
I give my Conſent withal my Heart, reply'd 
Madam de St., Preuil very ſeriouſly. I have 
always had a very great Eſteem for the 
Marquis; he knows it, and if any Thing 
concerns me in this Affair, it is my Daugh- 
ter's not having Fortune enough. The Mar- 
quis reply'd like a Man over · head - and-ears 
in Love. For my Part, I, who till this 
Moment had been amuſed with the Thing 
as a Matter of Joke, began to be greatly per- 
ben No ſooner did St. Clair perceive it, 
ut he returned to the Charge, prateſting, 
he was over: jayed at having contributed to 
my Happinels., _ hcl Hons 
My Mother, who believed the Trouble I 
appeared to be in proceeded from a Con- 
ſciouſneſs of having diſſembled with her, in 
regard to the Inclination ſhe thought I had 
for the Marquis de Sherling, with a friendly 
Smile, ſaid, ſhe was going to give me a ſub- 


had 


— 
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| had ſaid this; taking the Marquis's hand, 
the conducted him into her Cloſet. 

By what I can perceive, ery'd M de St, 
Prall, placing himſelf down by me, as S7. 
Clair had already done, here is an Affair 
| ready to be conſummated. I know: Madam 
de Si. Prenil is of a Diſpoſition not to let it 
remain long in Hand. Well! I am charmed 
with it, you could not be better married, 
either fot _ or Fortune. The Marquis 
de Sberling enjoys an Eſtate in Landof twenty- 
thouſand 28 a Tear; his two Uncles 
will bequeath him as much at their Death; 
he poſſeſſes ſix - thouſand from the Crown, 
and is on the Point of being made a General 
Officer. If we had picked out a Man on 


, we could not have found a better. 


As to his Character, the Marquis is adored; 
he is generous, beneficent, and of ſo amiable 
a Turn, he acquires new Friends daily. The 
Court and /Miniftry will have him promoted, 
as well as the General Officers, who make a 
Point of it. What may he not expect? 
For my Part, I am inchanted with his De- 


claration. Indeed, I ſuſpected ſomething 


from his great Aſnduity, but I never flattered 
myſelf the Buſineſs was ſo· far advanced; nor 
can I tell yet how to reconcile” Matters. As 


for me, cry'd St. Clair, I never doubted it; 


did we ever come without finding the Mar- 
quis here? And I have obſerved a hundred 
3 ſuch again Looks, as con- 


vinced 
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will honeſtly own] the Truth, I'll venture a 
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vinced me, it muſt be Love. If my Siſter 


Wager, ſhe has known it a good while. See, 
Brother, the reddens ; does not that con- 
vince you? Can one have a ſurer Token? 
I am- afraid, Gentlemen, | replied 1, being 


more and more concerned, it is dangerous 


to offend ye; you won't ſlip any Opportu- 


nity of Revenge; and I could take mine, 


by letting you remain in your Error; but I 
love ye too well to diſpute any longer; pray 
let us finiſn this Foolery: I tremble, to think 


it has been puſhed ſo far, and I heartily re- 


pent, that I ever gave any Room for it. 


What, Siſter! interrupted M. de St. Preuil, 


are we to queſtion it ſeriouſly. Behold, cry'd 
H. Clair, burſting forth into a violent Laugh, 


ſhe is determined to keep up the Joke to the 


laſt. No, my dear Brother, interrupted 1 
eagerly, I am very far from having any 
Thoughts of Matrimony ; I proteſt ſolemaly, 


J have an extreme Repugnance to it; and 
ſince I myſt declare it, I have made a Vow 


to continue ſingle all my Life. Very good, 
reply'd M. de St. Preuil, it will be no dif- 


ficult Matter to diſſolve that Vow. I hope 
you have too good an Underſtanding to 


refuſe the preſent Offer. In ſhort, whether 
you have a Mind to laugh or not, it is cer- 
tain, che Marquis has demanded you in 


proper Form. But you ſpeak ſo. very ſeri- 


ouſly, I muſt believe you; however, do not 
2 Win 1 deceive 
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and approved of the Propoſa 


to do nothing raſhly ; if you don't contrive 


Tou, who have hitherto ſhewed me all ima- 


Strain he had carried on till now, to ſhew 


this Adventure. But, I don't ſee, continued 
be, how we can prevent ig, I am of my 


deceive yourſelf ; Things are gone farthee 
than you imagine; and I will vemure any 
Wager, my Mother is now Sunny. ſettli 

the Affair of your Marriage. If ſo; 
will you dare to contradict her, and refuſe a 
Man of the Marquis de 's DifſtinQion, 
who is our Friend, a Perſon you like ſo well, 
before us all ? 
Tou will, 1 ſe make your Excuſe, by 
ſaying, it was in Jeſt; but ogra 63 0 
elf, my dear Sifter, with the Hopes 


coming off ſo. every Day, + "tn 
the _— ſerious kc happens every : 


evious „ * _— —— well 
ded as this; . importan 
Things, N. — in Jeſt. M. de &. 
euil, faid ing, you — to 
diſtract one, for en's Sake; go Into 
my Mother's Cloſet, whiſper her in the Far 


ſome Means to put a Stop to this Marriage, 
I ſhall be the moſt miſerable Creature living. 


ginable Kindneſs, will not, ſurely, now 
contribute to my Unhappineſs. 1 had too 
ſorrowful Took, not to — my Bro- 
thers of my Sincerity. St. Clair, who was 
excesding fond of me, left off the rallying 


his Concern for having been the Cauſe of 


Brother's 
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every Thing, it will be next to an Im 
bility to make her alter her Reſolution. ' The 
we owe the Marquis 4% $herling, 
will cut us off ſhort; we cannot pretend to 
to him; all we can do, provided my 
Brother thinks it adviſeable, is, to talk with 


Madam de St. Preuil. Iconſent to it, with 


all my Heart; reply'd my eldeſt Brother, 
muſing, but I very much fear, it will ſignify 
nothing. Hark ye me, cry'd &. Clair, 1 

have thought of an in Expedlent; The Mar- 


quis de Sherling is a Man of ſtrict Honour, 


and to all Appearance perfectiy adores my 
Siſter; let her talk to Minn apart, hut not 
provake him by an abſolute Refuſal; onfy 
defire 10 defer it for a Year or two! to deter- 
mine herſelf That will be giving him ſuch 
hopes, as he will readily agree to, for fear 
of diſobliging her; and leave the reſt to 
Time. At chis Inſtant the Marquis and 
my Mother appeared again. We have ſet- 
tled every Th. 
great Satisfaction; and I'll venture any Wa 
ger ye wilb all be pleaſed. I told the Mar- 
quis, the Concetn it would be to part with 
my Daughter, and he was ſo complaiſant to 
propoſe> living with us; we have therefore 


agreed to hire the next Houſe, and a Com- 


munication may very ealily be opened be- 
"en 4 er this, We will make it very 
Wo RE commo- 


Brother's Opinion, if my Mother has fixed 


I 


263 The MEMIROS" gf 2 
commodious, in ſo much, we hall be like 


one and the ſame Family 
_ 4; While my Mother was entering 10 | 
the. — this Diſpoſition, the Mar. 


quis, perceiving the Tears were in my Eyes, 
changed his Place very eagerly, and came 
to aſk me, what could occaſion the Chagrin 


he ſaw in my Countenance. Feeling myſelf 
oppreſſed with the Weight of my Grief, and 


aſhamed to let it burſt — Icbſe up, telling 
him, 1 was indiſpoſed, and had an Inclina- 
tion to take a Turn into the Garden. He 
followed me; there is ſome Miſtery, Miſs, 
in this ſudden Indiſpoſition, ſaid he; ſhall [ 
be ſo unhappy as;notcto-have-you'a Partner 
of my Joy, or are you concerned at thoſe 


favourable Diſpoßitions towards the Compfe- 


tion of my Happineſs ? Shall I be deceived, 


Mliſs, continued he, ſtruck with my Silence; 
have I flattered myſelf in vain? Pray anſwer 
me. I cannot longer remain thus cruelly in 


Suſpence. 


In ſhorts: if you have any Re- 


pugnance 0 the making me ba ppyz own it 


with your uſual Siticerity, 1. "My — is too 
delicate, ever to give you. Cauſe to reproac 
me for abuſing your Confidence, or to have 


7 any Thing to apprehend from my Behaviour. 


This Declaration was a great Relief to my 
Anxiety. I determined. therefore to take 
the Advantage of this favourable Opportu- 


nity, and explain myſelf without any er, 


n Indeed, Sir, ſaid I, . am Wu 
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at the Thoughts of Matrimony 3 and if 
po” ro the Aſtar, it will be greatly agaiof] 
my Inclination- The Reaſons for my de- 
leg to defer it, is, what I dare ſay you. 
cannot enter into! I have already told you, 
know no other Sentiments but "thoſe of 
Eſteem 3; and F will add farther, you are he, 
of all Mankind, for whom J have the greateſt. 
Jam as ſenſible as I can be of the Honour 
you intended me, and find myſelf greatly 
mortified in not being fo grateful'as I ought.” 
Give me Time to do you the Juſtice I owe 
you ; perhaps, in a few Years, when I have 
more Underſtanding, I may make ſuch a 
Return as is due- to your Goodneſs. I un- 
derſtand you, Mis, interrupted the Marquis, 
with a penſive Look, this is tantaliſing me 
with a diſtant Hope, only to get rid of a 
troubleſome Lover, whom you hate. No, 
Sir, reply'd I, very quick. I am greatly 
moved at the Uneafineſs I give a Gentleman, 
fo worthy to be beloved. I do not hate, 
but on the contrary, feel a moſt tender Friend- 
ſhip for you, and J am in great Doubt, 
whether that Love, you have ſo often men- 


* 


tioned to me, is ſuſceptible of any other | 


Sentiments. If J am miſtaken, and you 
will take the Trouble to inſtruct me better, 
I proteſt T ſhall, not take it amiſs. 
This Anſwer was ſo flattering to the Mar- 
quis? s Hopes, he thanked me with as much 
ranſport, as if I had given him an abſolute 
Domes N 3 Promiſe, 
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Promiſe, or declared I began to love him. 
He attempted indeed to renew his former 
Addreſſes; but, upon my remonſtrating to 
him, that his kind Complaiſance, on this 
Occafion, perſuaded. me much more than 
all his Prateſtations, he promiſed to wait as 


long as 1 pleaſed, provided I would confirm 


his Hopes, and give my Word never to be 
another s. As I had nothing in my Head 


at this Time could occaſion. my objecting to 


an Engagement of that Sort; I gave him 
my Promiſe, with that Air of Sincerity, he 
readily believed me. His Countenance was 
now quite ſerene, and he ſaid ſuch obliging 
Things, as convinced me, not only of his 
Love, but his higheſt Regard. _ 

As we were returning back down the 
Walk, Madam de St. Prewl and my Brothers 
came to meet us. I judged by their exa- 
mining. Looks, they were endeavouring to 
read our Reſolutions. Both the Marquis 


and myſelf, appearing more eaſy than before 


we went into the Garden; they at once ima- 
gined, I had hearkened to Reaſon, and that 


the Marquis now triumphed over all my 


Objections. Meſſ. de &. Preuil were very 
impatient to know what had paſſed. They 
ro ſoonet ſaw my Mother turn down another 
Alley along with the Marquis, but they 
began to queſtion me. I related to them 
very ſincerely our Whole Conference. They 
wiſhed me Joy, but nevertheleſs ae 
| 1 © A ame 
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blamed me, for ſlighting a Buſineſs of ſuch 


Conſequence, and not knowing my on In- 


tereſt better. They afterwards told me, their 
Conjectures proved true; for I had no ſooner 
left them, but they began to diſpute abour 
my Marriage, which threw my. Mother into 
a violent Paſſion, and upon their adviling 


her to do nothing precipitately, ſhe down 


right quarrelled with them, imagining they 
had ſome private Motives for oppoſing ſuch 
a Match as, ſhe ſaid, I ſhould never have 
port. would, have made-me 
exceſſively uneaſy, had not the Marquis con- 
ſented. to my Propoſal ; but I knew him too 
well to queſtion his being wanting to me on 


any Account. Whilſt we were talking, my 


Muſick Maſter appeared. Though I was 
in no Humour for ſinging, I would not ſend 
him away. He was recommended to us by 
Madam de Gene val, for whom I began to 
have a very great Friendſhip ;. beſides, he 
lived at a Diſtance, and I was {crupulous 
about making him loſe his Labour. 
1 ſhall break off awhile, my Princeſs, to 
make you acquainted with this Muſician. 1 
know very well, droll Pictures amuſe you; 


beſides, you will meet with him again in 


ſome of theſe Adventures, where I have 
2 part, M. de Beimolet was one of the moſt 
celebrated Maſters in Paris ; People of the 
eateſt Diſtinction had their Children taught 
him. His Profeſſion brought him in 
| N 4 above 
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above one hundred and fifty thouſand Livers 
annually, beſides Preſents and Chriſt mas- 
boxes,” which enabled him to keep a very 


handſom Equipage, and to be yy in good 


Tune. 
Before 1 give you any Acebunt of his 
Way of thinking (which is ſo ſingular he 


has not his Fellow) I ſhall deſcribe his Fi- 
gure. He was low in Stature, very lean, 


and mounted on two Legs like an Oſtrich; 
his Head was a ſharp Oval; his Eyes were 


Piece of Carved-work, his F ace; but, their 
perpetual Languiſh was all in all, which 


made him ſeem paſſionately in Love with 


every Object, whatever they were, which 
preſented. His Eye-brows were two Semi- 


Circles, whoſe parallel Thickneſs appeared 


as if marked out by a Compaſs. His Noſe 


| occupied almoſt one thirdof his Countenance, 


it was large, - thick and turned up with a 
Sort of fleſhy Excreſſences, that formed a 
kind of Eneulllaare; his two Noſtrils were 
carved like the'Meſaic Windows-of a Gothic 


Cathedral. His Mouth was ſmall, there 


being but a very little Space for it; the ex- 
tremity of his Viſage was ſo ſharp, it ſerved 
as a'Prop to the Cheeks,” which, in ſpite of 
the Leanneſs we mentioned before, were high 
and round, his Under. lip and Chin were 


jumbled together and finiſhed this curious 
. Whatever Art N. de Beimolit uſed 
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large; and the Brightneſs of that curious 
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to conceal as much as poſſible from the Eyes: 
ef the Public his vaſt Forehead, it looked 
to be three Times larger than the reſt of his 
Face. Being ſenſible of this Defect in Point 
of Symmetry, and very jealous about his Dreſs, 
be commonly wore a Patch big enough, 
which reſembled the Sun in a central E- 
elipſe, and appeared like a little Ball in that 
ſtupendous canopy the Sky. I will not un- 
dertake to deſcribe the reſt of his Perſon, 


becauſe it would ingroſs too much of your 


Time; I ſhall therefore proceed directly to 
his Mind, and, according to my Promiſe, 
acquaint you with his, Ridirulouſneſs. 
His predominant Foible was, the ima- 
gining himſelf ſprung from illuſtrious Blood, 
though all the World knew his Father was 
a Wheel-wright. He pretended his Mother 
was only his Nurſe; and that ſome: Time 
or other he ſhould procure à certain Inſight 
into the Grandeur of his Birtb. The, gaod 
Woman, before her Death, endeavoured to 
cure him of this Chimera, but all in vain; 
This Vanity, proved in ſome Meaſure of 
Service to him, and puſnhed him on to be- 
come ſo; eminent as he was, for, (according 
to the high Opinion he eonceived of himſelt) 
he thought it a great Indignity to aſſociate 
with his Interiors. He had like one Day 
to have thrown himſelf out of his on Win- 
dow. A Farmer General, who wanted to 
have his Daughter learn to Gogs: being.acci- 
i I dentally 
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dentally at a Place, over againſt where Bei- 
molet lived, went to him, and deſired he 
would come the following to his Houſe, 
and give his Daughter a Leſſon. Before 
agreeing upon any Thing, M. de Bermolet, 
aſked who the Scholar was that he 4? 
My Daughter, reply*d the Farmer General. 
That is not the Queſtion, Sir, anfwered the 
Muſician ; is ſhe & Perſon of Condition? 
_ How's this! interrupted the Financer, muſt 
the prove her Nobility before ſhe learns to 
ing? No certainly, cry'd Beimolet, there 
are fave hundred Maſters in Paris, who are 
75 ſo curious; but I, who ger mor ey 
J am, don't care to demean - 
ing ſcoundre] Company e fas 
- thoſe whom I morally — 12 to be of Qua- 
lity. If that's the Caſe, continued the Far- 
mer General, you —_— will not go to a 
Financer's./ - Heaven pr me! inter- 
rupted Brimoler, be better informed, Sir, 
upon what Footing I am in the World, and 
you will find, I never have any Thing to 
do with ſuch ſtupid Cits. The Farmer 
General was ſo. "fended at this inſolent 
Anſwer, he was to knock down Bei 
2 who wu no Paltroon, but directiy 
apped his Hand upon his Sword, and called 

— — x fer. inancier, for fear the 
Impertinence ſhould be carried any farther, 
thought it moſt prudent to retire. — 
ont Part of the Story is, the Fi 5 
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is ſo piqued at the whole Profeſſion, that 
notwithſtanding his being very fond of Mu- 
ſick, he never ſince — endure to hear 
any 3 and though his Daughter has a very 
earneſt Deſire to learn, he cannot be mow 
ſuaded to give his Conſent. 

To. return. again. to my Muſick Maſter, 
he had, alſo the Madneſs to imagine, that 
many of his Scholars were ſecretly, in Love 
with him. If accidentally in ſinging, any 
one of them caſt an Eye towards him, he 


immediately conſtrued it, as a private Inu- 


endo; then would he ſigh, and look con- 
fuſed, and if he was aſked what ailed him, 
he generally anſwered by ſinging ſome little 
Opera 2 Heart was engaged. 
and that he piqued himſelf on ais eternal 
Conſtancy. 
Before "Madam de Granite 3 


this Maſter to me, ſhe informed , us of his 


Frenzy, which my Mother diſregarded, as 
it was no Impediment to his teaching me 
perfectly well, nor his having a very good 
Taſte and being well reſpected ; 4 — ſerved to 
entertain us now and then, by Way of Co- 
medy, for, by treating him Nike a Man of | 
Diſtinction, 2 infatuated him, and occaſi - 


oned him to put on ſuch lofty Airs, as 


1333 greatly amuſed us. 
My. Mother coming in before my [efibn 


was finiſhed, I roſe up to receive her, and 
rn my Muſick Maſter, SY. 
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the ſame Time, that her Countenance was 
more reſerved”; than uſual; I perceived too, 
with Concern” ſhe avoided my Looks, and 


the Marquis endeavoured to catch them; 
from whence it was natural to conclude, 
they had been talking about me, and that I 


was. not ſo. much in Madam de St. Preuil's 
good Graces as I was in the Marquis de 


Sberling s, and might expect a Lecture from 


her When the Company were gone. This 
Notion was Matter of great Uneaſineſs, 
and made me wiſh heartily for Company, 


or that my Brothers would ſtay to Supper. 
L attempted to engage them, but unluckily 


had an Appointment, and went pre- 
ſently after with the Marquis to a Rendezvous 


at the Opera. 


We were now left hae. I was afraid to 
open the Scene. Madam de Si. Preuil ſeem'd 


thaughtful, and as cold as Ice. I took 


ſome Muſlin out of my Work- bag, with a 
Defign to flower it, and employ my Eyes, 
the better to keep my Countenance; but 


my Mother, perceiving- it, ordered me to 


lay my Work aſide, for ſne wanted to talk 
I directly imagined the Marriage 
was coming the Tapis again, which 
made me attend with Fear and Trembling. 
peared to be irritated, 
ſhe however ſoftened the Tone of her Voice. 
You know, my Child, ſaid ſhe,. how ten- 
n I have brought you up; 1 don't Niere : 
9 the re 
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chere is a — in in Paris has gien a 
Daughter ſuch convincing Proofs of her? 
Love. I doubt not of your r being throbghly 
ſatisfied” of it, whenever vou reflect on- the 
infinite Confidenee I repoſed in you. And 
in the laſt Place, the 'Diſpofition I made 
was entirely to ſerve you. How often have 
I trembked to think, that by thoſe Events 
we could not poſſibly foreſee, you had for- 
merly no other View, but the melancholy 
Proſpect of being ſhut up in a Cloiſter all 
your Life, for want of à Fortune? My 
Love me to do more in your 
Favour than could have been deſired or ex- 
pected, witneſs an ample Portion ſettled by 
my Dire&ion ; with that, and the Addition 
your Brothers have made to it, I doubted 
not of marrying you very advantageouſly; 
but, I never flattered myſelf with the Hopes 
of finding a Man of the Marquis de Sher" 
ling's Diſtinction and Station in- Life. It 
was very lucky your Retreat was diſcovered 
by him, who now offers you his Hand with 
that eager Deſire, which teſtifies both his 
Love and Honour. Tell me, Agnes, your 
Reaſons for refuſing ſuch an Eſtabliſi ment 
Tell me, with an open Heart. Have you 
any private Engagement you would conceaÞ 
from me? Or, do you feel an unreaſonable 
Diſguſt to the Man of all the World _ 
_—_ to ww; deere {1 3/0 
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I thought, 
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I thought, in ſo delicate à Situation, 1 
ought not to diſſemble. No Madem | an- 
ſwered I, far from having any Sort of An- 
tipathy to the Marquis de Sberling. my 
Eeem for him is equal to his Merit; but 
J feel an invincible Averſion to Matrimony, 
I ſhould think * the happieſt Creature 
alive, would; you but 4.— me to ſpend 
my Days with you; 1 know no other real 
Good in this World; — pokes renee 
3 _— wn res, to 
* no Superior but you z and this 
— Liveaty 1 Ss wal permit 
me to enjoy. 

That's — — a well-bred Child, 
who loves her Mother, reply'd Madam de 
St. Preuil, looking kindly upon me, and 
yet knows not her own Intereſt. I treaſure 
up all theſe Tokens of your Tenderneſs for 
— 1 promiſe you; but the more I acknow- 
ledge» that, the more 1 ſhould demonſtrate 
mine. Tou are not capable of judging ſo 
well as I. the immenſe Advantages the Mar- 
tiage in Queſtion would procure. By con- 
tractin it, you would be one of the 
Women in all Paris; nothing could 
our always living together; the Mar- 
quis has again confirmed his conſenting to 
it. Call to Mind, my dear Agnes, Se 
cruel Strokes I confided. to you on the Sub- 
je& of your Birth; I would not recal them, 
fad r to afflict you, obſerving my Eyes 
a [ were 


of Ruptures. 
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were ready to run over, but to make you ſen · 
fable of the Neceſſity you ought to think your - 
ſelf under, to embrace the preſent favgquiable 
Opportunity of procuring an abſolute Pro- 
tection. We may perhaps find the Wants 
of it. Meſſ. de &. Prem, you are well withal 
To- day, you - may*nt be ſo. To- morrow. 
Nothing is ſo common in Life as ſuch Sort 
Should they be informed what 

you really are, and the wicked Schemes of 
tas unworthy ' Abbot, what have you not 
to apprehend ! If, I ſay, they ſhouſd come 
to a Knowledge of your Condition, a Law- 
fuic might deprive you of every Thing, even 
of your Name; — I — the Mortifica- 
tion to ſee my Hiſtory expoſed in the Pro- 
ceedings. On the other Hand, you have 
it in your-Power to be Marthioneſs'of Shey- 
ling, und then all | theſe Terrors would 
vaniſh ; ſo powerful a Support will ſecure 
you againſt every Danger I have now laid 
open to your View, and if they ſhould ima- 
gine they had juſt Reaſons for giving you 
ering with ſu- 
perior vill reſtrain their Malig- 
wy and force them to an eternal Silence: 
— * Mother was at this Part of her Ex- 
poſtu tions (and I proteſt; they made fo 
ſtrong an Impreſſion upon me, 1 found my- 
ſelf wavering) when a Footman came in, 
and ſaid, —— — who would 


not eil his Name, deſired to ſpeak with ben 
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private Madam de St. Preuil ſent: 
the Servant, chiding him for bri 


from an unknown Perſon; but im-. 
mediately recall'd him, to aſk what Sort of 
a Gentleman it was that wanted to ſee her. 
A tall Gentleman; anſwered the Footman, 


about fifty, ore fifty five Fears of Age, with 
two Laquies, and à very 


fine Chariot, at 
the Door. Deſire him to walk in, reply'd- 
my Mother; there can be no Danger in 
admitting a Perſon that makes ſuch an Ap- 
ce 3 it muſt certainly be ſome old 


Friend ot M. de 8. — — ſhe; 


eaſting her Eye upon me; he has lem many 


Sums, without any Security; chte Man is 


come to make Reſtitution; I ſhall be over- 


joy d at it, added ſhe, laughing, for this 


will be the farſt Time — Money 
unexpettedly:; if the Sum is conſiderable, 
n. enfat our . wunt a Sur - 
your Brothers 
have, (chich. I. mould de glad tocreplace-in 
this Manner. | My Mother had ſcarcely 


fiaiſhed theſe — when the unlchown 
Inſteacb f coming up 


Gentleman appeared. 
tous, be ſtoppedꝭ at the Door. I deſired, 


Madam (ſaid he to my. Mother) the Fayour 
of ſpeaking to you alone; ill you permit 
me to wait upon you into your Cloſet; or 
tell me when I may ſpeak to you apart? 


Madam de St. Preuil, wondering at ſo much 


of Mann. ſaid, I Was her Daughter, 2 | 


SPS 


— 


) 


—————— >— CR | 


ming 


ns <>” 


Young Lady) of Quality.” 28 
me had nothing to hide from me- Not- 
withſtanding that, Madam, reply'd this 
Man, whoſe Preſence gave me an odd Sort 
of Concern, I have ſomething to commu- 
nicate, which ought to be told to you alone; 
after J have related it, you are at Liberty, 
to behave to Miſs as you think proper; 1 
ſhall have no Reaſon to reproach my owns 
Prudence. Ae CES. LL IG 
The Day began te decline apace, and 
being in a Saloon, upon a Level with the 
Garden, one could hardly ſee to the further 
End of it. My Mother, who began to be 
uneaſy, gave me a Wink (which I under- 
ſtood) telling me, at the ſame Time, to 
order ſome Wax Candles into the Anti- 
ehamber, which joined to the Room where 
the Servants kept. Being obliged to paſs 
by the unknown Gentleman, I could not 
help catching his Looks, which were atten- 
tive upon mine; I attributed the ſtrange 
Emotion I then felt, to Fear. Before I was 
three Steps out of the Saloon, my Ears were 
alarmed with a violent Shriek, which I knew 
to be my Mother's Voice, upon- which, I 
entered haſtily into the Room again, not 
conſidering about the Danger; but how great 
was my Aſtoniſnment, when beheld the 
unknown Gentleman proſtrate” at the Feet 

of Madam de St. Preuil, who looked, as if 
the was faſtened to the Spot, and yet there 
did not appear in her Countegance, eicher 


1 * Fear, 
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ſtill Light enough to diſcern Objects. 1 
ſtopt ſhort,” not thinking my Motber in any 
Danger, but the Noiſe I made by returning 


1 '@ Hurry, raiſed the, Gentleman. . My 


other, ſeeing me come back, aſked if I 
had: called any Body; upon my telling her 
I had not, and why I returned, ſo much the 
better, ſaid ſhe, ſhut: the Door, and come 
hither 3 you certainly do not expect the in- 
tereſting News I am going to tell you. 
When I was come up to her, ſhe aſked 
me if I knew the Cavalier before me? In 
examining, as a Perſon does when they are 

vouring to recollect a Face they have 
forget, I felt the ſame: Emotion I was agi- 
tated with in paſſing by him. I cannot im- 


mediately tecollect, reply'd I, addreſſing 


myſelf to Madam de St. Preuil, who the 


Gentleman reſembles ; and-yet, I am per- 


fectly well acquainted with his Features; 


and wonder myſelf I cannot recal his Name. 


But, Agnes, continued my Mother, does 


Ah Madam! cry'd I. that Word's enough, 
it is the Marq i 
Child, cry'd he, hugging me in his Arms, 


uis 4e Breville, Yes, my dear 


it is a Father who loves you, and who has 
for a long Time been exceſſively impatient, 


vot only ta tell you ſo, but to give you con- 
. vincing Proofs of it. While he was 


ſaying 


this, 


*. 
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this, his Arms were embracing me in the 
tendereſt Manner, and 1 felt my Checks 
bathed with his Tears. For my on Part, 
ſuch ſweet Delight was diffuſed all over me, 
as I never taſte before. I found myſelf. in 
that Moment happier a thouſand Times 
than J had ever been in all my Life. 
Madam de St. Preuil, who was fearful ſome 
of the Servants might ſurprize us, defired 
the Marquis de Breville would ſorbear a 
little 3 gaging T (which gave 
us all ſo much joy) till Candles were won, rw 
We went into my Mother's Cloſet, as foon 
as they were lighted ; and the Servants were 
ordered not to ſuffer any Body to diſturb 
us; and, for more Security, the herſelf 
bolted the Door. > 
Now we are in Dues: of being diſs 
turbed, ſaid Madam de St. Preni to the 
Marquis de Breville, be ſo good 
us with every Thing that has ned to 
you ſince our eruel Separation. Rlas! had 
it been permitted me to have enquired after 
you, be aſſured, I ſhould not have been thus 
ignorant 3 but you will know, by an Acci 
dent which befel me, after ſending the fatal 
Letter I was obliged to write you, the Im- 
2 J found myſelf under of ſtirring 
one Step further. Lou have coſt me many 
a Tear, continued my Mother, embraci 
him, while I, 1 was entirely out 


Ju Thoughts, » It will hag ng difficult 
Mattes 


to entertam 
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Matter to convince you of that Miſtake; 
_ reply'd) the Marquis de Breville; tenderly 
kiſlingcher Hand. The ſineetre Account: * 
am no going to relate, of the Life I have 
led, ſince that cruel Meſſage I received; by 
vieh I was forbid ſeeing you any more, 
will. ſufficiently prove my Conſtaney, and 
the Prey I — 29-0 Grief and Affliction, 
from = fatal Moment I was obliged to 
ſeparate myſelf from you. When. Re bad 
| hd ahio;che) embraced us both, firſt one and 
then the other, with great Eagerneſs, and 
very feelingly, and afterwards entertained 
us in the following Manner, addreſſing his 
Diſcourſe to Madam de S:. Preuil, and often 
_ caſting a wiſbful Look at m. 
— will not paint the extreme Melancholy 
3 nged into after our „ 7] 
ö — ized upon me to ſuch a Degree, I 
never ſtirred out of my Chamber for eight 
Days, incapable of determining what Courſe 
to take. Twenty Times I refolved to ſee 
you again, and to uſe my utmoſt Endeavours 
to prevail upon you to let me enjoy the 
Pleaſure of your Com 1 y now-and- then; 


but when Lrefletted, I ſhould by that Means 
riſk the expoſing your Reputation and Quiet, 


I moderated theſe Tranſports.” At laſt; un- 
able to live in that Part of the World where 

reſided, withdut ſeeking Opportunities 
Bulls 10 yu Of my Love, I at:once took 


| Lover ws to remove myſalf 5 off, and 


Wh to 
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to make the Diſtance between us ** 
it ſhould be impoſſible for me to break/the = 
Promiſe I made at parting, never to appear 
befor your Eyes ag de rs as it Was 
your Duty to oppoſe my Vo w. 

I had no ſooner determined on this Rrb- 
zect, but 1 confidered what Method I ſhould 
take to execute it. Amongſt the many Ideas 
my Deſpair: ſuggeſted, how to hazard à Hife 
that was become a Burthen to me, [ſince 1 
was no longer permitted to ſee: you, I re. 
collected, that an Uncle of mine had been 
Governor of St. Domingo, ho died there 
after acquiring a large Fortune. I reſolved 
therefore to aſk; the Court for a Government 
in the Indie; they imagined, my not being 
rich made me requeſt chat: Employment, 
for the Improvement of my Finances. My 
Family, as you know, are People of great 
Inteteſt, attributing this reſolute Application 
for a Thiug which Deſpair alone prompted 
me to ſollicit, ſtirred ſo init, I was, about 
three Months after, NEG CIT 
Hondicber . 

My Mother, wich was th . als 
greatly rejoiced at this Piece of good For- 
tune, undertook to prepare every Neceſſaryx 
for my Departure; and a Steward, who had 
lived with my late Father, defired-to'accom- 
pany me, and have the Care of my Effects, 
otherwiſe, I ſhould have gone to my Go-- 
vernment, with but a very lender in f 

2 neither 


many 
Voyage. Contrary, Winds, and 
Weather, kept 


| have known We-wene going aſhore, _ 


his ſuperior 


E a er 0 
but he declared, if I would not. beat him, 
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ſhould I have returned ſo rich. f 
ſhall nat trouble you with a: Detail of the 
Berils/ I went through an ſo long a 


me four: Nnger | 
any; Paſſage than. I ought to have Goin! f 
Was ſo laſt in Sorrow, I ſhould not 


the Shouts the Sailors made, accordin 
Cuſtom; ee inſenſible was of 
my Arrival at Pondj- 
quite overwhelmed with 
in ſo + gn gan her nary 


they thought, in Deſpair « on 


Account ef my leaving it. The Hopes of 


under my Grief, was ſome Conſo- 
lation to me. I La e a Day without 
1 and condemning the Rigour 
of wy Fate, that had robbed me of a Hap- 
which would: not have been in * 
Poſſeſſion of my een but for 
Affluence. 
One Day, in particular, when I had af- 
fliited, my eit more than ordinary on this 
cruel n my Secretary, I men- 
tioned: before as che Steward, who for three 
'Years together perſecuted me to take his 
Accounts, now abſolutely inſiſted upon my 
chem wich him. 1 thought to hh 
with the fame Eaſe I uſed to 


he 
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he ſhould take his an, accordingly, 
and would have nothing more to do wich 
my Affairs. I aſked, what — 
ſons chat induced him to be His 
anſwer was, he had Sums'of Poe 
belonging to me in his Hands, and having 
a fair Proſpect of making a very great Ad- 
vantage of them, he „ reger 
embark without my Conſent. 
My Spirits were 1 — with a coi: 
tant Melancholy, I never once the "of 

bur un a 


— 1 recall d to 
— Lover | received from you, 
in Which, I ——— of the Birth of 


you ; 
that fatal Remembrance renewed 
the Cauſe of my Affliction, it made me ſen- 
— Time, I ought not to con- 
tinue an unprofitable Father; and in Caſe 
of Misfortunes, the indiſpenſible Obligation 
I was under of cing my Daughter 
to the utmoſt of xa — for the — 4 


- _ car ion This! Reflection impreſſed 
iſtened to what my Sera 
nw: oo with Regard to my 2— 
2 not the 9 ge of _ had at leaſt bo 
ays, I was forced to ſpend in paſſing 
on aa Nor did I repent: my T Ur 
tor 


* 


Kant ande ag are 
my firſt coming to my Government, found 
out ithe Secret of gaibing me two hundred - 
thauſand Livers. Being throughly: ſatisfied 
of his indefatigable Care, and to engage him 
to continue it with! the ſame Fidelity, I in- 
ttereſted him to proſecute his intended En- 
terprize, by a large Pteſent, to encourage 
him to double his Diligence; and gave him 
alſo; Carte Blanchezc to act as he thought 
proper. had no Reaſon to be ry tot 
veſting him with that Power, as you will 
add in the Sequel of this Recital. Till that 
Time I was very -indifferentwhether any of 
my Relations in were dead or alive. 
The 2 ſome Intel ligence of your 
welfare haunted me ſo, I directly contrived 
7 — Correſpi ndence for that Purpoſe. Being 
perfectly eaſy in my Circumſtances, ſo 
os able to do as I pleaſed; I ſettled a 
Salary upon ã Vallet-de-Chambte, who had 
lived with me ſome Time, without ſaving 
- any) Thing; and I could upon his 
Fidelity ; this Man I ſent to Paris with my 
Commiſſions. In order to conceal my main 
Deſign from him, I intermixed your Name, 
amongſt many more of my Acquaintance, 
that nothing particular miglit appear in the 
Orders I gave bim, to fend me a — 
Account ka them all, and to inform me 
from time to time of their Circumſtances 
and Situation. It was _ this Canal, der 
tinue 


101 


ne had, from 
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tinued my dear Father, I learnt the Dean 
of M. de St. Preuil. She is then free, cry'd 
I, with great Tranſport, and I may hope 
to ſee her again! O Heavens l may I fatter 
yſelf with the pleaſing Thoughts of en- 
joying that Happineſs? I was ſo tranſported 
| with this Idea, I ſent immediately for my 
| Steward, and ordered him to look out for a 
Veſſel that was ready to ſail, pretending, 
Buſineſs of the utmoſt Conſequence. called me 
to Paris. As I had juſt received a Packet, 
no- body was ſurprized at the ſudden Prepa- 
rations for my Departure. Notwithſtanding 
my great Eagerneſs, L was obliged to wait 
three Months longer, becauſe no Ship could 
be ready before that Time. 


| 

8 

7 

| 

t 

f 

. * * 

During that Interval, my Secretary brought 
me an Account of the Augmentation made 

4 to my Riches, by many ſucceſsful Ventures, 

n amounting in the whole to One million two 

F hundred thouſand Livres; beſides a Planta- 
tion purchaſed for me in the beſt Part of the 

8 World, worth almoſt as much. I felt an 
exceſſive Joy at the Knowledge of this. I 

may then hope to ſee again her whom I adore, 

lad I to myſelf, and ſhall have it in my 

Power to make her happy. O Fortune! 

heretofore ſo. cruel, do you now ceaſe to per- 

ſecute me? Grant me, O Heaven! con- 

unued I, a Sight of that dear Daughter, 

whole Birth. has cauſed me ſo much Bitter- 

nels of Heart; may ſhe live to inherit thoſe 

4 : O Riches 
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Riches you have vouchſafed to heap upon 


en . ea e 
I quitted Pondicherry with theſe joyful Re- 


flections. Whatever Precautions . 


en 
me, to make the Voyage ſeem leſs tedious, 


I thought it was everlaſting, and that I ſhould 
never ſee the End. In ſhort, my Impatience 
Was ſo extravagant, I found, when we came 


72 to' POrient, - my Health greatly impaired. 


It was impoſſible to proceed any farther ; a 
Fever, which ſeized me at Sea, became more 
violent after I diſembarked. In my Delirium 


I talked of nothing but you, Madam, and it 


was very lucky no-body attended me but 
_ thoſe ho had an Affection for me, otherwiſe 
all my Secrets might have been betrayed. 
© However, what the Phyſicians preſcribed, 
inſtead of diminiſhing, augmented my Fever 
to ſuch a Degree, that I was in great Danger 
of being caſt away in Port, as they ſay. My 
Secretary, who durſt not oppoſe the Doctors 
Directions, undertook (as ſoon as the Coaſt 
was clear) to manage me his own Way. His 
Zeal had ſo happy an Effect, in four Days 
after, the Eever left me, and nothing remained 
but a tedious Weakneſs, which proceeded 
more from Faſting, and the Medicines I had 
taken, than from my Diſtemper; by little 
and little, with Care and good Jelly Broth, 
I was reſtored. My Impatience to be t 
Paris returned with my Strength. The In- 
tendant conſented to my going, on 9 
n . wou 


— 
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I would perform the Jou 
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Whatever Ardour I ſhewed to be as expedi- 
tious as poſſible, I was obliged to ſubmit to 
his Zeal and the Juſtneſs of his Reaſons. In 


fine, 1 arrived in Town Teſterday; and, 


what I look upon as a great Miracle, am 
perfectly recovered. - My- firſt Care, upon 


my Arrival, was, to get Intelligence where 


you lived. It gave me a ſecret Pleaſure, to 


find you in a Houſe. of your-own. But it 


was impoſſible for me to diſcover if the 
young Lady they told me of was this dear 
Child, whoſe Preſervation 1 ſo ardently 
ay'd for. My coming at this Hour,: and: 
eeping up the Incognito ſo long, proceeded 
from an earneſt Deſire of being my own In- 
former. e 
My Mothe 


flattering Motives in this Recital, not to 


indulge her Joy, at ſeeing again ſo faithſul 


and tender a Lover. Though my Father 
was paſt his Prime, he preſerved ſo much 
Agreeableneſs, had ſo genteel an Air, and 
was ſo. well-ſhaped, a younger Woman than 
Madam de St. Preuil, might have liked him. 
I was not the leaſt ſurprized at her reſuming 
her former Tenderneſs ; ſhe had good Rea- 
ſon to forget him while her Huſband lived; 
Time, and her Duty, alſo conſpired in Aid 
to her Virtue; But he returned at a critical 


Time, at the Beginning of a diſmal Widow- 


hood, more fond, and it may be, more 
O 2 amorous 


in a Litter. 


r's Gratitude found too many | 
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amorous than ever. Is it ſtrange, that the 
Fire of Love ſhould be kindled again, or 
that ſhe could not be offended with one who 
came ſo far to comfort her for the Loſs of a 
Huſband, hom, perhaps, ſhe never loved. 
As ſoon as the firſt Tranſports of my 

Mother's Gratitude were explained, my re- 
ſfpectable Father deſired ſhe would, in her 
Turn, relate the Chagrin ſhe had endured 
on his Account. This ſhe could not per- 
form without ſhedding freſh Tears. The 
Marquis de Breville, as you will eaſily ima- 


gine, preſſed her to dry them up. Let us 


ralk no mere of Sorrows and Misfortunes, 
ſaid he, when the had done ſpeaking, fince 
we are brought together by a moſt happy 
Deſtiny. Let us endeavour to retrieve our 
paſt Miſtake, and do the only Thing that 
can atone for it. Since your Prudence, con- 
tinued my dear Father, kiſſing my Mother's 
Hand, has prevented that Diſcovery; which 
would have been ſo mortifying to our lovely 
Daughter, I fincerely think, we cannot, 
without a Crime, without offending againſt 
the Laws of Nature, refuſe or even defer 
(as we have it in our Power) to perform a 
certain Ceremony for her Sake. It certainly 
was decreed by Providence you ſhould be 
free, by putting us in a Capacity of repair- 
ing our former Irregularities. I never would 


marry, whatever Inſtances my Family have 


ce the Noiſe 
my 


cauſed to be made to me, 
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my Fortune has occaſioned. Let us there-— 
fore fulfil the Obligations due to Love and | 
Conſtancy, and enjoy with Tranquillity, the 
Richey Heaven has been pleaſed to bleſs me 
with. | : = 
This Propoſal, which Madam de St. Preuil 
might naturally expect, did nevertheleſs ſur- 
prize her. It threw her into a profound 
Thought. If I conſulted only my Heart, 
ſaid ſhe, - breaking Silence, I ſhould moſt 
certainly inſtantly embrace this freſh Proof 
you give. me, of a moſt perfect conſtant 
Love. But, dear Marquis, added ſhe, ten- 
derly ſqueezing his Hand, how can I, on 
ſo delicate an Occaſion, ſatisfy my Inclina- 
tion and Deſire ? Shall I not be accountable, _ 
in the Eyes of the World, for a Marriage, 
which will ſeem to every Body, fo very ex- 
traordinary ? It is well known I-loved you += 
before I married M. de St. Preuil. That 
deſpair you demonſtrated during the Sepa- 
ration, was no leſs a Secret, than the Chal- 
lenge you ſent your Rival, who procured 
you to be put under Arreſt, whilſt I, in the 
mean Time, was dragged to the Altar by 
an imperious Mother, who forced my Con- 
ſent with a Poniard in her Hand. I grant, 
the many Years that are paſſed ſince, our | 
Adventure ought to be forgot. But, have 
not we Reaſon to apprehend, when your 
Paſſion and mine comes to be talked of, we 
O 3 | ſhall 
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ſhall not give Room for Malice to exert itſelf | 
again at Gr Expence. © © 1 
Alas! what have we to 46 with the 
World, Madam, reply'd the Marquis, being 
"gt to my Mother till ſhe had f finiſhed? 
hat! ſhall we, for the Sake of fuch an 
idle Conſideration; be ſo inconſiderate, to 
poſtpone a Happineſs ; after which (if I may 
depend upon the Vows and Proteſtations you 
5 before your Marriage) you have ſighed 
for as much as myſelf ? Wh, becauſe im- 
pertinent People, who have nothing elſe to 
do, may poſlibly amuſe themſelves, with 
our . renewing our Loves (for I ought to 
make uſe of no other Phraſe) we muſt have 
the Inhumanity to defer the ſettling our 
Daughter*s Fortune, as her's is not real at 
preſent ? Ah Madam! that very Circum- 
9 alone ſhould make you deſpiſe all thoſe 
chimerical Fears. Only give yourſelf the 
Trouble to caſt your Eyes upon the Anec- 
dotes of thoſe Times; you will find ſuch 
frivolous Diſcourſe very little to be regarded. 
We have ſeen, the Count de Carmiſan marry 
his Waſher-woman. When our Ladies of 
Quality heard ic firſt mentioned, they ſaid, 
it was ſo ſcandalous an Action, all on No- 
- bility ought to ſhut their Doors againſt her. 
Before one Year was expired, my Lord and 
my Lady were in every Party, and every 
Body was ſtriving who ſhould ſhew them 


| _ greateſt * The Marquis de Sor- 
. 
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Jalet, was ſtill wer ee by ye Public, 
becauſe. he took his Wife again after he had 
confined her, on Pretence of her having ogg 
a Deſign to poiſon him. The ſame People 
ſhew him no lefs Reſpect than they SON . 
Count de Carmi/an. After fix Months were 

d. not a Word more was ſaid about it. 
f you've a Mind, I will mention another 
Inſtance you cannot he ignorant of, and that 
is, the Affair of Mr. and Mrs. de Montgemel, 
who were at Law for four Years together, 
which was carried on with all the Fury of 
two exaſperated Enemies, to deſtroy each 
other. Madam de Montgemel: kind te a 
paration, and fill'd — Pleadings with 
Fats, which were more mortifying the one 
than the other, even to the accuſing and 
endeavouring to prove him guilty of a Crime, 
Decency will not ſuffer me to name. Her 
Huſband, by way of Recrimination, or it 
may be juſtly, related ſuch Facts in the 
Conduct of Madam de Monigemel, as rendered 
her an Object of Horror and Deteſtation, 
even in the Eyes of thoſe, who do not pique 
themſelves ſo much on any Delicacy of Re- 
putation. What was the Conſequence? M. 
de Montgemel gained his Cauſe, a obtained 
above, a Lettre de Cachette, to confine his 
Wife in a Convent. His Reſentment was 
. raiſed to ſuch a Pitch, he accompanied the 
Officer appointed to take her up. Monige- 
mel we got over to his Intereſt, a Valet- de- 
Chambre 


* 
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Chatubre of Madam e MontgemaP's; who. 
introduced them at Break of Day into her 
Bed · chamber, without any Noiſe. When 
he drew back the Curtain, how great was 
his Sarprize! to find his Wife in the Arms 
of her Gallant: Inſtead of executing the 
Warrant he had given himſelf the Trouble 
to bring, he vented his Rage in Reproaches, 
and play d the jealous Huſband very prettily; 
and while he was thus giving a Looſe to his 
Fury, in the moſt upbraiding Terms his 
Reſentment could invent, the Lover made 
Ins Eſca Madam de Montgemel, at the 
Sight « her Huſband ſo early, the Atten- 
dants that accompanied him, and being 
threatened with the Miſery of an Arreſt, 
jumpt out of Bed, and threw herſelf at bis 
Feet. What ſhall I ſay more?” Thoſe Charms ; 
\ - ſhe the Moment before laviſhed upon a | 
Traitor, who robb'd him of his Honour, 
ſurprize and captivate him. His rage ſub- 
 fides, he receives her into his Arms and 
forgives her, he forgets all that is paſt, and 
as a Seal to the Peace which is concluded, 
ſends away the Officer, and ſuffers himſelf 
to fall into the Embraces of a Woman, who 
had attempted every Art to ruin him, and 
but the Minute before, diſhonoured him in 
the Sight of his own Eyes. 
My Mother and T could not help burſting 
forth into a violent Laugh at the Concluſion 


BY of this ads becauſe we knew very bi 
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the Perſonages he laſt mentioned did not 


aſſociate with the better Sort of People, and 


that they were not much regarded, however 
it put an End to Madam de St. Preuis 
Irreſolutions. As it is neceſſary in Affairs 
of this Conſequence, to conſider ſeriouſly 
what Meaſures are proper to be taken, the 
Marquis de Breville, who thought it a Matter 
of Prudence, was the firſt in conſenting to 
a Delay, which my Mother infiſted upon, 
and to ſay no more about it, till they ſhould 
all meet at her Houſe at a certain Hour; 
and it was alſo agreed, to receive him by a 
feigned Name. 


* 


End of the firſt Volume, and the fourth Book. 
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